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2.24. FEBRUARY 4 15 


David Lynch 
Marilyn Manson 
Sonia Rykiel 


Jean-Pierre Jeunet 


DD Teu ws 


8. Jean-Pierre L éaud 

9. Doran Wittelsbach 

10. Steve Pemberton 

The dinner will be at La Palette on the rue de Seine, Paris; dinner prepared by Jacques Pépin 
and Julia Child; with musical entertainment by Lech Jankowski. 


When we returned from work we saw a pile of Mrs. Roper's mail on a chair in our foyer. 
When I confronted her about it she said she had let herself in to see what we were selling. She 
didn't apologize for her invasion of our privacy but did offer us $50 for the Kitchen Aid mixer. She 
said she was going to bequeath it to one of her daughters after she died. 


8 February 4. Although the sale was advertised to begin at 9:00, the doorbell rang this 
morning at 8:15; there was a mob on the front steps. Against our better judgment, we let them in 
while Lucie and I took turns brushing our teeth. 


A shabby couple came in and the man headed straight for the stapler. After examining it 
carefully, he clutched it to his breast. What do you have? his wife demanded. Put that down, we 
don’t need one of those! 


“But it’s only ten cents!” he whined. 


After lunch I noticed the typewriter had not yet been sold, but one prospective buyer had 
typed the following: jp align=” center jfont size=”3” face=” Courier New party tonight in bethlehem 
everyone invited 

jesus is the son of god 


By 5:00 we had sold everything except for a forlorn bag of dice and the Gothic garden gnome. 


§ February 7. At work today I bumped into our creepy Lotus Notes guy, T-Bone. He was 
looking in the mirror at his eye. 


"What's the matter with your eye?” I aske 


t’s blepharitis, or inflammation of the eyeli 
It annoyed me to see him, because it seems like every time I go to the men's room T-Bone is 
already in there, or he comes in right after me. 


Lucie called me at lunch; we were both playing Solitaire on the computer. We spoke for a long 
time before I said I had to change ears. Lucie asked if I had “cauliflower ear" and I said, “What's 
that?", and she said that's what boxers get when they are hit in the ear too much. After we hung 
up, I looked out the window and saw a sign in a window of the building across the street which 
said, *Hi." 

Lately Lucie and I have become obsessed with the movies of Busby Berkeley. Last night we 
watched 42nd Street and Gold Diggers of 1935. Ruby Keeler is a sweetie. And so is Joan Blondell, 
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4 CHAPTER 1. 1999 


After work Lucie and I went to see The Talented Mr. Ripley at an immense downtown multi- 
screen movie theater complex. We were too early, so we decided to dine first. After wandering 
aimlessly around the neighborhood (neither of us was particularly hungry) we were attracted to 
an oyster house with a lovely neon sign. 


The place was deserted. Lucie and I took a seat in a curved booth against the wall while 
the waiter filled our water glasses and handed us menus. The walls were adorned with old San 
Francisco memorabilia-earthquake photos from 1906 and 1989, bad pointillist paintings of cable 
cars and the Golden Gate Bridge, framed reviews of the establishment from local newspapers and 
magazines, signed photos of people who had eaten there (Mayor Willie Brown, Fran Tarkenton, 
Gary Coleman), &c. 


'The meal was not quite inedible. Lucie's pesto tasted as if from the can. She complained to 
he waiter, an Indian who had the annoying habit of saying “You’re welcome" after everything he 
did, who kindly did not charge us for it. My fish "n' chips was fishy, at best, but I kept my mouth 
shut. 


The Talented Mr. Ripley was splendid. I adored the insidious Freddie Miles-I used to know 
ads like that in high school who had a talent for finding your buttons and pushing them. Mr. 
Minghella did a fine job recreating that '50s la dolce vita look. The film's beauty made me long 
or the Mediterranean as well as a time (which may have only existed in movies?) when people 
had style and manners. I sometimes feel as desperate as Tom Ripley, not necessarily for his life as 
portrayed in the film, but for any life independent of paid employment. 


On our way up the front steps of our flat, someone shone a red laser beam at us from across 
he street. We ignored it completely, which hopefully infuriated whomever was doing it. There 
were fourteen messages on the answering machine, the first being from Mother who called to see 
if her gift package had arrived yet (it had not); the rest being from the insufferable Mr. P. 


To help meet the expenses of our new bourgeois lifestyle, I have for an acquaintance been 
editing a book entitled Rainbow Dreams: A Theory for a New Utopia. In it, Mr. P. considers 
such complex notions as “the ever-unfolding and infinite creativity of the perpetual motion of 
the universe" and ^our right-brain and left-brain synergies, which are our true powers." Later, 
he dismisses in a single sentence the life work of Einstein, Newton, Freud, et al., claiming their 
contributions to science have “precluded the synergy for wisdom, and thus, fire" and “impacted not 
only our intellectual, emotion, and physical well-being, but also to the extent to which civilization 
is in alignment with the interrelated and brilliant flows of the universe." (The cryptic phrase 
"brilliant flows" appears dozens of times throughout the manuscript.) Because I was out of town 


for a couple of weeks for the holidays, I knew he would be anxious to hear from me. 


The messages increased in urgency until the last, in which he said, “I, ahh, ham! want Rainbow 
Dreams back. I think you're very unprofessional and I will take legal action if you do not ham! 
Fed-Ex it to me immediately. I...you, uh, ham! must also send me a signed letter stating I...you 
have not made any copies of the ham! or shown it to anyone else. I’m sorry ham! that I ever...I 
should never have let you edit ham! Rainbow Dreams." His voice faltered as he spoke, as if he 
might start bawling at any moment. His speech was also punctuated by loud coughs which sounded 
like he was shouting the word “ham”. 


Idon't know what I could have done to make Mr. P. turn on me in this fashion, although I do 
suspect the man suffers from low self-esteem and has “issues” regarding rejection. He told me he 
had given drafts of the manuscript to a Berkeley philosophy professor, his doctor, and a fireman(!), 


2.19. JANUARY 26 13 


'The commute home put me in a bad mood. The train was crowded, hot, and late. There was 
a hyperactive lad upstairs who was bouncing around like an orangutan. Somehow, his bracelet 
ended up on the other side of the car, and he started screaming, *My bracelet, my bracelet, my 
bracelet" He and his father had to go downstairs and then up the opposite stairs to retrieve it 
(I don't know why the father didn't simply ask a passenger to hand it to them across the aisle). 
The lad was nervous about leaving his seat and kept shouting, “Remember, everybody, I’m going 
to Redwood City!" 


While waiting for the 42 on the way home, an African-American gentleman dressed in the 
manner of Louis Farrakhan approached me. 


“Can I aze you a question? 
“Chop away." I prepared myself mentally for unpleasantness. 
"What time is it?" he said, pointing to his bare wrist. 


“6:41.” My answer seemed to satisfy the man for a few moments, but since he wanted some- 
thing from me, he couldn't resist the urge to continue speaking. 


“That’s a sweet suit you got on, man." I acknowledged his complement with a slight nod. 
*Say, you're waitin' for the bus, ain't cha? Do you use a pass or a dollar?" 


“What?” I thought the question was a bit personal, but since I felt cornered I answered 
anyway. “I usually pay with a token.” I emphasized the word “token” to avoid the subject of 
money. 


Oh...uh, can you give me a dollar for four quarters? I’m not asking for money.” 
“What do you want a dollar bill for?” 


“Because I don’t want all this change janglin’ around in my pockets,” he said, thrusting his 
hands in his pockets and janglin’ his change. Sensing my doubt, he continued, “I’m from L.A., Pm 
not going to rob you. Here...here’s four quarters,” and handed me a handful of dimes, nickels, and 
pennies. 


“Oh, very well,” I sighed, taking the change and handing him a dollar bill. 


“Thanks, brother. That’s a nice suit you got on!” As he walked away he turned and added, 
“Now that wasn’t so hard, was it?” I bit one of the coins to make sure it was real. 


8 January 26. Lucie and I want to move again. The rent is too high, we're sick of the 
noise, and we miss the bustle of downtown. We told Mrs. Roper right away. She seemed strangely 
unconcerned, as if she had expected (or hoped for it) it all along. 


8 January 27. On the way home from work an old wino got on the bus muttering and 
waving a tiny plastic axe. He was covered head-to-toe with what appeared to be chimney soot. I 
couldn't hear what he was saying, but apparently he was upsetting some passengers. At the next 
stop two homosexuals took away his axe and shoo'd him out the back door. As the bus drove away 
the wino ran alongside it for a moment before trying to kick the bus but missed and fell face-down 
in the gutter. The bus driver seemed not to have noticed any of this. 


We saw Dudley Dooright (Maggie Kahn’s ex-husband; we call him Dudley Dooright because 
of his enormous cleft chin) on “Antiques Roadshow". A lumpy woman in a knee-length Florida 
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6 CHAPTER 1. 1999 


CNN. I waited expectantly for news of the much anticipated *armageddon" but it was for some 
reason not mentioned. At 3:00 they showed the Eiffel Tower, resplendent with pyrotechnics, the 
magnificence of which brought a tear to my eye. How I miss Paris! To bed at 11:59. 


2.13. JANUARY 13 11 


Lew is visiting friends today, so Lucie and I watched The King of Jazz. Afterwards, I trans- 
ferred some of the better numbers to a “recordable compact disc" (which holds up to eighty minutes 
of music and can be played back with a laser beam-what will they think of next?), including a 
sensational version of “Happy Feet". After the "Boys sing a verse or two, two “it” girls (credited 
as the “Sisters G.”) sing the rest in English and German in uncanny, love-in-the-mist voices. Who 
are they, I wonder, as I have never heard of them. 


8 January 13. I played tour guide to Lew today, taking him to see the view from Twin 
Peaks, the fog-bound beach, the ruins of the baths, Fort Point and other points of Hitchcockian 
interest, Anton LaVey's house, the Tosca Café and its opera-filled jukebox, the sinister Li Po, 
various monuments (Lotta's Fountain and the far more interesting Native Sons of the Golden West 
monument, with its snakes and octopi, one block down), Mission Dolores, the steepest street in 
the city, Vermont Street, &c. We ate luncheon at a place out in the Richmond called Mr. Hotdog’s 
Rancho Burgers. Chinese-owned and operated, Mr. Hotdog's is a relic of the burger joint era. It 
has its original milk can bar stools, wagon wheel chandeliers, and swinging saloon doors. Above 
the grill is a “For Sale" sign (the kind one puts in the back of a car window) on which is written 
“Steak”. I practised my Chinese with the darling proprietress, who told Lew and I that we were 
“so, so handsome." Afterwards, I took Lew to Berkeley to see a girl he had met on the World 
Wide Web. She wasn't at home, so he and I went instead to several used bookstores. 


For dinner Lew and I ate leftovers while Lucie entertained us on her accordion, slogging quite 
admirably through a couple of Gus Viseur classics. She has made substantial progress; I wish I 
could say the same for my ukulele playing. 


8 January 18. Lew stayed longer than we had anticipated (mea culpa), and so was still 
here the morning Jack and Harriet arrived from Arizona. Fortunately, Lew was able to go stay 
with a colleague in Napa. 


Jack, who besides playing for jazz bands repairs and restores pianos for a living, wants to give 
us an 1885 Steinway concert grand, but first he has to put it together; it also needs a new pin 
block and strings. Lucie and I are keeping our fingers crossed. For once, we have room for a piano. 


8 January 19. Jack played us tapes of music he had composed and recorded which was 
surprisingly avant-garde, such as the Cageian “Sonata for Two Prepared Pianos" and “Dialog for 
Vibes and Percussion". Lucie asked Jack why he never became famous and he replied, *Well, I 
have no use for fame and all that, but some of my acquaintances went on to become famous." 

*Really, like who?" we cried. 

“Well, let's see...there was Rip Wakefield." Jack began all his sentences with “well”. 

*Rick Wakeman?" 


*No, Rip Wakefield. Rip was a trumpeter who was very well-known and very talented. We 
played in an Afro-Cuban jazz band together back in the ’70s. He played with Archie McNabb and 
later, Sal Rubenson.” 


“Who else did you know?" 
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8 CHAPTER 2. 2000 


“Anybody home?" Finally, I opened the window and shouted in my best Freddie Fillmore voice, 
*Eeeyesssss?" 


“Will you let me in?" 
“Noooooo!” 


I shut the window, and as I slipped between the sheets and closed my eyes I could hear the 
hobo whining, “Please...open the damn gate!” followed by violent chain-jiggling and a long, ululant 
yowl. It bothers me a little bit that I teased the poor fellow, but I’m fed up with the ad hoc shelter 
next door. Not in my backyard, as they say. Anyway, I don’t work there and couldn’t have let him 
in even if I had wanted to. 


We watched the marvelous Footlight Parade today. Ruby Keeler and Billy Taft’s rendition 
of “Sittin’ on a Back Yard Fence” is just about the cutest thing I have ever seen in my whole 
life. Afterwards Lucie and I took a long stroll to North Beach and, just for a chuckle, looked at 
a few rooms for rent along the way. Like our own abode, they were dreary and over-priced. One 
contained a graffiti-covered ice box, while another one had mouldy Astroturf in the bathroom, the 
ceiling of which was so low as to touch my impeccably shellac’d hair. On the way home we stopped 


at the druggist’s to get ear plugs and hummingbird food. 


8 January 3. The new ear plugs are uncomfortable but effective, but Lucie refuses them, 
fearing she might sleep through an emergency. She asked this morning if I had heard the fuss las 
night, which I had not. She said a fellow had sat below our window for some time moaning an 
repeating the name *Jesus Christ." 


Today at the office I had a meeting with Jeffrey to shew him the ropes. When I appeared a 
his door, he didn't hear me say *Good morning? because he was wearing a bulky set of headphones. 
Later, when I observed them up close, I realised they weren't headphones for listening to Schubert, 
they're the kind one would wear on the tarmac or at the firing range to protect the ear. I shoul 
get some of those to wear in bed! 


8 January 4. Idont like the ear plugs anymore. They block out external noises but no 
internal ones such as the creak of my joints or my beating heart, uncomfortable reminders of one's 
mortality. 


Lucie woke me up at 2:00 to say there was vicious snarling outside our window. Mr. Darcy 
heard it, too. He stood chattering excitedly among the heavy velvet drapes. After a moment the 
snarling ceased. It was probably nothing more than a furious skunk. 


After an enormous dinner at an unremarkable neighborhood eatery, we went to see Woody 
Allen's new film Sweet and Lowdown. While it's not his best effort (I prefer his mid-career dramas) 
there is much to enjoy in it-Uma Thurman's exquisite dresses, the gorgeous interiors, the fabulous 
gypsy jazz soundtrack, and Samantha Morton's sad, quizzical smile. 


8 January 5. As usual, I struggled to stay awake at this morning's general staff meeting, 
which was exceptionally dull because so many are still on vacation. I suffered through it wondering 
what it would be like if the ceiling collapsed and I was trapped in the meeting room with my 


2.6. JANUARY 6 9 


colleagues with no hope of escape or rescue. Who would seek comfort with whom? Who would be 
the first to perish and would we have to eat them? Would I have to drink my own urine? 


After the meeting I saw Jeffrey drop a bottle of Snapple in the hall. He then slapped himself 
on the face and hissed, ^You big dummy!" Sometimes when I leave my office door open, I can 
hear him talking to himself in his office. It sounds like he's merely thinking out loud, but what's 
strange is that he never stops, not even for one instant. The most common phrases I'm able to 


make out are “hocus pocus,” “whoopsy daisy!” and his own repeated name. 


8 January 6. On the train to work this morning the conductor announced there was a 
broken rail at Peninsula Ave., and that we would have to creep over it slowly. Presently she said, 
"We're crossing over it now, let's see if we can feel it,” eliciting chuckles from the morning-weary 
passengers and faint eye rolling from myself. 

I received in the mail a much-deserved check from Mr. P., which I immediately spent on 


literature at lunchtime, including a folio-sized scrapbook on Scott Fitzgerald which I will begin 
reading right away. 


On the 42 bus I sat opposite a Bedouin excitedly talking to himself. Next to him sat an 
obviously suffering woman who leaned away from the man at a forty-five degree angle. When 
another seat became available she took it, but the Bedouin followed. He then began wildly picking 
his nose. I stared my shoes to avoid his mad gaze. 


When I got home Lucie was away at her ballet class. A tasty shepherd's pie was waiting for 
me in the oven. 


8 January 7. At work Lucie received a cryptic courriel from a Mr. Alan Smalls which 
said, “Nice try! No cigar, loser!” Shortly thereafter we figured out that Mr. Smalls had outbid 
Lucie for a set of crystal goblets on eBay. I sent Mr. Smalls an angry reply which said, *How dare 
you insult my wife," &c. 


We had a middling dinner at Villa Romano, which isn't the same restaurant it was when 
we first dined there. It used to have a candid charm about it. The waitresses were Russian and 
lump in their old-fashioned uniforms; the jukeboxes in each booth played Domenico Modugno and 
Aurelio Fierro; and the olive oil flowed freely. Now the place appears to be under new management, 
although I recognized the old cook whirling pizza crusts into the air. Now, Mariah Carey shrieks 
from a high-tech sound system with hidden tweeters. Ambitious, young go-getters fiddle with their 
ersonal electronic gadgets while their dates bat their eyelashes at them admiringly. BMWs are 
double-parked out front. Where did these people come from? 


While waiting for our food I caught a glimpse of the hostess sitting on the floor, laughing 
1ysterically at something a group of young men in over-sized utility garments were telling her. Her 
face was pierced and and her head shaven like that of a convict. Her jeans had slid dangerously low 
on her gaunt frame, exposing a fluorescent pink acrylic thong undergarment and a sinister-looking 
tattoo of some reptile god just above her coccyx. I saw no sign of the old hostess, a delightful 
Estonian farm girl (or so I imagined her) named Heidi. 


As we ate, the waiter-to-diner ratio approached 1:1; bored young teenagers whom I at first 
didn’t realise worked there kept asking us phonetically if we wanted “fresh ground paper.” 
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CHAPTER 2. 2000 


3.80. FEBRUARY 26 31 


8 February 26. Aaargh! Lucie and I will be in New Orleans when Dames and Footlight 
Parade are playing at the Stanford. It would have been a rare chance to see them on a big screen. 
There is no way we can not go to New Orleans now because we have already purchased our tickets. 


Ileft work at 3:45 to meet Lucie in Mountain View. On the way there the odometer on the 
Nissan hit 100,000 miles, a moment I had anticipated but which I now found trivial. 


On our way to Palo Alto we stopped at Mountain View Surplus where Lucie bought me a nice 
Navy pea coat-now we're twins! 


Most of the restaurants on University seem to serve student food, so we settled for cheeseburg- 
ers at an uninteresting diner, the “theme” of which had something to do with taxis. The bored, 
00-cool college student behind the counter screwed up our simple order, so the manager gave us 
a "free meal card" to use on our next visit. There wasn't going to be a next visit, but I guess I 
don't mind eating there once more as long as it's free. 


While we were eating, a stoned hippie came in doing a goofy dance while waving an ugly 
aisley duffel bag in the air. He played Patsy Cline's “Crazy” on the jukebox three times in a row 
before the manager made him leave. 


After dinner we saw Broadway Melody and Hollywood Revue of 1929. 1 recorded the better 
musical numbers on minidisc. As we left the theater, we noticed two bums lying in the back row, 
one in an enormous Gortex coat and the other clutching an empty bag of Doritos. Did they pay 
he full $8.00 admission price or were they let in for free? Neither seems plausible. 


8 March 2. Quel coincidence! Lucie and I are both reading biographies of men named 
Harry Crosby; I’m reading Gary Giddins’ new book on Bing (né Harry Lillis Crosby), while Lucie 
is reading about the Harry Crosby of Black Sun Press fame. 


On the radio there was a news item about foot and mouth disease in Britain, except the 
reporter kept referring to it as “foot in mouth" disease. 


When I got home from work there were several packages addressed to me. Ahh, the thrill of 
the brown padded envelope! 


8 March 7. At lunch I went to a couple of bookstores on Telegraph Ave. After emerging 
from Shakespeare & Co. with a first edition (no dust jacket) of Orwell’s Down and Out in Paris 
and London for $6, I was startled by a wall of black high school students running wild through 
the streets, shaking their fists and shouting slogans and obscenities. Police closed several streets 
in the area after the mob looted the ill-named Athlete's Foot and beat a man unconscious. Later, 
I found out the students had been let out of school to attend an affirmative action rally on the 
UC campus. A political rally on a college campus is no place for high school students. That this 
was considered a good idea by school officials is one reason I dislike Berkeley so much. I can just 


imagine what the parents of these children will feel when they see all this on the news tonight. 


Walking home down Post Street after work I saw a dead man. He was on the sidewalk covered 
with a yellow tarpaulin. A bystander told me he had collapsed just after leaving the gym across 
the street. 
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20 CHAPTER 3. 2001 


8 January 2. Jimmy brought a unicycle to work, which he spent the morning trying to 
teach me how to ride. Just as I thought I was getting the hang of it, I lost my balance and reached 
out to grab Connie's desk for support, knocking over her lava lamp. Now there's a stain on the 
carpet under her chair. If she were here, she would be angry, but I haven't seen her in over three 
months. When I asked Diane where Connie was she said she wasn't allowed to talk about it. 


I took the 4:00 bus home; the window next to my seat was covered with what I presumed to 
be pomade. I looked around for another seat but all the windows were covered with pomade. 


At University Ave., a man who resembled the Unabomber boarded and took the seat next to 
me. He wore a hooded acrylic sweatshirt and aviator-style sunglasses, and smelled overwhelming 
of cheap deodorant (the way I imagine the real Unabomber does). I opened a window, and lamented 
how often it is I am forced to open a window when riding the bus. 


< 


How unpleasant public transportation is, but it is often better than driving. Of course, if I 
didn’t have to work for a living, I might instead stay home all day and never have to mingle with 
Unabombers. 


8 January 3. In the middle of the night I got up for a drink of water. As I entered the 
kitchen, I saw the word “child” flashing eerily in the darkness from the microwave oven. Later at 
the office, I typed a letter to the device's manufacturer for an explanation. 


8 January 4. This evening Lucie and I walked down the street to see Glengarry Glen Ross. 
We enjoyed the play, but we didn't like our balcony seats because it was too difficult to hear the 
dialogue. Also, the gentleman behind me kept kicking my seat, as is always the case at the theatre. 


Perhaps one should sit in the back row with a hearing aid. 


8 January 7. Another dull Sunday at the library. I had imagined something different 
when I decided to become a librarian; I pictured myself behind an antique oak desk discussing 
fine bindings and incunabula with visiting professors of medieval literature. At closing time, the 
insufferable Mr. Fanshawe kept us waiting as usual, fussing with his Hotmail account. He always 
waits until 5:01 to click “Print”, except he clicks it rapidly dozens of times, causing the computer 
o have a fit. After we finally ushered him out the door, I noticed he had had seventeen copies of 
Netscape running simultaneously. 


To my chagrin, I saw Mr. Fanshawe again when I went to pick up Lucie from the studio. 
Propriety forced my acknowledgement of him. He tried to introduce me to a young male friend, 
but I mumbled something about being late. Lucie and I avoided him by sneaking out a side door. 


When we got home we ordered a pizza pie and enjoyed an episode of “Jeeves and Wooster” I 
had brought home from the library. During our meal, Mr. Darcy came into the room dragging a 
heavy blanket behind him. Lucie and I died laughing; I scrambled for the camera but it was out 
of film and had no batteries besides. To bed at 11:00. 


While lying in the darkness, Lucie engaged me in a game of invented candy bar names. Her 
unniest were Get Nuttys and the O'Banion Bitey. I tried to think of a clever one, but all I could 
come up with was a thick chocolate bar from Australia called G'Day. Perhaps we might sell the 
names to Nest] é-one could make a fortune! 


3.32. FEBRUARY 16 29 


§ February 16. Today I saw a diminutive car made out of Samsonite, like those suitcases 
gorillas used to try to destroy on television. Passers-by were touching it and knocking on it-no 
one could believe it was a plastic car. 


§ February 17. On the way to work we stopped by the apartment to drop off more boxes. 
At the corner of O’Farrell and Leavenworth we saw an inebriated, toothless man pour beer all 
over the head of an angry, troll-like woman. The woman then chased the man down Leavenworth, 
shaking her fists and cackling. Substitute a wooden cup for the plastic one, and it could have been 
a scene from the Dark Ages. 


8 February 18. At 2:15 a.m. we were awakened by the sounds of drunken behavior in 
the alley below. I looked out the window and beheld three wasted frat guys. They were dressed 
formally, although one was missing his jacket, and drinking something out of little white plastic 
bottles. They were shouting and hooting to their friend who was on the roof deck on the El Cortez. 


I called the authorities, but the frat guys ran inside before the police could arrive. They 
reappeared later on the roof deck, hurling little plastic bottles, urinating, belching, and singing. I 
called the hotel manager, who denied everything, so I called the police again. The din continued 
until 4:00. 


We slept until 10:00, then spent the morning moving more stuff to the new apartment. We're 
moving all the breakable things ourselves, such as dishes and objets d'art. On the way there, a 
flamboyant individual approached Lucie and said in a high-pitched voice, *Ooh, girl! You look 
just like a little Dutch girl! Look at you, just look at you! You're a little Dutch girl," &c. I smiled 
nervously and quickly ushered Lucie into our building. 


After luncheon at the Olympic Diner, we drove down to Palo Alto to see Paramount on Parade 
(1930) and Glorifying the American Girl (1929). On the way there, Lucie and I saw an eagle sitting 
on the guard rail by the side of 280. 


After the movies, we were hungry, so we went to a chain restaurant called World Wrapps for 
a quick bite to eat before the long drive home. The guy behind the counter spoke little English, 
so ordering was a challenge. I wanted a smoothie, but he informed me in language I could just 
understand, “No smoothie tonight.” After we ordered our food and sat down at a greasy table, 
Lucie was told by a different non-speaker of English, “No beans.” Because of the frustrating 
language barrier, Lucie finally told him to bring her anything, no cuido. 


When the “wrapps” came, they were cold in the middle, the plates were dirty, and the forks 
were bent. It was so awful we were laughing. We wolfed down half of our meal, then literally 
ran out the door, exhausted and eager to get home. I suppose I could have demanded our money 
j3ick, but I didn’t have the energy or patience. Sometimes it’s easier to lower one’s standards 
han to defend them. When we got home there was a miraculous parking spot right in front of 
our building. We parked, then with great suspicion read each sign carefully; one said “STREET 
CLEANING MWF 12:01 A.M. to 4:00 A.M." The “12:01” is presumably for those who don't know 
he difference between a.m. and p.m. Tomorrow was a holiday, what was it, President's Day? Is 
President's Day a real holiday? Is there street cleaning on holidays? With so many uncertainties, 
we decided to park in our usual spot, ten blocks away beyond Van Ness. 
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8 January 15. While waiting for the bus this afternoon, someth 


dirt, which turned out to 


lanets. I held 


eloved marble 


regretted having thrown i 


8 January 16. W 


CHAPTER 3. 2001 


ing caught my eye in the 


e an old marble. It was rather pretty and looked like one of the Jovian 


it up to the sun and admired it, then tossed it into the bushes. Moments later, I 


'To no avail, I looked once again for yesterday's marble. 


Itook the 


N to meet Lucie at the studio, then we walked all the way home (four miles!). 


away. I decided to look for it, pawing around in the wet bushes and 
disturbing the crease in my tweed trousers. Then the bus arrived, and I had to leave without my 


ile waiting for the bus this afternoon (which is all I seem to do lately), 
I ascertained the existence of a wet blanket on the sidewalk, neatly rolled up as if someone had 
eft it behind when they boarded an earlier bus. I nudged it with my foot, and as I did so, an 
enormous insect fell out and landed on its back, its legs wriggling in the air hideously. I recoiled in 
horror, but then I felt sorry for the helpless creature. After helping it to its feet, it scurried away. 


8 January 17. I almost called in sick this morning. Legs very sore, bed very nice. When 
I did manage to appear at the office, I was told someone had “hacked 


site" and made 
heart attack, w 


just wanted to 


ellowing, *No 
he doesn't tell 
was a shopping 


nen flung the 


Our sleep 


means, but Jimmy and Pe 


8 January 18. Today at work a filthy, bearded gentleman stoo 


stopped shouting, then took a long dramatic swig from a bottle of some 


whoever was doing the blowing. But as the night wore on and the the jo 


it say, ALL YUOR BASE ARE BELONG TO US" [sic] 


into our company's web 
. Diane just about had a 


hile Mr. Jenkins was positively apoplectic. I don't know what the cryptic message 


After work I met Kenneth at his office to sign more mountains of 
down Castro Street I noted with a smirk the mannequins in the shop windows have conspicuous 
bulges in their pants, purposefully arranged by savvy homosexual shop o 


ask you if you minded if I did some hammering.” 


me what to do, nobody, I mean, nobody tells me what 
cart full of junk-bottles, old wood, coat hangers, his prec 


bag into the bushes and disappeared down the street, mu 


was disturbed around midnight by someone blowing repe 
and then laughing. At 


er were laughing uproariously about it downstairs. Ah, Youth! 


documents. On the way 


'Wners. 


At 9:30, there was a knock at our door. It was the woman with the hammer. “Yeah, hi...I 


Every time we ride the lift together, she asks, “What floor?" I answer “6” and she says, “Oh, 
yeah, you're my neighbor. What's your name again?" I can't remember 
east I recognize her hatchet face when I see it. 


her name, either, but at 


m 


below my office window 


ody tells me what to do! Nobody! Not even me! You don’t tell me what to do, 


to do," &c. Before him 
ious things. Presently he 
hing in a paper bag. He 
tering. 


atedly into a trombone 


first, I could hear other people laughing, too, which seemed to encourage 


iminished an 


wn 


eventually ceased altogether. 


e grew old, the laughing 


8 January 20. Lucie had to work, so after accompanying her as far as Market St., I 
ent the rest of the morning wandering around North Beach, which, despite being absorbed by 
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I didn't have anything else to say, but then remembered we went to the same dentist. “I say, 
Im still seeing Dr. Wu. You know, he's a really fine dentist. I’m so glad you recommended him 


to me." 


"I don't know a Dr. Wu,” she snapped. 


*Yes you do. You recommended him to me, remember?" 


“I’ve been seeing Dr. Schwartz for twelve years." 


*Ahem, I could have sworn you told me about Dr. Wu. Well, it was nice to see you again!" 


*You, too. Buh-by 
“Ta ta.” 


e." 


I felt like an ignoramus, but then I started thinking. I am almost positive I recall a dialog 
during which she had told me all about her root canal. She said her dentist's name was Dr. Wu; 
she praised him highly. I had written the name down and called him a few weeks after that. Why 


would she pretend not to know him now? I must 


e going daft. 


8 February 3. After work Lucie and I went to our new apartment to see how things were 
wasn't finished, but said he could come back tomorrow even though he 


progressing. Fernando 


normally doesn't work on Sundays. He still needs 


8 February 4. 


(although the hot and cold water taps are reversed), 


c 


o 


The work on the apartment is 


ct 


o the kitchen floor and 


did. Lucie and I brought over a few boxes then removed to the roof deck, a 


and feeling very pleasec 


8 February 6. 


carpet can be (we got t 


with ourselves. 


The carpet installers came and 


finish painting. 


finally completed. The kitchen looks great 
he paint looks great, everything looks splen- 


miring our new view 


went. The new carpe 


is as magnificent as 


1e best they had), but the installers left over a dozen small, black spots in 


various places, as well as a few dark smudges on our freshly painted walls. I called Pioneer Carpets 
to complain, and they agreed to send someone over to take a look. 


8 February 7. 


in here!” 


"a 


Diane stuck her head in my offi 


ce today and said, *Eww, it smells like socks 


“Get...out!” I hissed with a wave of my hand, but in a playful way, so she wouldn't think I 
loathed her (she is my supervisor, after all). 


“You might not notice it because you're a guy, but it does smell like a locker room in here. 


You should leave this d 


oor open." 


My office does not smell like a locker room. It doesn't smell like anything except fresh air, 
because I always have my windows open. Diane just can't stand it that I have an office now, 
especially one that’s superior to hers. 


8 February 8. The gentleman from Pioneer Carpets came out and agreed that the spots 
were indeed black. He said he would have someone call us about having the spots removed. 


oq ur peoq Kur poy oq ‘tury Aq pozoonbs J se xoeq əy} uo our Surdde[s *uorqeorxojur sty Jo oo13op 
Əy} e1eorpur 03 ƏSA [rijs e oAes op «dn payony 433e1d ur ‘dn poxonj 43391d ur 3r utunp 
poy iJjooAA. ^xuo[d jo peyser eq ‘our Surzrugooer moyym ‘Amos eur ye dn poexoo[ 3u92UTA 
4,u0K ore MOH "3uoourA ‘SUTU@AS poor), 
`siəsno.z) sty dn diz o3 Sur[g2najs sem opp ‘AVM oY} Sup[po[q sem 
oyM ‘AqqoT oy} ur errurA ioqqsreu mo peseyuNodue T “SuruəAə sty} SUIP[M ino Suzu uod”~ 
"Sutr[sry uo euro; A3jou s,[ossoy pue sydeisojoyd ressexg Jo yooq e '&rood 
quopeoop Jo SOUMIOA WS [e10A08 uo &epos yseo jo urns ojeurpaour ue uodg ‘SS Arenue § 


"pej[edde Ajoyeatid ure mq uorurdo Kur ppyyya [ "A1oSans orjse[d o3 uonrppe sry Sureoor 
‘mel Jupp ATpeploep * set p OIN JVI} 310guroosrp (314 poorjou [ SHY snot? Jo [ooqog oosroued1q 
ueg oY} ye qone ue oq 03 Sur&pnjs sou JNO sum} y Mq ‘OO oY} VV osn 0} OALT, OM urergodc 
jeqo1oy oqopy 94} ut se *jeqodoy 3ueour oq 3uSnou1 I 3S1 FY ‘Sosse 3eqo1oe Suppe] uooq s,ot sn 
p[o3 ootN. "utrq yy puorgÁoq reu p, guno& e pey oym ‘ory ogur pedumq am 3seppeatq 193] V 


'S1oUeo[ 
ay} 0} Joy X003 ƏH, ‘se qons 'sursturoqdno o[qrssod 19440 dn yury} 03 uegoq uy} 9M ,;soKo iet 
1ƏAO [OOM oY} po[md og, *poxreurox PUJ Joy ‘IEHL s,ueuroa * Surpaesor (porq ur oraour e poz 
oug 'osinoo1ojur [enxos 1oJ ursruroqdno V SLM soo s,ouo I9A0 [OOM Ə} [Nd 04, oseryd əy} 3]8noq 
ous p[rg» pews e sem ous uogA moy 3noqe &i103s € our p[03 INT ‘aye ƏM sy 'suoods AsvoIS əy 


JO JSoIsvors oY} ouo sq? ‘Toup Aqreou e je jseppeorq ino yoo} [ pue olny “Tz ATenuer 8 


"193990; orpei əy} uo ore uojsurA, pue ot uoqA sr 31y pogeurrue 
Moy st &uung seym Lem sy 3snf seyg ‘apni oq 0} SUTAI} z, usem gry sn pornsse uojsutA 7399 
sm ye Surrejs pue o33o1eSro e Sup[ours ‘sn purqoq Hoq € pəxMo|oJj yy ‘Teq oy} Yor o^ uym pue 
*"SuruoAo [[e əuo[e Jes ƏH “Jour 1949 JAVY J uos1od InJuseq ysour əy} sdeuzod st oym *(uoryejs orper 
esSo[[oo e uo moys pouroqj-oje1td e op om} 944) JY 3ODBDDIS sty Suo[e ySnoiq pey uojsutAA 


"umo 
1y} Jo Iopureuiol ou pe[e»ueo pue Sepa sod dn UoXo.1q peu Sure, SutAeoT eur jeu peounouue 
SBM jr uoqA ‘00:7 [UN onw ynoqe wy [IM oxods om ‘Irup ye poALLTe uojsurAA “JMS [oo 
*€i1o-s(p, Aur ur snonotdsuoo yey [ "gurreoA ərəm siojsdrq SuNOA əy} eym SurA1osqo Aq soA[osino 
pesnure əm os 'Apreo o194 oA, "(uno Kur WOT po[[eoo1 Aup I WOYM) surety, SurA€oe' oT, oos 
0} poguem oym 'uojsurA, POW OF juourqgsr[qejso Sup[utrp MOT e 03 JOM [ pue ən 00:01 IV 
"jueprse1q mo ye qef Asurmnpo e 43987 ur sem 
oxof epeq Sururreqo e se uno ISIH ye J JM JEY} POSTLI [ Udy pojuroddesrp sem I : 39911S 
yoddng,, peel oj 3901318 usng uo suSIs əy} po1oj[e pey ouoouiros poorjou [ ouroq AVM əy} UC 

,'Utuma4os PUD uto 9urur JULM J "quinq ourur JULM UOP IL, ‘osned 
pourn-[[9A * Joye ‘pres uoy} ueuro[juo8 puooos oq], ,JUING—IoBinqurey ou), 5009 94} 03 poynoys 
Uy} ,3umq Aot p YLA, tperdox sso1jrea oq], PULUNG 3t sque ƏH, '*pəUrre[o ong'eo[oo sty [qun 
*puejsiopun 0} JOU pouloos OYM *sso1jrea [ejuoru) oy} 03 H Surjeodoa ydoy oq-,pojeuro1o, 1094nq 
su poropio ueuro[juoS ou() 'j€o oj ur oureo s1oj€1odo Ted o[qeo ouros ‘Jeou Kur poustug [ SV 


'nuour əy} OG 03 JNO poum} y Mq ,;sjuoumoop S0} ore WYM, Mno} [ pue 'sioded 
YA portu 19p[oj e[rueur e our popuer pue our p9399:9 sso1jre« ou, IUP :3S [[940q  o1nosqo UL 3e 
youn] Kur Yoo) J woy fem oY} UQ UWY uerpejp [eƏrio3stq SH JO IAH e SUPPI [js 'uwoleurqo 


€ Ic AUVANVE PTE 


« SA» 
«i Wd OY} 3? [Is NOA ory ¿nos ore MOP "Squeqj Tes gme, 
a ¿OÁ 91e MOH "IH "uen IO, 


¿itoou:əlje poor), 


"Vds ou} ye 

X104 0j posn J uroq^ TIM ‘oyTeMYyJNoG ereqriegq ogur podumng | oA wo owog ABM ət) UC 
19333 oy} ut 
3do[s pey I jt se ‘yny xoeq Aut ‘dn 308 [ vey AA  193e[ o3nurur ouo go 3uoA wee oY} pue ^p:9 3e 
sorseuur&S3 yeo TYLA dn our oyom Juo 7929 ‘moosse e ur poxeu Suroq tour SurAeo[ INT 10s 
ye o[qnozj ur Surj398 ‘werp ÁAjorxue ATOAO peu uoy} mq 'doo[se pez A[[enguoAo prp I 'Ssopuooso1o 
ay} 1eoq qns pmo? mq sand reo Aw po31esur [ ` ,ieuueg po[Suedg-re3g M.L, z4of 044} ‘Surem 
peyieys Xə[[e ot} ur UNG e jqsruprur Jaye eurrjourog "juourjrede MoU INO 0} ouop Sutəq YOM əy} 
jnoqe Sur&roA 3dox [ osueooq doo[se [ej j,up[noo I j3usru [njpeoqp e yey, *z, K1enaqo,q 8 


‘routtid e 3snf sea yurd ou yey ‘Jorjer Kur 03 ‘oul posse oym optreuroq 
pepe» T 3ueurjrede pjo oy} 03 yorq 308 [ uəuA os ‘ysi[suq exods KpoqoN ‘op jo peoejsur yurd 
urigdse-&qeq pojured uooq peu uroorqjeq oy} poorjou I t10110q Kur ol, "Surjoerjuoo ‘s10JOVIYUOD 
əy} punoj [ o1oua 3uourrede Aou IMO oj pəusn: pue Q(rp W 3104 yor | ‘T ATenaqeaq 8 


'00:8 1€ ouroq 308 A[[eug OM UIM PAOI 919A ƏM OS ‘TOY FUP 9104 399] Sjoron' pue 
Əutərpəut p[oo r^ pojepos ÁAprAeoq SVM J "poorid-19A0 IO snoəprq 3,u910A FEY} SJOUIGR uoqo1p 107 
Surmqoreos *eoxg snorjsuour ay} pue szodəq SOY Jupp om} 03 uem; ‘Aeg yseq ou ur odxq 30do(q 
ƏutoH OY} 03 eror] YPM AUP 03 q3nouoe poeyeurmue sem T “Ir qs ySnoyyy “os Arenue § 


ip[o2 Aut 10} yonu og 'spuerio Suruuni 
pue so[dures jod.reo pue yured dn Suryord Aep oy} Jo 3so1 oy} 3ueds pue og: ye dn 308 ƏM 


"weo1a 
@ YIM poq ogur xoeq pomeo [ pue 'ouroq snq gE pexoed ÁA[qwAorpqun ue yoo} ƏM 'OIOp*SIALT 
Jo ysom 30ds e puy prp Áq[feug [ seynurur A3uo*j 3noqe yy -Suruiour Aepyoem e uo o[qrssoduir 
Teou st yor ‘Jods e puy 0} Sur&rj A419 OY} IOAO fe OAOIP I Se our poraeduroooe INT ‘00:2 Aq 
Ie ƏY} ƏAour OJ peq pue UMOJUMOP poxred pey  ooutg Mep prs e Supe, sem p SurÁes [reur-o ue 
our yes J ‘osou &uuni e yya pue Surzəəus ‘yeom ‘oped 0g:9 ye dn əjow [. ‘6g K1enuef 8 


PPY e 
əgt3s 03 eAeq prp I *pexeuueur-r yt Surpuy oydsoq ‘puey sty [ILM poquiás oruejes € Suppeur opa 
«id ANNNNZZZZVVVVAL, ‘our 1e mopu oy} mo pojnous &oq oruedsrg opi e qorqa woy ‘our 
possed ues omger pym e *ouroq AVM oq uo oSprigp 9489 uop[or) oy} sso1oe SUAIP or Mw 


`IƏA195941 oy} dn Suny pue 'poxireq [ ,/no& op IƏYPƏN, 


'peyeo[q oy ,/Surop oI, nos eym mouy nok oxrp punos 3,uop NOA, 


CUBLIRIGI] ema ur Jy, 


T00% `£ YALAVHO 9c 


24 CHAPTER 3. 2001 


crook of his arm and began to sing momentarily, but stopped when I escaped his grip and continued 
toward the lift. Mon dieu, that armpit! As I reached the lobby I could hear him bellowing once 
again, as if in defiance, “God damn I’m fucked up!” 


8 January 23. The bench at the bus station was full, so I waited near the curb while 
reading Zola’s The Fortune of the Rougons. I soon became conscious of the little Oriental woman 
who always shoves her way into the bus ahead of everyone else, then takes forever to pay with a 
handful of pennies and nickels while the other passengers wait patiently with their tickets in hand. 
She was standing to my right, ready to spring to action as soon as the bus appeared. I resolved to 


board ahead of her this time, but when the bus arrived, I was too distracted by my book to notice 
and she was the first one aboard again. 


After lunch, I was walking into the corner store when I witnessed a wrecked dune buggy pull 
up, from which climbed an unwashed hippie. He had an unworldly, shipwrecked appearance, due 
in part to his costume of tattered paisley pyjamas and bare feet. 


“Can you spare $1.50?" he pleaded. 
“N 


As I shopped for a bottle of Campari, I could hear the hippie haggling with the grocer. When 
I approached the counter, the hippie repeated, “Are you sure you can’t spare $1.75?” 


“Yes.” 
After the hippie left, I observed a six-pack of Coors he had left behind on the counter. 


§ January 25. A tempest blew in at lunch, accompanied by thunder, lightning, and hail. 
Jean-Luc gave Lucie the keys to the apartment today, so after work we raced over. We've a 
mortgage! I shuddered with delight. 


After nodding to the doorman, we took the lift to the 8th floor. The excitement mounted as 
I struggled to figure out the door locks, then ceremoniously carried Lucie over the threshold. 


A ’30s-era brochure calls our new building, “an imposing 22-story Class A structure of 400 
rooms, one of the newest and tallest in the West.” Built in 1930, it began as a grand apartment 
hotel; in 1960, they became California’s first condominiums. 


Our “bohemian pad” consists of a large living room, a sleeping alcove, a kitchenette-dinette, 
a dressing room and bath, about 566 square feet total. We’ve a view through three large windows 
of the downtown skyline, the Tenderloin, SOMA, and in the distance, Potrero Hill and the bay. 
There is a deck on the 16th floor and parking in the basement (our names are on the three-year 
waiting list). 

The apartment has seen better days. The carpet is stained as if a keg of tea had exploded 
all over it, the kitchen cabinets and appliances are wrecked, some hideous “track” lighting and a 
“country-style” ceiling fan need to be removed, and various other things need to be taken care of, 
but it’s not so bad that one would call it a “fixer-upper”. 


Lucie and I spent two hours rummaging through the old man’s things, which we purchased 
with the apartment. He was a religious man; he kept a well-thumbed Bible next to his bed, and 
the walls were adorned with several crucifixes. Dozens of butterfly ornaments adorned the ceiling 
and walls. A desk was stuffed with old correspondence, theatre programs, ticket stubs, and back 
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issues of Playbill. A bookcase contained chiefly Reader’s Digest condensed books, novels by Peter 
Benchley and Dick Francis, and a Chuck Yeager biography. Next to these was a collection of thrift 
store bric-a-brac and cheap chinoiserie. A neat closet contained five well-worn hats, six pairs of 
cowboy boots, and ten shirts. Scattered throughout the apartment we found nine scissors; however, 
I could find not a single screwdriver, needed to remove the heavy curtains over the windows and 
sleeping alcove. 


We discarded what we couldn't save for charity-spoiled food, toiletries, old newspapers. It 
was sad work. I found it particularly melancholy to touch his more personal belongings, such as 
his reading glasses, which were sitting on top of a book called Give Us This Day: A Devotional 
Guide to Daily Living. Lucie found his wallet on a table, which had been emptied by someone (the 
authorities”). 


I opened the windows to bring in some fresh air, and looked down eight floors to the pavement 
where Thomas Hill and his dog's lives ended. 


8 January 28. It was a lazy day at the library, although I did have a few real reference 
questions (as opposed to the usual, “How late are you open?” and “Do you have [insert title of 
whatever Oprah is telling everyone to read this week here]?") One woman called and asked in 
a sultry voice what Münchausen's Syndrome was, how to spell it, &c. An ill-dressed gentleman 
wanted a list of the four hundred richest men in America. Later, I got a call from a teenaged boy. 


“Is this the reference desk?" I thought his tone a bit patronizing. 
“Yes,” I replied cautiously, “what can I do for you?" 
“What time does the Superbowl come on TV?" 


“Let me check...please hold the line” While I was waiting for the television schedule to 
download on the computer, I joked, “The Superbowl...that's basketball, right?" 


“Football,” he replied, irritably. 


"Here we are, it says here 6:35." 


“6:35? "That's impossible!” he snapped. 


“What makes you say that?" 
“Is the other lady there? 


*No, there's just me." 


“Can I speak to someone else?” he demanded, impatiently. 
“No.” 
“6:35, is that "West Coast’ time?” 


“T don’t know,” I lied. “It doesn’t say. But I can try to find out for you if you’d wait just a 
moment.” 

“Are you sure the normal lady isn’t there?” 

“I do not know of which lady you speak.” 

“The nice Italian lady.” 
“No.” 


“What about the librarian?” he interrupted. 
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spam. They installed a special program which is supposed to eliminate spam in general, but all 
the Korean smut still gets through. 


Ileft work at 3:30 to meet Lucie in Palo Alto for more movies at the Stanford Theater. We 
were going to meet at the Rose & Duck Pub, but when we walked in, it was empty except for 
several British thugs who all turned around and stared at us. Our second choice was the Peninsula 
Fountain & Grill, which turned out to be more our style. It was a well-preserved old-timey diner 
but in the "30s mode, so there were none of those ubiquitous James Dean and Marilyn Monroe 
posters one typically sees at other diners. My only complaint is they have divided some of the 
booths into two by means of a big piece of wood, so now they're too narrow to sit in comfortably; 
the gentleman next to me kept wiggling around, which I felt on my side of the seat, which we 
shared. 


We finished dining just in time for Girl Crazy (1932), which was definitely the worst film in 
the series (although still better than anything proffered by Hollywood today). Twenty minutes 
into the movie, who arrives late and sits directly behind us, kicking our seats and making lots of 
noise with plastic bags? Those terrible Lesbians we had to move away from last time! We changed 
seats again, but could still hear them speaking in their ^outdoor" voices and laughing at scenes 
which weren't funny. Halfway through the movie I had a sneezing fit which lasted several minutes 

I had to remove to the lobby until it subsided. 


8 March 24. Iarrived in New Orleans alone at five o'clock. Lucie couldn't come because 
she is suffering from the grippe. From the airport I took a cab with a giant *praying hands" display 
in the back window to the Hilton Garden Inn, near the convention center. I tossed my suitcase 
into my room and flew to the French Quarter. 


I was impressed by the distinctiveness of it all; if not for a frat guy sticking his bare, pink ass 
out of the window of a fluorescent green Humvee limousine with Mississippi license plates, I'd have 
thought I was somewhere in the Old World. Those ninety-six square blocks , however, stand in 
stark contrast to the ugliness of the rest of what I'd seen of the Big Easy, which may as well have 
been Shreveport. 


Ihad dinner on the balcony of the Royal Café, where I had a bird's-eye view of the bacchanalia 
in the streets below which was intensifying at an alarming rate. I ordered the crawfish etoufée, 
which was satisfactory, except I didn't like the waiter. He kept hovering nearby, asking repeatedly 
if I liked everything, or if I wanted any “fresh ground pepper" (my pet peeve). When he brought 
my plate to the table, he set it down with a ridiculous flourish of his hand, crying, “Bon appetit!" 
Later, when I wanted more wine, he had disappeared. 


When I returned to the hotel at 11:00, I was too excitable to sleep, so I turned on the picture 
box. On “Jerry Springer” there was an overweight man who had a fetish for comestibles. His obese 
prostitute girlfriend devoured flapjacks off his body (their nakedness was digitally obscured), then 
they both took a bath in a tub filled with creamed corn. Another guest preferred to vomit upon 
his lover, which the producers had the common decency not to shew directly. It was appalling, 
but I couldn't take my eyes off the screen. 


I called Lucie (who was two hours earlier than I) and said, “Hi it's me call me back (504) 525- 
0044 room 632," click. I did that because the last time I called her from a Marriott in Philadelphia, 
we spoke for an hour and I was charged $77. 
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bumper (or door), horns blaring, none moving. For a few minutes we stopped to regard the chaos, 
unbelieving, then proceeded to the Métro, where we transferred to the RER which took us to the 
bland northwestern suburb of Achëres. 


Situated next to the train depot in a vast complex of dismal-looking featureless buildings 
surrounded by a sea of parking lots, Delphine's building was difficult to find; unbeknownst to us, 
we had circled it several times before returning to the depot to use a telephone. After we told her 
where we were, she stuck her head out her window and waved. 


Delpine's one-bedroom apartment, which she bought last year, is petite by American stan- 
dards, but comfortable, its furnishings a combination of family heirlooms and Ikea. Two blue 
canvas sofas formed an *L" in the corner next to a rattan coffee table, nearby was a glass dining 
able and four practical chairs. A small rattan bookcase held some books, mostly French transla- 
ions of Stephen King and Danielle Steel, a small hi-fi next to a stack of classical compact discs, 
and a portable television. The kitchen was American-style but still very small; down a short hal 


was a bathroom and a bedroom which we weren't shown. 


Dinner was a three-hour affair with several courses, a spread of salmon and cream cheese on 
ittle pieces of toast, a simple salad, quiche of cheese and fines herbes, followed by an experimenta 
desert, which was a sort of nut and fruit pastry which Delphine had never made before and was 
anxious to know what we thought of it. When I said it was “pas terrible," she and Amar abou 
died laughing. Despite our imperfect French and Amar's even weaker English (Delphine's is nearly 
fluent), we were able to communicate without much difficulty; we even talked about poetry an 
hilosophy while managing to make ourselves understood to one another. When I told Delphine 
about the boar's hoof candlestick incident, she placed the blame solely upon the proprietor, who 
"should have known" the candlesticks were fragile and was just asking for a mishap so he coul 
ake advantage of an unsuspecting customer. This attitude surprised me, as in America it's “You 
reak it, you buy it." 


At 2:00 a.m. Delphine and Amar offered to drive us home in her new Volkswagen Jetta; 
distracted by her cell phone, she had crashed her other car a week earlier. As we were leaving, 
Lucie reminded her to blow out the candles, but Delphine insisted there was no harm in leaving 
hem burning. We took the back roads through Sartrouville to see Delphine's old apartment 
building, then through La Défense to the étoile, which she negotiated while turned around in her 
seat; Lucie and I gripped our own seats in anticipation of the impact, which never came. The 
Champs-élysées was a veritable parking lot of cars filled with suburban partygoers through which 
we crawled at an escargot's pace. To bed at 4:00. Steps taken today: 11,600. 


8 September 2. Up at 10:00; Lucie and I explored the busy Marais, bustling with homo- 
sexuals and Orthodox Jews, then the neighborhood surrounding the place de la Bastille, which we 
found rather down at the heels. We observed a woman dining at a café with an outrageous pink 
picture hat (which called to mind the fancy lady dog in P. D. Eastman's Are You My Mother?, in 
which she inquires, “Do you like my hat?"). North of the place was a small amusement park with 
various rides, games, and so forth, where we sat and watched the children. We later zig-zagged our 
way to the place des Vosges where we enjoyed a small chamber orchestra playing Vivaldi before 
discovering a lovely antique furniture shop. We found a exquisite walnut burlwood French art déco 
occasional table for a reasonable price, but the English proprietress balked at our request to have 
it shipped to San Francisco. She asked for our phone number and said she would check with UPS 
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36 CHAPTER 3. 2001 


ottles, vampiric tote bags, t-shirts with Anne Rice's face on them, and a computer monitor with 
a note taped to it which said Rice had used it to write one of her novels, marked *SOLD". 


I walked down Magazine back to the hotel, peering into the windows of various antique and 
vintage clothing stores which had closed at 5:00; I would try to return tomorrow, if possible. By 
ihe time I reached Jackson St. it was getting dark; the neighborhood was assuming a sinister 
character, so I hailed a cab. It was driven by a black man who was speaking Cajun French into 
his cell phone; his accent was so thick I could barely understand what he was saying. His speech 
surprised and delighted me; I had assumed Cajun French was spoken only in rural areas and I 
1adn't expected to hear any in the city. 


8 March 28. Upon settling the hotel bill, I was incensed by the fact that each two-second 
call I made to Lucie had cost me $5.76. Why, that's highway robbery! 


The convention ended at noon. It was warm, so I changed out of my suit, then took a cab 
back to the Garden District. I discovered a beautiful, ancient cemetery, which was remarkable for 
its complete lack of graffiti. In fact, I realized that I had seen little or no graffiti since I left San 
Francisco. The antique shops on Magazine turned out to be less interesting than I had hoped, so I 
took another cab to the French Quarter. I had luncheon at a little diner on Royal St., then spent 
an hour in a used bookstore on Chartres, where I found a hardback first edition of Kiki’s Paris: 
Artists and Lovers, 1900-1930 to replace our paperback copy. 


My 5:00 flight on United was two hours late. While I was waiting, I overheard a little girl 
ask her father, “Dad, when are we going to blast off?" The flight home was turbulent and I felt 
feverish and claustrophobic; the couple behind me had two babies which shrieked in my ears (one 
in each ear) the entire way home. 


8 April 2. Lucie and I were awakened at dawn by the amplified sounds of a shrieking baby. 
Someone in the building next door was operating a karaoke machine, holding its microphone in 
front of a baby's mouth. The reverberation effect made the shrieking not unlike that of guitar 
feedback. One must really be mad to behave this way at such an obscene hour; I am afraid to 
approach this person. 


8 April 3. At noon I went to the druggist’s to pick up my photographs of New Orleans. 
Upon opening the envelope I discovered not my own black and white documents of antebellum 
architecture but someone else's crude snapshots; one of a swimming pool with a blue tarpaulin 
over it, another of a hideous baby, and another of a sunburned gentleman wearing a sleeveless 
t-shirt emblazoned with the phrase *XXL CAJONES". I went back into the store and had to wait 
in line to complain. The girl behind the counter filled out a form (misspelling my name, address, 
and phone number which I was obliged to correct), and I left empty-handed. 


8 April 7. Tonight was the Art Deco Society's Platinum Ball. We paid $100 for the tickets 
months ago, but on this night we were too languorous to budge from the divan. Also, I can't forget 
what happened at last year's féte, at which I was sorely tempted to bludgeon an insolent fellow 
who had it coming to him. Instead, we stayed home and watched Gervaise (Clément, 1956), a 
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45 


8 August 28. We're still sleeping on the floor by the windows because it’s so pleasantly 
cool, rather like San Francisco. I woke up at three o'clock and looked 


out over the rooftops, the 


only sound was the wind and an occasional scooter in the distance. Tartines for breakfast at 
he café on the corner, then we wandered around the 7th to the 16th, stopping along the way 
o see Serge Gainsbourg's house, which was covered with graffiti, fan letters, and stencils of his 
visage. At the Eiffel Tower we paused to gawk at the pandemonium of tourists. Everyone was fat, 
sunburned, and eating barbe à papa (I love that name—” Papa’s Beards”) and ice cream cones from 
he numerous nearby ice cream stands (these exist nowhere else in Paris that I know of). All the 
souvenir vendors were minorities, their arms loaded with miniature Eiffel Towers on large rings. 


m 


Across the Seine, Lucie and I witnessed a young father pick up a traffic cone, then shout 
hrough it at his toddler for laughs; however, the stunt terrified the little tyke, who burst into 
ears. Delphine was right, Passy is very “NAP”, which is what people say now instead of “BCBG”. 
The women in this quartier look like clones of Patsy from “Absolutely Fabulous.” While Lucie 
went into Sephora, I stayed outdoors to watch people; I was pleased when a young Dutch woman 
asked me for directions to the Métro and I gave them to her in French-I almost felt like a local! I 
was surprised by the large number of SUV’s in the neighborhood, as I hadn’t really seen any until 
now. Distance walked to-day: 15,001 steps. 


8 August 29. Breakfast at home, then off to explore the 13th, past the old hospitals- 
Baudelocque, Val de Gráce, Cochin-down the rue de la Santé, then we zig-zagged our way to the 
Cité Florale, once a swamp in the 19th century but now a charming neighborhood of distinctive, 
petite brick houses situated on a small maze of streets named after flowers-rue des Orchidées, rue 
des Volubilis, rue des Glycines, &c. I had to laugh when I saw a flyer taped to a pole which said 
"PROBLEME D'ARGENT? TRAVAILLEZ DE VOTRE DOMICILE”; underneath was a phone 
number one could call to begin making money today. As we stopped to read the bumper stickers 
on the back of an old Volkswagen van, there suddenly appeared a mob of dozens of German tourists 
on bicycles, who rode past us slowly as we waved to each of them. As we found our way back to 
busy streets, we saw several African women wearing the colorful, traditional garb of their country 
(I can't guess which one it was); they looked really wonderful. I can hardly describe them; I guess 
I could never be a travel writer. Behind them, a large electronic billboard advertised Lord of the 
Dance. 


Soon we had arrived at the Parc Montsouris, or “Mouse Mountain", throughout which families, 
children, and students from the nearby université did whatever people do when they go to the park. 
We watched as a group of children used sticks to retrieve a soccer ball which had bounced into 
a pond. Halfway up a the hill, an overweight working class couple picnicked; the man was right 
out of a Pagnol film, with his protruding belly, beret, thick, curly moustache, and pipe. His wife 
had a huge beehive hairdo, heels and a pencil skirt and tight sleeveless blouse which accentuated 
her ample assets. Scattered about at their feet and on nearby benches were several plastic bags of 
food and a bottle of Evian. 


We took the Métro to the Gare d'Austerlitz, then walked through the Jardin des Plantes to the 
Arènes de Lutèce where we watched the locals play boules. A delicious and relatively inexpensive 
dinner at the ancient Polidor, which was packed with students, locals, and tourists; we helped a 
good-natured elderly German couple at the next table read the menu, which was in both English 
and French (but not German). Distance walked to-day: 16,986 steps. 
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8 April 27. 
I had scored a perfect bull's-eye; yolk 


In the light o 


over the window sill and into an ini 


8 April 30. As arrived a 
together with pink rib 
a scene from a Hallmark car 


curb, tie 
resemble: 


it all d. 


someone 


a 


= 


Lucie came hom 


“You should go 
his would accomplish. Of course, one has no idea where one could find such apparel. 


ay in my cubic 


e from wor 


theo 


terior box fan. 


CHAPTER 3. 2001 


day, I was able to assess the damage from last night's air strike. 
had splattered all over the window, then had dripped all 


Tice this morning, I perceived some colorful balloons by the 
bon. Peeking out from behind the balloons was a cute kitten-it 
. I assumed it was a neighbor's kitten, but I worried about 


e; when I left at 5:00 it was gone, and the balloons lay deflated in the gutter. 


at work had commented on 
resses inappropriate 


I ask 
pants an 


y for work. 


fuming, complaining that today Ursula had told her, snidely, 
“You look like you're on your way to a cocktail party." It was the third time in as many days 
her attire in a way which suggested Lucie overdres 


S Or 


ed Lucie what Ursula was wearing at the time, and she replied, *Ghastly purple sweat- 
an oversized polo shirt with marshmallow trainers." 


o work dressed exactly like her someday," I teased, unsure of exactly what 


8 May 1. After work, Lucie and I went to the Legion of Honor to see the "Spirit of Mont- 
's always packed) out to 33rd, then walked up 
the hill, talking and holding hands. Before we went inside, we paused to admire an enormous 


martre" exhibition. We took a packed 38 bus (i 


cargo ship entering the bay, beyond which the dis 
Beyond the Farallones to the west, the fuzzy, pi 
gloaming was lovely and we were in high spirits. 


ant waves were smashing against the headlands. 
nk sun was slowly sinking into the ocean. The 


The exhibition consisted of paintings, drawings, posters, books and ephemera, all pleasing. 


I wou 


d have wanted to purchase the catalog, 
quality paper. At seven o'clock we were ushere 
entertainment. First (after fifteen minutes of pre 


Satie, Ravel, and Pou 


M 
songs 
by Les 


A 


aurice Jonas, a 
by Yvette Guil 
Bons Bons per: 


terwards, we walked up Geary to Gaspare’ 


a sala 


Modugno and Aurelio Fierro. 


§ May 3. This morning I kil 


and two meat 


retired Stan 


ich her frienc 


valls. I love t 


enc on the piano, with intel 
Next, Barnaby Conrad gave a slide lecture about h 
he was going to be there, I would have brought our copy of his book for him to sign. 


ord professor o 


ee teenaged gir. 
replied, “She’l 


into t 


iminary speeches), Gwendolyn Mok performe 
igent and lively commentary between each piece. 


is boo! 


' French literature, played recordings of cabare 
bert and Aristide Bruant and made remarks about each. This was followe 
orming the can-can to the music o 
can-can, I overheard one of the thr 
we were here?” to wh 


s sitting behind us say, “But how can we prove 
believe us, she always believes us.” 


out it was too expensive and printed on poor- 


he theater for lectures, music, and other 


on the history of absinthe. Had I known 


Offenbach, who were a hoot. During the 


Tha 


1eir jukebox, w! 


the tortellini with meat sauce; Lucie ha 


vich has old-timey Italian records by Domenico 


ed two fat flies in my office. Flies are among the only creatures 


I will willingly kill; the others are cockroaches and mosquitoes. I am for some reason unable to 
muster any sympathy for them. 


3.78. AUGUST 24 


43 


8 August 24. Upon arrival at Charles de Gaulle, we called Georges then took the RER to 


he top floor, t 


[^ 


haped toilet) 


ramed Monet 
'oam-cushione 


1e towers of S 


It was so 


loveseats; and a bevy of ’country-style’ trifle 


-Sulpice, St-Germain-des-Prés, and in the di: 


umid we dragged our mattresses into the 1 


he Luxembourg station; we dragged our suitcases across the gardens in ninety-degree heat to our 
sixth-floor apartment at 66, rue de Vaugirard. One must take the elevator to the fifth floor (the 
sixth by American reckoning), then walk down a crooked hall 


o à narrow, ancient staircase, up to 


hen down another crooked hall to our door, which bears no number. Once inside, 
here is a bathroom and kitchen (both tiny, although the bathroom has an interesting octagonal- 
o the left, the bedroom, with its low, slanted ceiling and wall of cupboards, to 
1e right; further back is the living and dining room. The 
oster on a plastic easel on the mantelpiece; 


décor was not our cup of tea-a tiny, 
; a pair of uncomfortable cobalt blue 
s but the view more than made up for 


his-large French doors in the living room opened onto small balconies from which one may see 


stance, Sacré Coeur. 


iving room and next to the windows 


which were opened wide; but due to our jet lag we didn't sleep a wink anyway. 


8 August 25. Up at 10:30; lunch at a brasserie ca 
o the Gare Montparnasse to buy our tickets to Nantes, where we waited in line behind a French- 
speaking family whose children were waving miniature Amer 
nearby pharmacy. The young clerk asked us what we wanted; 
us to a shelf near the entrance. As we discussed the various 
y our proximity 


conversion to t 
on the job. 


We spent 


a filthy denim 


crosswalk and 


At 


led L'Horizon, then we walked down 


ican flags. Afterwards, we went into a 
when Lucie told him sunscreen, he led 
xands, the automatic door, activated 


o it, flapped open and shut continually-it was a rather awkward moment. The 
clerk seemed nervous; when the telephone rang and he turne 
in the middle of the room. When he returned, I tried to as 
now the word for it. The manager, who overheard us from a back room appeared; he was able 
o assist us because he knew a little English. When the cler 
have difficulty with my credit card; I think the problem ha 


d to answer it, he tripped over a chair 
him for shaving cream, but I didn't 


k rang up our purchase, he seemed to 
something to do with the impending 


1e euro. As the manager helped him, we real 


ized it was the young man's first day 


he afternoon exploring the 15th arrondisement, which seemed quite deserted, as 
many Parisians are still on holiday. At a café on the place du Général-Beuret, we saw our first 
French slob (everyone else is well-groomed and neatly dressed) emerge from the café, then wait in 


presumably) had the right of way. 


his double-parked Saab while blasting American rap music. I call him a ’slob’ because he wore 
jacket with its sleeves cut off, baggy “cargo” style shorts, and badly-worn sandals; 
is hair was uncombed and his general appearance was that of a person who does not wash. As 
e finally drove away, he honked impatiently at a woman and her three children, who were in the 


We rested at the café for an hour, watching the world go by. Parked across the street was 
a cheap ‘dirt bike’ on which was painted an American “stars ’n’ stripes" design; nearby, a neon 
orse's head advertised horse meat — J. Leban, boucherie chevaline, viande extra. To our left, a 
arge, bright green plastic container with a hole at eye-level-this is where one places one's recycling. 
Everyone is this neighborhood is white. 


the Esplanade du Souvenir Francais, a tree-lined greenbelt which once was probably a broad 
oulevard, Lucie and I rested on the lawn (no pelouse interdit signs here), where we observed an 


elderly woman reading a book. We were briefly alarmed when we were approached by an athletic 
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CHAPTER 3. 2001 


“Good morning (it was after three o'clock). I live upstairs, are you by any chance hammering 


in there?" I asked, pointing at his hammer. 


'The old man glared at me for a few moments, then opened his mouth as if to say something, 


but only air wheezed out. 


"I say, old man, we were wondering if you wouldn't mind postponing your carpentry until the 


morrow, that's a good fellow. 


More air came out of his mouth, then he stammered, ^W-w-w-wall right, PI quit it." 


“You will? That's awfully nice of you,” I said, grasping his 
of the sixth through eighth floors, I sure do appreciate it. I'm goi 
now; I suggest you do the same. You’re not looking well.” 


hand and shaking it. “On behalf 
ng to go try to get some shut-eye 


As I walked back upstairs I could hear him wheezing and champing on his false teeth. 


After weeks of wrong orders, credit slips, calls to the warehouse, arguments with managers, 


&c., our new taupe Dupioni silk drapery panels have arrived. Our 
to feel like home. 


§ May 11. Lucie has told me about a remarkable coinci 
with the door knocker in her nose. This morning, Pamela asked 
a friend of hers named Michael Haines who used to live in our b 


her. Two seconds into the conversation he mentioned he used to 
iim if his name was Michael Haines and he said it was. 


mentioning the CIA several times. He was clutching a book ca. 


new apartment is finally starting 


ence concerning Pamela, the girl 
Lucie if we were acquainted with 
uilding. Lucie said no. Later, on 


he train, a man with “mucilageous eyes” sat across from Lucie and struck up a conversation with 


ive at the Hamilton. Lucie asked 


Lucie said the man seemed paranoid; he kept talking about how the media controls everything, 


led The Mothman Prophecies. I 


ooked it up on the internet; its subject is a “mysterious feathery garuda” and its role in the 


collapse of a bridge in West Virginia in 1967. I didn't know w 


Michael Haines if she sees him again. 


8 May 14. When Lucie told Pamela about bumping into 
seemed uninterested, which I found a bit odd. One must admit 
right? 


8 May 16. Ihavea pillow problem. I hate the new pillow 


it up; it's a “supernatural half-man, half-bird vehicle or bearer of Vishnu 


iat a “garuda” was, so I looked 
I told Lucie to avoid 


Michael Haines on the train, she 
it was a remarkable coincidence, 


Ibought when we moved; it's too 


thin and insubstantial. After work, Lucie and I went to Bed, Bath & Beyond, where I picked out 
a larger, heavier pillow. The clerk in the pillow department was amiable, but he and Lucie argued 
over an air mattress; she disputed his claims about the product and the way he said people sleep, 
which she said sounded made-up. He tried to illustrate his claims by getting Lucie to lie on the 
mattress, but I think he just wanted to get a good look at her figure, if you ask me. 


8 May 17. Traffic was quite heavy coming home; likewise, 
with gum-smacking teenagers. At about nine o'clock we found 
what we thought was a neighbor's stereo, but it turned out to 


Lucie said the train was crowded 
out why. We were disturbed by 
be some group called The Dave 


3.72. MAY 19 41 


Matthews Band playing at the new baseball park (we looked it up on the internet). I couldn't 
belieue how loud it was; despite our living over two miles away (but we can still see the park 
from our window), I could make out some of the lyrics, “Oh, please...lover lay down.” Lie down, I 
thought. I couldn't understand how the city could allow such a calamity. What are we supposed to 
do when we can't even hear ourselves think in our own apartment? I called the police to complain 
(as if that ever does any good), but I couldn't get through, presumably because everyone else had 
the same idea. 


8 May 19. There was a story in the news about how the police department was deluged 
with complaints about last night's rock ’n’ roll concert at Pac Bell Park; they reported “15 or 20 
calls." I don't see how 15 or 20 calls constitutes a *deluge"; I reckon it was probably closer to two 
hundred. 


On our way to work this morning, the freaks were out in droves; I thought Barnum & Bailey 
were in town. There was a disreputable-looking contortionist, a toothless old crone playing *On 
Top of Old Smokey" on a Casio, a burn victim shouting “Bullshit!” at passers-by, and groveling 
beggars at every turn. Then, on the MUNI platform, a young black man with a tall afro hairdo 
ept yelling things like, “I wanna get me some pussy,” while clapping his hands to the beat in his 
ead. When the N arrived, he got into the first car so Lucie and I got into the last. 


It looks like the complaints about the concert helped; tonight/s show is significan! 
han last night's; I had to lean out the window to hear it at all. 


y quieter 


8 May 21. Islept until 8:00, then went to Moscone Center to help Gerald at the ATS 
meeting. After asking two people who gave me bad directions, it took fifteen minutes to find out 
where the exhibitor registration window was. I didn't know where our booth was, either, but as 
soon as I entered the exhibit hall I spotted it in the back. I booted up the computers, set out 
pamphlets and pens, &c. Gerald showed shortly later with a large coffee stain on his sleeve. 


It was a busy day. I spoke so much that my voice began to fail; I had to take frequent sips of 
orange juice, which I purchased from the Hofbrau next to the ladies’ room. 

Our booth was between those of Novartis and Ferraris Medical. Novartis manufactures Ritalin, 
Ithink. Their booth was decorated with marble columns atop of which rested marble bowling- 
sized balls (but without finger holes). Water was pumped through the columns and under the 
balls, causing them to “float” on the water and spin. People kept walking up and messing with 
the balls, and the Novartis representatives would tell them, *Don't do that." They were giving 
away rubber balls which had computer chips in them, so when one bounced them they lit up and 
made annoying electronic beeping sounds. The Novartis men were bouncing them constantly all 
ay long; I made a show of putting my hands over my ears but they either didn't see me or were 
ignoring me. 


I don't know what Ferraris does; they had set up a circus tent under which sat a Ferrari sports 
car. They had some sort of game wheel set up, like on the *Wheel of Fortune," and people were 
inning it all day long, clackity, clackity, clackity, but at the end of the day the Ferrari was still 
there. 


n 


It was interesting to observe the dress, manners, style, accents, &c of the attendees who had 
come from all corners of the world. Two chic women stopped by our booth; without reading their 
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CHAPTER 3. 2001 


4.4. NOVEMBER 16 63 


"Won't you be my neighbor?" and “Put on a happy face!” Everyone stared at their own feet to 
avoid his gaze. Nobody wants to be told to put on a happy face, especially when crammed into a 
steamy bus like so many lemmings. 


Received a postcard from Louis, mailed from Cadaqués, where he and Catie went on holiday. 
He seems to have learned more French this last year than I have learned in the last twenty years, 
but of course that's because he's living in France. 


8 November 16. Lucie and I arose at 6:30 to go to Le Boulangerie. This time we walked 
down Polk instead of over the hill; our enthusiasm for exercise appears to be on the wane (although 
Lucie still goes to the gymnasium). 


In French class, Ken m'a donné un cadeau, a Harris tweed sport jacket he bought in college 
in the '50s. It’s a tad snug (I think he said it was a 38; I'm a 42) but still essentially fits. I don’t 
know if I want to keep it, yet. He meant well, but I can't help but feel the recipient of charity. 


After class we had burritos for lunch followed by a three-hour nap; we later watched a Swiss 
film called Messidor, about two bored young girls who run away and get into much trouble. It was 
interesting to see the Swiss countryside, which I had assumed was more mountainous; instead, the 
region they were in consisted of gentle, rolling hills and farmland. I feel I understood the Swiss 
variety of French better than Parisian French; it was slower and peppered with Germanic words 
(one of the girls said buchen instead of livre). 


8 November 20. At 6:40 this morning: *Excuse me, can I axe you for a favor?" 
“No.” 
“I haven't axed the favor yet, asshole.” 


At lunch I bought a special new notebook, a cheap fountain pen, and some colored pencils. I 
overdressed on what was an unusually warm day. There was some sort of birthday barbecue in the 
parking lot at work. I brought down a Chopin CD to bring to the event a crumb of elegance, not 
realizing until too late it had his B-flat minor sonata on it; when the funeral march began everyone 
grew silent and stared at their plates. Moments later Anton ran inside and put on Bob Marley. 


When Lucie got home she gave me a haircut, then I washed my hair. Lucie cooked lima beans 
for dinner while we watched Paris Was a Woman (we missed the first thirty minutes), then The 
Man Who Cried. 


8 November 22. The Emeryville market for luncheon; it was nearly noon, so there were 
long queues. I obtained shrimp rolls from the Vietnamese vendor, then took the only remaining 
seat at a wobbly plastic patio table near a giant television screen. It appeared to be the Fishing 
Channel; the program was the “Citgo Bassmaster Tournament Trail.” I had forgotten my book, 
so I thought, “What the Dickens, I'll watch this and see what it’s all about.” Well, it was all about 
how many fish this one gentleman caught, what kind of bait he used, how fast his boat was — it was 
shockingly dull. I spilled Vietnamese sauce on my linen trousers. People around me were watching 
the commercials, which were about bait and boats and things, as if they were hypnotized. What 
a queer world! 
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52 CHAPTER 4. 2002 


8 January 4. Thisevening Lucie and I saw Gosford Park. There were a remarkable number 
of balding, middle-aged men with eyeglasses in the all-white audience. We arrived early to secure 
decent seats, and so therefore had to endure thirty minutes of insipid movie trivia, Coca-Cola ads, 
and unpleasant dance music. Finally, the lights dimmed and there were another fifteen minutes 
of extreme sports and “in your face" video game commercials at which some audience members 
hissed. 


Next to me sat a sorority girl who kept jiggling her bottled water in her cup holder, and next 
to Lucie were to guys with a plaid blanket spread over their laps. Throughout the movie, I kept 
hearing change falling on the floor beneath them. Later, Lucie said she was certain they had been 
petting each other. 


About halfway through the movie I excused myself to go to the men's room, for which there 
was a long line. The gentleman in front of me, who looked like a white supremacist, kept shouting 
things like, ^Man, I gotta piss like a race horse" and *Don't make me [something unintelligible] 
my dick in the sink!” Rather than risk having to stand next to him at a urinal I waited for the 
next available stall. Presently, one was vacated by a gentleman dressed in the manner of Willy 
Wonka, of Chocolate Factory fame, complete with purple top hat and green felt cravat. Why he 
was dressed this way I cannot fathom; he must be employed by the theatre. 


8 January 7. This morning I found several love letters scattered upon the sidewalk in 
front of our building. They were written on spiral notebook paper which had been elaborately 
decorated by hand in various colors of ink from felt-tipped markers, the effect of which was not 
unpleasant, until one read the text, which dribbled on repetitively in a barbarous tongue, riddled 
with misspellings, underworld slang, and pornographic allusions-here are a few choice excerpts 
(spelling, punctuation, &c. are the author" 


Love you down 


It never really matter to much, that you were just too damn old for me, all that really mattered 
was your my boyfriend, and baby that’s all that matteres to me. 


This is followed by a rhymed couplet: 
Let me love you down, even if it takes all night 
Let me love you down, you know that I could be so right. 


After some further talk of “loving down” the recipient, the euphemism becomes suddenly 
clear: 


...dont forget what a champ I am at talkin’ to hagar my love...I start rubing, I want hagar to 
come out and play. I look at you with a michevious smile, and I sway my hips. You nod, and I rip 
your pants open and get to work. 


Another letter reads: 


This just aint my mother fuckin’ week! On Friday I ran away with Joseph, on Sunday I watched 
Brian get beat down, return home Monday, Tuesday lost Joseph, and wensday alex is acting like a 
Bitch and won't give me my I.D. cause he found it in B.’s car. And her actin’ like he dont know 
what tha fuck I was doin’. Duh, I was stuffing B.’s [hagar] deep down my throat. Come on now, I 
can't help it, I's loves a [hagar] in my mouth! 


On the back in large letters is scrawled, One of the worst birthdays of my life my 19th birthday. 


4.34. OCTOBER 26 61 


Went to the post office to mail our payment for the house in France, a recording to that artist 
in Finland, and some rare books I had sold on eBay. Oh, and $20 to a company in Sweden for an 
R. Crumb compilation of his “old-time favourites". I don’t know what's on it, but I hope it'll be 
as satisfying as his other one, That’s What I Call Sweet Music. 


After the post office I met my colleagues at the Pyramid Alehouse for another heavy, greasy 
lunch. I always regret eating there, today being no exception. There were too many of us, and I 
had to share a small table with five other people, including the colorless new gentleman. Returned 
to work at 2:45 and spent the rest of the afternoon fussing about with my computer, trying to get 
my e-mail to work again. 


I picked up Lucie from CalTrain at 4:20, then we went to Trader Joe’s for groceries. They 
were playing a Smiths’ album, which was the first time I think I had ever shopped to music I liked; 
I had to smirk when “Shoplifters of the World Unite” came on; I looked around, wondering what 
I could swipe, but couldn't make the effort due to laziness. 


8 October 26. Lucie and I slept through our French class, then stayed at home all day 
doing not much of anything, listening to music, flipping chann &c. Watched a decent film on 
Sundance called West Beirut. Later, I wrote an article for Lucie's website on Paris, the only single 
piece of writing I think I have completed this year. 


8 October 28. This morning I called Mother who told me Aunt Catherine came home 
last night to find a naked dead gentleman in her kitchen who had swallowed two bottles of aspirin. 
Throughout the entire investigation the police made the assumption the man lived there; my aunt 
had to convince them she had never seen him before. Later, Aunt Catherine found out her uncle or 
grandfather (I'm not sure which) had passed away early yesterday at church after singing a hymn. 


8 October 29. Spent all day working; at 5:00 I took a crowded N to meet Lucie. As soon 
as I appeared, she said she wanted to sneak out early, so we did. On the way home we stopped 
for takeout from The Original Perfect Hamburger. While wolfing our food down like savages, we 
watched Funny Games, a recent Austrian film in which a family is terrorized in their vacation 
home by two psychopaths. It did not have a happy ending. I hope the same fate doesn't await 
Lucie and me while we're in France. While I was typing this the telephone rang. It was a robot, 
so I hung up on it. 


8 October 31. Slept until 9:00, then Lucie and I walked to Whole Foods and to pay 
our tuition for French class. On the way there we beheld Klingons in drag, goth girls in fishnet 
hosiery, a baby with a pumpkin on its head, a baby Grim Reaper, a sexy witch, several prostitutes 
(real ones), a pimp (a fake one), and an overgrown Cub Scout. How I adore Hallowe'en; I wish 
people could wear fancy dress every day. Of course, Lucie and I never wear costumes because 
we're always too lazy. My idea for this year was to masquerade as *Count McDonald"-an undead 
Ronald McDonald with fangs, ghostly makeup, and a black instead of red cape. 


After ham and butter sandwiches on baguettes, we watched the film Balzac. Balzac was 
three hours long, so when it was over it was time to cook dinner; Lucie roasted a chicken and made 
mashed potatoes while I kept her company and amused the cats. Later we watched part of Vampyr: 
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8 January 11. As Lucie and I walked down O’Farrell this morning, we overtook a Hispanic 
boy who was vomiting on his feet as he walked, unbeknownst to his mother and siblings ahead of 
him. 

Luncheon again in Emeryville. The freeway was backed up, so I took the frontage road all the 
way to Powell. At one point, an elderly woman in a Crown Victoria cruised by me on the wrong 
side of the road. I blared my horn, thinking she might have fallen asleep at the wheel, whereby 
she swerved back into the correct lane. At the next stop sign, she turned left onto the freeway 
on-ramp from the wrong lane, while a north-bound driver waited patiently. I shudder to think 
what happened once she was on the freeway. 


8 January 14. There was a small earthquake this morning just after I arrived at the office. 
The building was shaken by a single jolt, as if someone had slammed a giant door. I checked the 
USGS web site, which said it was a 2.3 and centered right near where I work. 


Last night I accidentally washed my wallet while doing laundry. Most everything was salvage- 
able, but my brand-new booklet of bus tickets disintegrated into a small ball of fuzz. The wallet, 
which was already old, could not be saved. 


At lunch I drove to K-Mart in Emeryville hoping to find a new wallet, but when I got there, I 
ound K-Mart had been replaced by a Home Depot Expo. The only other place I could think of to 
get a wallet in the East Bay was Target in Albany, so I got back on the freeway. Once there, I had 
rouble finding the wallet section, but at last I saw a large sign which said “Wallets”. However, 
ihe wallet section had been completely picked clean except for a red Velcro thing on the floor. I 
ended up getting a wallet from Macy's on the way home. 


8 January 16. Walking down Market St. this morning, I found the pieces of a four foot- 
high Eiffel Tower, which I took to work. Upon assembling it I found that one of the pieces required 


o give the miniature landmark stability was missing, so now it leans in the corner of my office, 
unassembled and forlorn. 


8 January 17. I was awakened at 5:00 this morning by the jingling of a “bizzy ball". 
I stumbled out of bed and searched for the offending toy on all fours, in the dark, without my 
glasses, while Monty and Loulou watched from atop the coffee table (I imagine this amused them 
very much). At length I found it, but no sooner than I had slipped my feet between the sheets 
I heard the jingling of another bizzy ball. I must remember to collect all the bizzy balls before 
turning in at night. 


8 January 20. Today at the library I received a call from a woman who wanted to know 
how to spell “owey”. She explained her son had been too embarrassed to call. 


“Owey?” I repeated. 
*You know, like a boo-boo. My son is writing a story." 


"That's not a real word, but I'll check the slang dictionary for you. Please hold and I'll be 
right back." After checking four slang dictionaries, I picked up the phone and told her it wasn't 
in any of them. 


4.25. OCTOBER 16 59 


8 October 16. When Diane saw my hair this morning at work, she said, “Uh...your hai 
The look on her face seemed to say, “You are a freak." I ignored her. 


I called the Friends of the Urban Forest to report the endangered trees at 555 Hyde, who gave 
me a number for the Department of Public Works. I called them and a nice gentleman named 
Doug thanked me and said he'd go take a look right away. 


8 October 17. Monty and Loulou keep sniffing the Balzac books, which are shelved at 
their eye level. I sniffed them myself, but they smell unremarkable to me. 


8 October 18. Our entire evening was ruined by a horrible bloody racket outside. There is 
some sort of festival on Ellis behind our building, featuring marching bands, Indian music, ethnic 
drumming, skateboard clattering, and a lot of shouting. We shut the windows, which served only 
to make our apartment stuffy. Fortunately the din subsided a little after 10:00 p.m. 


8 October 19. Lucie and I left the house at 7:00 and walked over Nob Hill, then back to 
he boulangerie on Polk to do our French homework. Following French class we returned home to 
discover yesterday's festival was again in progress; there was no way we were going to be able to 
relax in our own apartment while the noise continued. At 3:30 we walked up Market to Chimes's 
ouse for dinner. On the way, we stopped in a couple of new French antique stores we had never 
seen before. We also stopped in Limelight Film & Theater Books, where I found the Ghost World 
screenplay. The proprietor said he had had a pile of signed copies but he had just sold the last 
his afternoon. 


Chimes served us lamb and vegetables, then we sat around drinking wine and talking until 
10:00. When we left, the J was just rolling by, so we hopped on it and were home twenty minutes 
ater. 


8 October 20. Lucie went to the library with me today. Before the library opened, we sat 
in the park eating sandwiches and watching a bizarre family, whose conversations I surreptitiously 
recorded. At noon, Ben let me in the building but whoever was scheduled for the circulation desk 
didn't show up. I called Walter who told me how to *boot up" the circulation system while a 
couple of impatient patrons stood by looking at their watches then looking at me. An hour later 
Liz showed up; she said she thought we opened at 1:00. The bizarre family spent the entire day in 
the library. Lucie spied on them but couldn't make out what they were reading. 


Lucie looked up the festival on the internet; it was the 8th Annual *In the Street" Theater 
Festival, described as “public performances featuring theater, music, dance, spoken word, skate- 
boarding, puppets, processionals, and more by some of the top performers in the Bay Area and 
nationally...performances happen in the street, on rooftops, on fire escapes, in building lobbies, in 
the park, in the alley, in parked vehicles, and off the walls." It actually sounds like it might have 
been interesting (except for the skateboarding and puppets), had we been inclined to get dressed 
and go downstairs. 


After six o'clock I checked the internet to see if I have jury duty tomorrow, but I don't. 
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56 CHAPTER 4. 2002 


*Do you know his phone number?" 
*Ahh...I will tell heem you call." 


Ileft my name and number, which had to be repeated a dozen times. Somehow, I don't think 
Mr. Martinez will call me. After I hung up, I wondered how one says “wallet” in Spanish. 


8 January 24. On the way home our bus broke down on the Bay Bridge. The excitement 
was short-lived, however, as another bus picked us up moments later. 


'This evening I had to call the playground and complain because someone was banging on a 
flagpole repeatedly. A nice man said he would make it stop, and a moment later it did. 


8 January 25. Duke called to say he and Percy could not make it tomorrow for dinner 
because Percy was in the hospital with an affliction of the lungs. He gave us the number, but when 
Lucie called she said Percy was gasping for air and couldn't talk. It sounds positively awful; I do 
hope he recovers soon. 


8 January 28. Percy died last night of pneumonia and congestive heart failure. 


8 September 19. Lucie and I had intended to get up at 6:30, but neither one of us got 
much sleep because of the heat and a neighbour's earsplitting stereo. We slept in until 9:00, then 
Lucie left for a doctor's appointment. I worked for a while then walked to Whole Foods (which 
is mercifully empty on weekday mornings) for lettuce and fruit. On the way there I saw the red- 
headed wheelchair bum and some other bum shouting insults at each other across the street. Both 
sounded completely wasted. 


Red-Headed Wheelchair Bum: (I had never heard him speak before, believing him to be a 
mute) “You’re a punk! 


Toothless Bum: “Why don't you come over here and say that to my face you son of a bitch?" 


On the way home I overheard a man standing in front of Hanaro Cocktails brag to his friend, 
“Oh yeah? Well I stole two bottles of vodka from that liquor store right there...” Meanwhile, the 
friend, who seemed not to be listening, was saying, ^...I spent three months in jail for...” I never 
have my tape recorder with me when I need it. 


As I entered the lobby of our building, I overheard our security guard Betty say to the other 
guard Ken, “...otherwise I was on methadone.” 


I spent the rest of the afternoon working, sweating (it was in the 90s today, rare for San 
Francisco) and listening to scratchy tango records.. 


The newspapers say today the nation is at an “Orange level status alert”, whatever that is. 


8 September 21. Woke up at 6:30 and took a walk over Nob and Russian Hill. The fog 
has returned in all its glory. We took a rest at Le Boulanger on Polk St., coffee for Lucie and a 
pain chocolat and lemonade for me. We always get any table we want early in the morning, but 
the café was soon crowded with yuppies, all in expensive gym clothes and many with dogs. The 
rustle of newspapers and discreet conversations soon gave way to musical cell phones and loud 
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voices. Those who got their coffee “to go" double-parked their Range Rovers out front, snarling 
raffic in our immediate area. Presently, two very obnoxious men sat in front of us and began a 
shouted conversation while their dog Chelsea, a hyperactive golden retriever, pestered passersby, 
stretching his leash across the sidewalk so as to make it impassable. For a half hour the talk was 
about tires, how much they cost, rims, tire sales, tire brands, &c., punctuated by the occasional 
ut ineffective “Chelsea...sit!” It became difficult to hear oneself think. Then, their gum-smacking, 
plousy blonde girl friend joined them. We heard all about how much AOL costs and how she's 
orgotten her password because it's been over six months since she logged in. When the garbage 


ruck stopped at our corner it was time to go to class at the Alliance Française. 


I was not en forme today, having gotten little sleep again. Before Nadja showed up, Bill went 
on ad infinitum about some movie called Drummer-Crab (I looked it up on the World Wide Web 
just now; its French title is Le Crabe-tambour), repeating the same details over and over. Nadja 
always begins class with the question, *Quoi de neuf?" and today I had nothing to say other than 
hat I was trés fatigué. She was nice about it, and told me “Bon courage!" 


After class we went to Whole Foods for lettuce, fruit, and cheese. There was a street fair on 
our end of Polk St., with lots of booths set up displaying bad art, knishes, and beer. People were 
ined up to use the computers at the Monster.com tent while on a nearby stage a band played 
rhythm ’n’ blues. 


At home we took down a few loads of laundry, then went upstairs and had ham and butter 
on baguette sandwiches while watching coverage of the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Spring 2003 
coverage on the Style Network. Lauren Ezersky was funny messing around with various objects 
in Betsey Johnson's house in the Hamptons (Johnson showed her collection there; the sun was in 
everyone's eyes but it seemed to be a big success, otherwise). Her and Diane von Furtsenberg's 
collections were great but we had to change the channel when Calvin Klein's stuff came on. 


8 September 22. Someone abandoned a battery-powered talking bass in the basement. I 
brought it upstairs; what Pll do with it I don't yet know. 


8 September 24. I brought the talking fish to work today and hung it in Oliver's office. 
Later, he knocked on my door wearing a grin; he said he knew I had done it—who else in our office 
would have? 


8 September 28. Lucie and I went to see the new Godard film, In Praise of Love, at 
Opera Plaza. We enjoyed the movie very much, despite having to tell three people to be quiet. 
The couple behind us kept talking in normal voices and laughing idiotically at everything. They 
even laughed when I went shhhh at them. Fortunately, they walked out of the film after twenty 
minutes. Then there was an old woman two rows behind us who kept making noise with a plastic 
wrapper or bag. I turned around twice to shush her but she wouldn't stop. Finally, Lucie got 
up, walked back to where the woman was, and said, *Will you please stop doing whatever you're 
doing...you’re wrecking the movie for us!" 
*You must have awfully good ears, to hear what I'm doing." 


After a brief argument, Lucie went to summon the manager. As soon as she left, I could hear 
the old woman scramble to put away her plastic things. The manager appeared but I couldn't 
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it, Lucie and I were surrounded by creeps and cranks all talking excitedly about the lottery and 
stoning people. After paying for the Chore Boy, Lucie and I hustled out the door, confused and a 
ittle scared. 


8 February 23. On the bus this morning I asked Josh, who lives on the next block, if 
he has heard the “Midnight Whistler" in our neighborhood, and he said, “Yeah, that’s how the 
crack dealers communicate with each other. They have different whistles for different things; one 
o indicate a buyer, one to signal that the coast is clear, and so on." I am sorry I asked! 


8 February 25. I accompanied Lucie to the office of Dr. Chao, who removed Lucie's 
andage to reveal the neat four-inch Lanz incision he made two weeks ago. On the way home we 
stopped at the grocer's, where we bumped into our neighbor Thom, who is in our old class at the 
Alliance Frangaise. He invited us, in French, to see him perform with the San Francisco Gay Men's 
Chorus the songs of Elton John; we told him we would think about it. Thom is sweet, but I think 
I would rather spend an afternoon flinging Elton John records into the bay than to listen to a gay 
chorus for one minute. 


8 February 26. Lucie and I have decided that, as soon as we have paid off the credit 
card and my student loans, we're leaving California for a simpler life somewhere else, perhaps 
a small college town. Lucie and I looked in our 1947 Rand McNally Road and Reference Atlas 
and, starting with Alabama on page one, considering the pros and cons of each state. Alabama, 
for example, ranks high in soybean production, while Connecticut boasts our country's oldest 
newspaper. Colorado, on the other hand, has a boring shape while Illinois is home to Illinois 
Nazis. While the jury is far from reaching a verdict, we'll be keeping our eye on the Midwestern 
states. 


8 March 3. My boss says she has no problem whatsoever with my telecommuting from 
another state, that the company even encourages it. I'll lose a 5 


8 March 4. When I went to the Danny's Professional Dry Cleaners to pick up my corduroy 
coat, the woman behind the counter handed it to me and said, “Four dollar." I paid and left, 
but moments later decided to see if they had gotten the mustard stain out, which they had not. 
What's more, the corduroy had a mangy look about it, as if they had tried to scrape the stain 
away with a screwdriver. I returned to the cleaners, and after shewing the woman the damage, 
was told “Sorry” and “I will talk to manager and call you.” The damage is irreparable; it will be 
interesting to see how this is resolved. 


8 March 5. Last night we were awakened by a appalling crash. I sat up in bed, turned on 
the light and fumbled for my eyeglasses, but the room seemed to be in order. After searching the 
apartment and even looking out the window, I found nothing, but just as I was ready to return to 
bed I saw what the fuss was about-one of the cats had knocked an ornate glass box, in which we 
keep the remote controls, off its shelf and onto the floor. A couple of hours later, Loulou slammed 
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68 CHAPTER 5. 2003 


It was snowing sideways when we landed at Charles de Gaulle; by the time we arrived into the 
city on the RER there were several inches of snow on the ground. Georges met us at the apartment 
at 47, rue du Four, turning over to us the keys and instructing us in his usual thorough manner 
on how to use the stove, turn on the heat, operate the cable television, empty the trash, &c. The 
apartment itself was a one-bedroom on the première étage (second floor) of a late nineteenth- 
century building with creaky oak parquet floors and an asymmetrical floor plan, and views of what 
amounted to a large light shaft. It was comfortably furnished but the lack of rugs made it seem a 
bit cold and barren. 


As soon as Georges left we raced to the Jardin du Luxembourg only to find its gates locked. 
People were out and about, throwing snowballs, laughing, and catching snowflakes on their tongues. 
We walked around for a while then went into a café crowded with young people smoking, drinking 
coffee, and engaged in deep philosophical conversations. I couldn't help noticing the colorful socks 
of a young man seated nearby; they were patterned in the style of Mondrian and made of silk. 
After finishing our tea we went to Franprix for groceries, then went home and had gnocchi and 
ballons de boeuf in a tomato sauce for dinner. To bed at 7:00, exhausted. 


8 January 4. Line 10 of the Métro runs directly beneath our apartment, causing the dishes 
to rattle and a table to inch across the floor. It kept me awake at first, but I soon grew used to its 
dull rumble. We got up early and went to the marché bio on the bd. Raspail for dried sausages, 
clementines, thyme, black, fuzzy fresh goat cheese shaped like a fig, and a galette des rois, a pastry 
eaten this time of the year to celebrate the Day of the Kings, or l'Epiphanie. The treat comes 
with a paper crown and has a little toy baked inside; the person who finds the toy wears the crown 
and becomes king for the day. Lucie found the prize, a plastic rectangle which said "TGV' on it. 
Despite the ice and bitter cold, the market was teeming with activity. Some vendors had heat 
lamps to keep their lettuce from freezing. After a few purchases it is apparent to me that the 
French aren't used to the euro yet. They all stare at the coins, counting and re-counting them, 
mumbling numbers and making frequent mistakes. The two-cent coin to me looks like a twenty- 
cent piece because it has a numeral two next to a small globe which resembles a zero. Because 
the euro is approximately the same value as the U.S. dollar, it’s as if a veil of mystery has been 
lifted; I can now see at a glance how much things cost without having to divide by 6.5. A clochard 
asked me for an euro; when I ignored her, as I do at home, she demanded to know if I were deaf! 
To bed at 8:00 after watching a documentary on Serge Gainsbourg. Besides his early jazz efforts, 
Gainsbourg's music is to me exceptionally corny, although he is capable of fine lyrics. The French 
seem to be much more interested in what a popular song is about rather than the music itself, 
although this wasn't always true. 


8 January 5. Up at 6:00 on this dark and crystalline morning. The Seine is overflowing 
its banks, which a waiter told me is not uncommon this time of the year. Walked through the 
Tuileries, which was deserted and frozen; I felt like we were the only people in Paris, but for an 
occasional jogger. Presently, we could make out in the distance the myriad brake lights of bankers, 
stockbrokers, lawyers, and secretaries headed for La Defence. Lucie and I zig-zagged to the Museé 
Fragonard, which had an orgue de parfumeur similar to that of Huysmans’ Des Esseintes. The 
rows upon rows of 19th-century bottles, arrayed upon an antique three-sided cabinet of oak, did 
in fact resemble the pipes of a small organ. Nearby in a glass display case, the glands of a castor 
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age, perhaps his wife or a lover; moments later they hailed a taxi. There was no mistake about 
his identity, as I had also heard him speak, recognizing his voice immediately. I scanned the faces 
of passersby to see their reaction, but nobody appeared to recognize Auteuil, or of they did, they 
were discreet about it. 


An enormously satisfying dinner at Au Bon St-Pourgain on the rue Servandoni, just around 
the corner from our little hotel. I had the compote de lapereaux, while Lucie had a shrimp salad; 
for our entrée we both had the poulet à l'estragon, which compared favourably to Lucie’s at home. 
To bed at eleven o’clock. Lucie saw a cat in a neighbor’s window; when she spoke to it, he jumped 
into our room. The friendly orange cat smelled all our belongings before letting us pet him, then 
Lucie played “the thing under the blanket” with him. When his owner appeared at the window 
and gave a signal, the cat leapt away. We think he probably does this often. 


8 January 25. Up at 5:30. Despite the sound of a distant stereo and a barking dog(!), 
Lucie and I had slept very well in the narrow but comfortable beds. We took a taxi to the airport. 
Euro-dogs, Croky brand chips *à l'ancienne" and Coca-Colas for breakfast. While waiting for our 
flight, we saw Karolina Kurkova, VH-1's “Model of the Year" boarding a flight to New York. We 
couldn't remember her name, so we went into the newsstand, where her face was on two magazine 
covers. I later thought I saw Tom Arnold, but I was mistaken. They made Lucie check her special 
antique umbrella; I have no hope it will survive the journey intact. 


8 January 27. One of the first sights which greeted us upon arrival home was a refrigerator 
filled with feces abandoned at the corner of O Farrell and Leavenworth; nearby, it appeared that 
a large garbage bomb had been detonated. Immediately noticeable, in contrast to France, are the 
proliferation of car alarms (I had heard none in France), homeless people, and constant jungle 
music. For the first time this month, I feel tense; I also feel unsafe. Lucie's umbrella arrived 
slightly bent. 


8 January 29. Lucie and I are both enormously depressed about where we live; the 
culture shock upon our return home was almost more than we could bear. San Francisco seems 
uninhabitable, a hell-hole of filth, crime, vandalism, and poverty, a cultural backwater, a miasma 
of anti-intellectualism, poor manners, and bad taste. America and Americans seem completely 
stupid and vulgar. Oh, if we could only live in France! But how? 


8 February 1. Lucie and I were awakened at three o'clock by a raucous crowd of incon- 
siderate young people down in the parking lot of the building next door; the laugh of one girl 
in particular was shrill enough to shatter crystal. After shouting, *Would you please lower your 
voices" twice to no effect, I began hurling pots of yogurt at them, which exploded upon the walls 
above their heads. The girl shrieked, “I’m calling the police you motherfuckers!” Moments later 
two officers arrived, who made the group go inside. 


8 February 2. Fleeing to France is not a solution to our problems; Lucie and I are Ameri- 
cans, and nothing will ever change that. What we need is to focus on what we like about America. 
Lucie and I have drawn up lists; here's mine so far (in no particular order): Edgar Allan Poe, 
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floor, and making a tremendous din. After breakfast, we went to the rive droite where Lucie found 
three splendid dresses at a boutique called Diggi. La vendeuse was charming; we talked about 
music (she was playing a Baroque disc, Caldara, I think), travel (she had seen all of India), and 
ourselves. Lucie tried a form-fitting dress, saying it might look better on someone less voluptuous; 
the vendeuse remarked, “It would be sad if there were nothing there" (pointing to Lucie's derrière), 
and later, “It would be a pity if you were smaller" (gesturing at Lucie's breasts). Afterwards, we 
walked down the street to the Galerie Michelle Boulet to see the paintings of Jacques Resch, which 
were sort of a pastiche of Bosch, Dalí, and Magritte, but with modern subject matter such as 
McDonald's garbage, circuit boards, and television sets. The Museé Gustav Moreau was almost 
overwhelming; despite its relatively small size, the collection included dozens of cabinets filled 
with small paintings, drawings, and studies. We spent several hours there, but didn't see half the 
collection. The only photographs I have taken so far have been of discarded Christmas trees. 


8 January 8. Up at 7:00; it's the coldest day yet, with a high of only -6?. Métro to 
the 16e to visit the Maison Balzac. Afterward, we looked for the vespasienne (a once ubiquitous 
public urinal) at the place Barcelone, but it had been replaced by a modern, coin-operated toilet. 
We wandered around the neighborhood, admiring the art déco and art nouveau architecture, as 
well as more than an occasional Guimard-designed building. After the best tarte aur framboises I 
naturally have ever eaten, we went to the Museé de la ville de Paris to see the Picabia exhibit, which 
to my knowledge was the largest ever, including most of his entire oeuvre of paintings, drawings, 
magazines, even a showing of the delightful film Entr’acte, which Lucie and I sat through twice. 


8 January 9. Georges called and said he can't get a repairman for the hot water heater 
until Monday, so he offered us another apartment. It's in an 18th-century building at 63, quai 
de la Tournelle. The apartment is huge, with sagging timbered ceilings and a postcard view of 
Notre Dame. As we have accumulated additional baggage since our arrival, the walk from the old 
apartment to the new was not a pleasant one. For some reason, it never occurred to us we could 
have taken a taxi. 


While Lucie took advantage of the larger bathtub, I sat in the window and watched the people 
rolling by, trying to think up schemes whereby we could stay in Paris forever. Flánerie along the 
d. St-Germain, then to a little diner called Cluny Stop for a late luncheon of steak frites and a 
anana split (made with Berthillon ice cream!). As I descended to the toilettes, I hit my head on 
he low ceiling. A girl asked if I was alright, whereby I knocked on my head and responded, “C'est 
dur," which made her chuckle. The men's toilette turned out to be no more than a glorified trou; 
ter I left the girl went in after me. The women's toilette was twenty cents, so I guess she wanted 
o save money. 


[^ 


e 


8 January 11. Up at 6:00; Métro to Gare du Nord, then the TGV to Dunkerque. North 
of Paris there was still much snow on the ground. The train moved swiftly and silently over 
the countryside, passing through Arras, Lens, Bethune, then Hazebrouck; slag heaps from nearby 
mines dotted the landscape, reminding one of Zola’s Germinal, which was set in this region, I 
think. Inside the train passengers read quietly, slept, or made themselves invisible. There are 
special rooms for portable telephone use, but no one seems to need to use them, as speaking in 
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every place outside of Paris in January, the cháteau was com 


whole cháteau to ourselves. 


From Chenonceaux we wandered across the countryside 


ruined castle overlooking a village called Montrésor. We drove up the hill and through t 


gate, where we were met by t 
we were welcome to explore 


he groundskeeper. He said the cl 


he gardens and Gothic ruins, which offere 


jletely deserted; Lucie and I 


until we happened upon a 


háteau was closed for the sea 


75 


had the 


artially 
1e castle 
son, but 


us a panoramic view of 


the medieval village below. Later, we walked down the ancient narrow, winding streets admiring 


everything in sight. On the way back to the car we saw a nutria shamble slowly across 


and disappear behind a crum 
I don't think I would care to 


from ingredients left behind 


ling, Gothic barn. I wondered i 
eat one. 


Back at Le Cafard, Lucie prepared an excellent meal of pasta and homemade toma 
e, I built a fire in the fireplace using 


from previous lodgers. Meanwhi 


old motorcycle magazines and children's art found behind t 
of control; we feared the house would burn down. I caught 


garden while Lucie screame 


hysterically. It was a blustery evenin 


I would recognize nutria on 


the road 
a menu; 


five spiders and threw them 


o sauce 


he divan. Soon, it roared nearly out 


into the 


black clouds raced across 


a nearly full moon as the trees swayed and moaned in the breeze. After dinner, Lucie and I 
rearranged the cheap Ikea furniture, hiding some of the more unsightly pieces in a remote bedroom 
while listening to a Glenn Gould album someone left behind. The two-story fin-de-siécle house 
is unusual in that it is filled with marble-marble floors, marble wainscoting, marble coun 


marble mantelpieces, marble of every conceivable variety, which makes 


1tertops, 


he place feel not unlike 


a mausoleum. The plastic (not marble!) toilet seat is cracked; it pinched my bottom, drawing 


blood-a damned nuisance! 


8 January 20. Upat 10:00; a dark, blustery day. Lucie and I explored t 


1e cité medievale of 


Loches, the cháteau and its donjon, &c. Loches est mort. Most everything is closed and shuttered; 


he dishwasher, which had b 


he entire town seems to have been deserted. Panini for luncheon at the pat 
shopping at an immense grocery store on the outskirts of town called E. Leclerc, which also sells 
cheap clothing, tools, housewares, gardening supplies, &c. When we returne 


E 


isserie, followed by 


home hours later, 


een so difficult to figure out how to start, was still running and we 


couldn’t figure out how to make it quit. 


It had started to rain, so rather than walk through the mud in complete 
he 200 meters to the Potin's house. Christine had to work late, so we spent the evening with her 
husband, Thierry. He told us our house was built in 1899; the owner had made his fortune in the 
marble business, hence all the marble. We asked Thierry about the workmen we had seen at a 
nearby building; he told us he was going to open a discothéque which people cou 
arties; he would be the DJ. We also asked him about the gate to the property; he laughed and 
said to use the other entrance a half kilometer down the road, which we hadn't 
He also told us a story about how he had heard a cow coughing which soun 
human coughing. After an hour and a half, we excused ourselves because Lucie 
he oven. As expected, our beds are terrible; Lucie's was divided up the middle by a raised section 
of the wooden frame, which she dealt with by sleeping sideways. I placed my spongy mattress on 
he floor, which offered some stability, but not nearly enough for a good night's sleep. 


arkness we drove 


d rent for private 


been told about. 
ed exactly like a 
had left dinner in 
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The unexpected highlights of our visit to the Musée Jacquemart-André were a couple of 
Kislings and Foujitas. After a brief snack at the museum café, we walked down the rue Faubourg St- 
Honoré to the Librarie Chrétien, where we kept the proprietor busy showing us books, magazines, 
and drawings. He remembered the wooden girl we had purchased some years before, but I don’t 
think he remembered us. 


We watched Blue Velvet on the picture box, which made me feel proud to be an American. 
However, it was dubbed; Lucie and I had to laugh when Frank Booth shouted, “Heineken? C’est 
de la merde! Pabst Blue Ribbon!” 


8 January 14. This morning I said “mercé” instead of “merci” to a gendarme after asking 
directions to a Métro station located directly behind us. Lucie and I searched for what must be 
the last vespasienne in Paris on the bd. Arago near the Santé prison. It was there! It was a 
rather plain model and a bit rusty, but I relieved myself with much gusto as Lucie documented the 
event from across the street. As another gentleman joined me, I wondered if he took this romantic 
remnant of a bygone era, this simple pleasure, for granted, for tomorrow it may be replaced with 
a soulless, coin-operated machine. 


At the Cimitiére de Montparnasse we saw Baudelaire’s grave and that of Huysmans, upon 
which someone had recently placed a bit of an orange-an homage of sorts or merely litter? Serge 
Gainsbourg's tombstone was covered with cabbages, roses, cigarette butts, and Métro tickets, all 
references to his song lyrics. 


People keep asking Lucie and I if we are English; I guess our accents aren't as obvious as I 
had thought, but certainly they're not British. When we reply, “No, we're from San Francisco," 
they perk up, as if we had said Oz. Luncheon at La Coupole for our first really intimidating meal 
in Paris. The menu was difficult; not only did we not recognize half the entrées, but it was not 
possible to tell exactly what made a *meal" due to the variety of sections, boxes, and columns. 
There were more staff than diners, and I didn’t know to which ones we were allowed to speak. 
In the end we ordered something simple, but I spilled moutarde on my new corduroy coat, while 


Lucie dragged her sleeve through gravy. 


After lunch I found a wonderful wool coat on the rue Bréa (steps away from where Alice 
Prin, Queen of Montparnasse, collapsed and died nearly fifty years ago, which I acknowledged by 
removing my hat) on sale for half as much as I paid for the ruined corduroy coat, then an English 
tweed satchel from a shop on the rue du Dragon. Lucie bought some salmon and gold damask 
curtains on sale, using specialized vocabulary she had learned in advance for the occasion: rideaux, 
anneaux, tringles, fronceurs. On the way home through St-Germain we stopped in Shakespeare 
& Co., which, despite being but a weak shadow of the real Shakespeare & Co., is still a decent 
English-language bookstore by any standard. 


8 January 15. At the crack of dawn eight men in aqua jumpsuits in three aqua SECO 
trucks arrived with their aqua power generator; by 10:15 one of the men had started jackhammering 
while the others watched and pointed, or wrote things on clipboards. Breakfast outdoors at a café 
in the place des Vosges; despite the chilly weather, we were quite comfortable under a flaming heat 
lamp. The art déco table we had wanted to buy a couple of years ago was still in a nearby shop 
window. The Englishwoman who runs the shop had balked at the idea of shipping it to us; she 
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orocrastinated for two weeks until we finally gave up. We should make her another offer, half of 
what we agreed upon last time. 


'The Maison Victor Hugo I found absolutely fabulous; first of all, I had no idea the old man 
could paint, and boy, could he! His watercolours and ink drawings were exquisitely weird for their 
ime, pre-dating the Surrealists by almost half a century. How is it I have never known of them? 
Hugo was also a fine interior decorator; many of the rooms retained their original appearance 
ehind a velvet cord; I could only stand and gape idiotically like a child at the circus. I’ve yet 
o find a decent biography of the man, although I believe Graham Robb has written one; I must 
ocate à copy upon our return. 


Luncheon on the rue Turenne at a place which serves horse burgers. I will partake of a cow 
if I don't dwell on it, but I will not eat horse, not even to satisfy my curiosity. After purchasing 
some old hótel silver from an argenterie on the rue Necker, we went into the Renaissance palace of 
he Musée Carnavalet, which, despite the disappointing closure of its 20th-century wing (we didn't 
get to see the facsimile of Proust’s bedroom), was much larger than we had anticipated. By dusk 
Lucie and I were two tired rats, gorged on camembert, trying to find our way out of an infinitely 
complex but not entirely unpleasant maze. However, it will be some time before I wish to see 
another piece of porcelain. 


The men in aqua are gone, but they have left behind a deep trou in the ground. Dinde and 
eggplant ravioli for dinner; to bed at 10:30. 


8 January 16. Up at 9:30. Lucie wanted to rest, so I went out in search of cardboard 
boxes. At home, I’d know what to do-T'd look in Dumpsters behind bookstores, but here there are 
no Dumpsters. What do the French do with their garbage? I ended up going to the Bricomonge 
for the boxes, as well as tape and a marker. We packed two large boxes with the curtains, excess 
clothing, books, gifts, that special French deodorant Lucie is hoarding, &c., and I hauled them 
to the post office one at a time. They were so expensive to mail one would think I was sending 
them to Pluto. Before I returned home I stopped into the Librarie Les Autodidactes where I found 
Foujita's catalogue raisonné in two fat tomes, used at half the retail price. The proprietor tried to 
convince me to drag them home on the plane, but in the end he agreed to mail them-even with 
the steep postage, I saved a lot of money. For dinner I brought home a pizza, which was really 
not very good; later, I ate a bag of Old El Paso tortilla chips and Champion brand salsa while 
watching a silly variety show called “Le Bigdil. 


8 January 17. Up at 10:30. Explored St-Germain; Lucie bought a fancy antique umbrella 
at a special umbrella store. Bought several art books at a nearby bookstore, which I had mailed 
home for a small fortune. Luncheon at our favorite café, La Palette, right out of a Jean Rhys novel- 
what I wouldn't give for a La Palette at home! Afterwards, we went into Deyrolles, which has 
changed a little bit; they now sell things like hats, aprons, and gardening spades in addition to boar 
heads, stuffed cattle and foxes. Mariage Fréres for “tea of the solitary poets." Later, we sought 
three residences of Huysmans, one at 11, rue de Sèvres, once the remains of a vast monastery but 
now a non-descript series of apartment buildings, remodeled to suppress its ecclesiastical style. The 
second residence was at 11, rue Suger, now number 9. The “round-headed double door painted 
green and studded with nails" no longer exists, but there was a plaque. The last, at 38, rue 
St-Sulpice, was where the family lived until Huysmans' father died and his mother remarried. 
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By evening, the mob's behaviour predictably worsened; they stomped on the roofs of cars, 
hurled newspaper machines into the streets; they have several attempts to storm the Bay Bridge, 
ut the police have thus far held their ground. One group of protesters staged a “Vomit In" at the 
Federal Building to demonstrate how the war makes them ill, before trying to break into it. How 
pleased Saddam would be to hear it! 


8 March 26. I found in our basement a mangy old taxidermist’s pheasant, mounted on a 
wooden base. I sneaked it into our apartment while Lucie slept, placing it on top of one of the 
ookcases. When Lucie saw it, she uttered a cry of glee. I told her I was going to take it to 
work Monday and put it in Oliver's office, to complement the talking trout I hung on his wall last 
year. The cats didn't notice the bird right away, but after lifting each one up in the air, Monty 
egan chattering wildly, while pacing back and forth before the bookcase; however, Loulou was 
completely uninterested. When I placed the bird on the table, both sniffed it thoroughly, but I 
had to put it back on top of the bookcase after Monty tried to bite its long, feathered tail. 


8 March 27. Lucie’s cold is much worse; I hope it isn't SARS. I worked all day without 
stopping, then took the bus home at 4:00. Later, I called Max’s for dinner then went down there 
o pick it up. My timing would have been perfect; the place was empty except for the arrival just 
efore me of a party of fifty high school girls who made it nearly impossible to even enter the 
uilding. On the way back home I saw Purple Man, blocking the sidewalk with his garbage bags, 
shouting his head off about AIDS, how good black girls are in bed, and the size of his genitalia. I 
nearly got hit by a speeding Hummer while crossing the street to avoid him. Moments later, a sort 
of “mountain man” appeared, moth-eaten and wild-eyed. He stopped suddenly before me, licked 
his middle finger, bent over and stuck it in a crack in the sidewalk, retrieving a small, white flake 
of something. After smelling the flake, he then ate it. I wonder what it was? 


Someone has painted the following sinister message on the sidewalk in front of our building: 

JOHN DAVID HARRIS 

YOUR # IS UP YOURS 

MY HAND WILL DOWN YOU 

BXXM! 

Who is John David Harris? Does he live in our building? I suppose he had better watch his 
step! 


8 April 2. Left the office at 3:30 to pick up Lucie in Palo Alto; we went to see Madame Satan 
(1930) and Night World (1932) at the Stanford Theater. Despite every contrivance imaginable, 
both were really not very good, but Lucie and I adored them all the same for the snappy dialogue, 
outlandish costumes, and glorious art deco atmosphere. Madame Satan was billed as a comedy, 
but its biggest laugh was, I think, unintentional; when the zeppelin lost control and crashed into 
the tower, there was a loud “pop” which was obviously the sound of champagne being uncorked. 
Dinner afterwards at the Peninsula Creamery; chicken salad for me, French dip for Lucie. The 
Creamery’s atmosphere has been faithfully preserved since the ’30s, my only complaint are the 
divided naugahyde booths, whereby one is obligated to share the same narrow bench seat with a 
stranger, separated by a wooden partition. The gentleman next to me kept wiggling and wouldn’t 
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live? 


8 May 30. Ihave begun The Idea of Decadence in French Literature, 1830-1900, by A. E. 
Carter. Although I so far understand what the author is trying to say, the extensive quotes are 
in French, which tends to slow me down. I adore Decadent literature and feel that I have much 
in common with its authors, but I have never been interested in alcohol, hashish, or opium. I 
suppose had I lived during the period in question I would probably have indulged in every vice 
and perverted excess, but in this life I’m content to read about it and dream. 


While walking down Sixth Street in Berkeley this morning, I happened across an odd pile 
of junk under a sign which read, “Free Stuff^-a pile of wicker baskets, a rusty metal trunk, six 
styrofoam heads painted different colours, crutches, a Chinese bamboo hat, a non-descript rug, 
and some stereo equipment covered in dew. It was so artfully arranged I thought at first I had 
stumbled across a bonanza, but alas, it was all trash, really. 


'Took the car home early to find Lucie writing; she had been at the computer all day and was 
gripping the mouse tightly, eyes glazed over. After dinner, we did laundry while watching a grainy 
documentary on architectural gargoyles. 


8 June 1. Luncheon with Carmella at Café Fanny (one of Alice Waters’ enterprises) in 
Berkeley. The food is naturally top-drawer, but everything else is surprisingly wrong. Service is 
unhurried, and the only place to sit is in full sunlight next to a parking lot, which has all the 
atmosphere of, well, a parking lot. Forlorn, hungry crowds linger nearby, plates balanced in their 
hands, waiting to descend on a table as soon as one is vacated. We waited ten minutes for a seat 
next to a plastic tub of dirty dishes, but later moved to another table in the shade of a Mercedes 
SUV. Seating is rather cramped, when we left I had to crawl over a bench and almost fell because 
I was ignorant of the precipice just beyond it. In addition, it can be expensive-a small bottle of 
San Pellegrino is, amazingly, $3.25. I eat there sometimes for lunch, the trick is to arrive when 
they open at 11:00, grab a seat in the shade, and smuggle one's own beverage. 


After lunch the three of us went to Prize (such a darling little shop) and the vintage clothing 
store across the street, then to Animal Farm where Carmella bought cat food and we bought a 
fake mouse for Loulou. Every time I shop there I can never find my Animal Farm frequent shopper 
cards which, if they're punched enough times, one may exchange for free merchandise. Somewhere 
at home I've a pile of them. We spent the rest of the afternoon at Carmella's; although she lives in a 
uncertain neighborhood, her eclectic Victorian flat is not without charm-one might use the phrase 
“decayed elegance" to describe its jumble of books (with titles like Biseruality, Jack the Modernist, 
and A Year with Swollen Appendices), cracked walls, objets d'art, and conve: pieces (gallon- 
sized milk jugs filled with coloured liquid. “What's in those?” I asked H.-C. “Urine,” she responded 
in all seriousness). We chatted, cuddled with her cats, and looked at her latest work, which seems 
much more conceptual than what she was doing in the '90s-notebooks filled with flower doodles, 
giant canvases filled with u’s and i’s, and a tapestry of credit card receipts. 


8 June 2. There is a new steel and glass monstrosity at 560 Mission next to which is a not 
unpleasant garden of sorts; next to a "water feature' there is a path of crushed gravel exactly like 
the kind found in Parisian parks which cuts through a bamboo forest. When no one is there to 
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Lucie and a bowl of chili for me. The streets were swarming with people of a dubious nature-how 
I hate being out after dusk! 


8 April 8. On the bus to-day Lucie and I saw an aged punk. He was in his mid-40's, 
covered in tattoos, sporting a mohawk hairdo, technologically advanced monster boots, leather 
jacket, earrings, safety pins everywhere, &c. A spike through his nose gave him a sort of a moronic, 
cross-eyed look. From his belt dangled a large ring of several dozen keys, the majority of them 


undoubtedly useless, unless he was the janitor of a large office building. He carried tucked under 
his arm the book Darwin's Children by Greg Bear. I felt humiliated for him. 


Charles Douglass, inventor of the despised laugh track is dead [insert light chortling here]. 
Perhaps they'll play one during his eulogy [fade in uproarious laughter, then applause]. 


8 April 10. Lucie and I spent all morning at H&R Block; when we arrived the sour- 
pussed Oriental receptionist addressed Lucie as "Sir"-the same woman who called her Sir last 
year! While we waited, the girl sitting behind us, who was a “compulsive talker,” started talking 
about the war in Iraq to anyone unfortunate enough to make eye contact with her. An annoyed 
man finally responded, and a quarrel ensued. Embarrassingly ill-informed, the girl's arguments 
were all variants of the “war is bad" variety; she continually whined, “Why not Korea? We should 
send troops there because they admitted they have missiles." Her opponent was patient with 
her, but his arguments went well over her head. A middle-aged Lesbian in a Bonnie Raitt t-shirt 
joined in the fray, interrupting the others with a jab of her finger with statements like, “This is 
all about oil" and voicing admiration for the human shields. During a brief lull in the discussion, 
the compulsive talker blurted, indignantly, *And...they said SUV's are getting five miles per gallon 
now." 


8 April 11. Spent the afternoon searching for a manual typewriter; I finally found a ravish- 
ing '30s-era Underwood. It weighs more than a Buick and is an absolute dream to type on. Alas, 
where will I put it? 


After dinner we watched the silly but pleasant And God Created Woman, which for some 
reason I have never seen. Bardot is overrated as a sex symbol, although her sunbathing scene is 
notable. 


8 April 12. A rare, rainy morning. Lucie and I awoke at 9:00 and spent the day at the li- 


brary. We got little work done to-day, because Mexy told us about a website called http:/ /www.hotornot.com 


www.hotornot.com which we looked at for hours-mon dieu, these people! For laughs, I submitted 
my own photo, which so far has earned me the lamentable rating of 5.5 on a scale of ten. I am 
apparently lukewarm at best, outrated by snot-nosed hoodlums, mouthbreathing iron pumpers, 
and sunburned frat boys. Perhaps I should start wearing my pants around my ankles, buy some 
cheap jewelry, and adopt a permanent sneer? Later, Lucie submitted a photographic collage of 
herself, which has yet to be approved by the Hot or Not moderators. This site is fascinating for so 
many reasons; its a remarkable cross-section of society, albeit a mostly younger, computer-literate 
(if not actually literate) cross-section. Who receives the highest ratings is testament to today's 
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without a lid (we don't need one). Ah, to once again listen to vinyl! So much great music has 
not found its way to compact disc, or it has, and has already gone out of print so now the CD 
is more rare, even, than the LP. On the way home from work, I stopped by Amoeba to spend a 
credit slip, emerging with a stack of excellent old recordings, albums by Charles Aznavour, Yves 
Montand, and Ukulele Ike, the lesser-known piano concertos of Prokofiev, Roussel's Le festin de 
l'araignée, a Jolivet concerto for ondes martenot which looked interesting, an album of French 
musette accordion tunes, &c. 


8 May 24. Lucie and I spent a cold, foggy day in the backseat of Guillaume's new Subaru, 
wandering along the back roads of Marin. Along the way we visited an enchanting Italian-style 
garden (associated with the Garden Valley Nursery near Petaluma), a bakery in Tomales for treats, 
and the beach at Bodega Bay. After lunch at The Tides restaurant, at the location (but not the 
actual building, which burned down) where Hitchcock's The Birds was filmed), we returned home, 
exhausted. We spent the rest of the evening watching the supplemental “Les salades de l'amour" 
disc of Criterion's new The Adventures of Antoine Doinel boxed set, which arrived in the mail 
today from Amazon. 


8 May 25. Lucie and I slept late, then lounged around most of the day, listening to the 
phonograph, reading, and fussing around with the personal computer. Late in the afternoon 
we walked down to the Ferry Building, along the way window shopping, people watching, and 
wandering around in a couple of hotels. Except for the usual hordes of panhandlers, downtown 
seemed deserted, but we later found out there was some sort of huge festival in the Mission. After 
dinner, we watched Guy Maddin's Archangel, then read for the rest of the evening. 


8 May 26. After listening to my new records all day (Jolivet’s theremin sounds like a slide 
whistle), Lucie and I went to see the preposterous The Matriz Reloaded with Harriet-Camille and 
her artist friends. The movie was completely unbelievable, breaking its own vague rules as it sped 
along, however, as with all popular culture, I did find plenty to laugh at. While I was just able 
to grasp what the hell was going on in The Matriz (a co-worker explained it to me), the sequel 
left me dazed (from its near constant fighting, explosions, and chase scenes) and confused (by its 
pseudo-mystical pastiche of technological mumbo-jumbo). Here is the plot as I understand it. The 
underground ghetto of Zion is threatened by earth-eating probes which will arrive in 72 hours. 
Morpheus tells the people of Zion the bad news and urges them to start stomping and beating 
on things, to let the probes know they aren't afraid. A full-blown rave ensues in the manner of 
an extended Kahláa commercial, while Keanu and his girlfriend take the opportunity to sneak 
away and have excruciating sex in a pizza oven. Once inside the Matrix, the team is thwarted by 
an army of Agent Smiths (who, despite their vast numbers, are apparently harmless), a host of 
other unidentified agents driving tractor trailers, and tacky Miami Beach drug dealers with French 
accents (achieved instantaneously by inserting a computer chip into their necks). All are armed 
to the teeth but can't seem to hurt each other because they all know how to exploit the Matrix's 
weaknesses, for example, a car is riddled with bullets (when a thing is riddled with something 
it's always bullets, isn't it7) but its driver is unharmed; however, one bullet does manage to 
kill Keanu's girlfriend, who is promptly resurrected by the Superman-Christ figure Keanu. After 
easily shooting their way into an important-looking building, a diminutive Chinaman known as 
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8 April 18. Onthe way home I stopped by Borders to see if they had any books on Odilon 
Redon (they did not, nor did the helpless customer service representative know who he was). 
Just as I was entering, G. E. Smith of “Saturday Night Live" fame was leaving after having just 
performed; it would be the second time I’ve seen him in this neighborhood. Spent a scant half-hour 
working on a dismal short story, which I already hate. Spaghetti for dinner while watching a couple 
of flawed but brilliant Guy Maddin films, Careful and Twilight of the Ice Nymphs. Now I want to 
see them all! I remember Le Video had a whole section devoted to him. 


I finally caught Dinah red-pawed after she had opened the closet and pulled down one of 
Lucie's feathery negligées. I didn't want to discipline her because she is too easily frightened, but 
I did seal the door tightly with a rubber doorstop. Let's see her open it now! 


8 April 19. Dinah is obsessed with entering the closet, she stands on her hind legs and 
pushes the mirrored door with all her might, staring herself in the face and meowing. Mr. Darcy, 
Ifear, has an eye infection, the poor blighter. Lucie says he feels feverish but I don't know what a 
cat’s temperature is supposed to be. I could never have real children; I would worry about them 
incessantly, especially when we are separate 


8 April 21. Read interviews with and articles about Guy Maddin all day at work, while 
listening to Ockeghem. For lunch, I went to the new Bay Street mall in Emeryville, which is vast, 
barren and confusing; I actually saw a tumbleweed. I would have felt too conspicuous eating in a 
deserted Rubio's Baja Grill or the ill-named Fuddrucker's, so I left without eating. 


Shrimp salad for dinner while watching Tales from the Gimli Hospital with the commentary 
track on; afterwards, I started it again with the original soundtrack so I could transfer it to a 
recordable compact disc. Technology bores me stiff, but sometimes I am grateful for it. Since I 
can't conveniently listen to LPs at work, there are fortunately CDs and headphones. 


8 April 23. Could it be we're on the verge of having a social life? Several friends and 
acquaintances are suggesting we get together for dinner at various times and places, but since 
Lucie and I are wage slaves seven days a week (I have three jobs while Lucie has two), we never 
have the energy. We're always relieved when plans fall through, content to stay at home together, 
alone, where we're happiest. Spent the evening watching Time Regained for the second time; did 
people really eat strawberries with aether? I should like to try that sometime, I think. Perhaps 
when I get around to finally reading Proust, as it seems I am the only person I know who isn't 
intimately familiar with his works. 


8 April 24. Watched Feuillade's Les Vampires all day-seven hours’ worth! Musidora in a 
black body stocking! I lapped it up, but I have a few minor complaints about what was otherwise 
an outstanding job at the restoration of the series. The original titles were discarded in favour of 
new English ones which seemed quite out of place; why couldn't have they have simply subtitled 
the originals? Also, the new recording of the original score was marred by digital stereo sound; I 
would have preferred glorious mono with added scratches for an authentic touch; instead, I turned 
the soundtrack down and played my own 78s, which were so much more appropriate, I thought. 
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8. I need an antique-looking map of Santa Barbara. It’s for our wedding invitations-we're 
getting married there. 


9. What's it called when you paint with wax, and do you have any books on it? 


I for some reason (how did they get my name?) have been invited to join the Naughty 
Librarian, a Yahoo! group for people who fetishize libraries and librarians. There was only one 
message posted, which encouraged members to share their stories of sexual encounters in libraries 
(alas, I have none). What is it about libraries that attracts these kinds of people? Are there 
similar groups representing other professions, say, for people who fantasize about accountants, 
grocery store clerks, and garbage men? Perhaps the appeal is due to the institutional aspect of 
libraries, akin to that of the post office, police department, and hospital (I myself have a weakness 
for fin-de le nurses’ uniforms, such as those in Guy Maddin's Tales from Gimli Hospital). 
Lucie says, and I think she is right, that it has more to do with “power” issues-the librarian as 
dominatrix. 

jb May 13.j/b4 After work, Lucie and I waited thirty minutes in howling, freezing fog for 
the cursed 43, then another half-hour for the 38, which was crowded with every type of criminal, 
madman, and fool. We could take the N, but that means walking home five blocks down O’Farrell 
after dark-no thanks! 


Lucie and I stayed up late watching a couple of Maysles films, Salesman and Grey Gardens. 
I liked Grey Gardens very much, a documentary on the lives of Mrs. Edith Bouvier Beale and 
her daughter Edie, the aunt and first cousin of Jackie O., who lived in a squalid Long Island 
mansion with a host of cats, rats, and raccoons. Despite their bizarre eating habits (ice cream on 
crackers), odd attire, rambling conversations, and constant singing, I found these ladies not only 
endearing but downright irresistible (much more so than their celebrated Jackie), but inspirational, 
even, for their perpetual candor and for being unashamedly themselves. I could see myself ending 
up like them in my old age. Im “myself” at home, but I am divers versions of myself, a social 
chameleon, in the company of others, which has always troubled me (for example, I use different 
styles of speech in different contexts-linguists call these "registers" but what is the sociological 
equivalent?); but as I get older my personality seems to become more homogenized-is this a good 
thing? I have always regarded my neuroses and psychological idiosyncrasies as traits to be desired 
(disturbed people are so much more interesting to me than well-adjusted ones) and have nursed 
them accordingly; so far I have been able to suppress them when I need to. But to “let myself 
go” the way the Beales have without doubt poses a grave social disadvantage (by “social” I mean 
one's fundamental ability to function in society). 


8 May 14. This morning Lucie and I bumped into Dick Winchell-as soon as he saw us he 
cried, “Omigod, I’m calling Nico right now," whipping out his cell phone. Every time we see him, 
he says we should get together and that he'll call us, but never does. Dick looks much like Nicolas 
Cage now-Nicolas Cage sunglasses, forearms, hairline, tan, &c. Dick had to hurry to the gym, but 
promised we'd meet for drinks at the Grand Café Monday evening, whether Nico can make it or 
not. 


The rat’s maze which is the streets of Berkeley have put me in a foul mood. While running 
various errands on my lunch break, I encountered every variety of traffic jam, construction, road 
hazard, and inopportune one-way street, not to mention the blocked intersections Berkeley is 
infamous for, whereby barriers have been set up, forcing one to turn when one should be going 
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play their róles as if they were living in the year 1905. Mon dieu, how I would love to participate 
in such a project, even if I had to play the scullery maid, however, I think I could have been a 
splendid butler. As I write this I am reminded of Patrick Dennis, who abandoned his brillian 
career as a writer to become Ray Kroc's (of Big Mac infamy) butler, but I digress. 


I often wonder, if I could have chosen the era in which I lived, which era that would be. Instea 
of being born in 1968, I might like to have died of old age in that year. During my fin-de-siécle 
childhood, I would have witnessed the birth of cinema, and the avant-garde, not to mention radio 
and later, the picture box. I would have lived through the Jazz Age and experienced first-han 
my favourite era of popular music, fashion, and style. Of course, there was the Great Depression 
and two world wars, but that's not enough to change my mind. I could have spent my old age in 
the oblivious ’Fifties and lived long enough to know the films of the French New Wave. I admi 
I am too afraid to have lived during the Renaissance; I would doubtless have been beheaded for 


something I said or wrote. 


8 May 1. Upon our arrival to the library this afternoon, it seemed as all hell had broken 
loose. Fire trucks, police cars, and emergency vehicles of every caliber were strewn about, alarms 
were going off in the building, and police were struggling in the street with a naked, ranting man. 
Lucie and I walked a wide arc around the appalling scene, by now quite used to life in a defeated 
city. 


On the way home we stopped by Johny's (their spelling, not mine) for cheese steak sandwiches, 
which were delicious but revolting. Lucie and I must return to our regular eating habits, of late 
disrupted by our constant work schedule. 


8 May 2. This morning I rescued a snail who was quite doomed where I found him, halfway 
up a metal door, almost at the brink of death. As I pulled him from the door, slight moisture 
suggested he might still be alive; I set him down on the driveway, now wet from a recent cloudburst, 
and watched his slow recovery. Within minutes, he had emerged from his shell, wiggling his 
antennae happily and inching off into the bushes... 


8 May 3. Mr. Darcy's eye infection is suddenly worse after we believed it had gone away, 
so I took him to the Nob Hill Cat Clinic. On the way there and back, we chased a few pigeons 
and stopped to smell several bushes; a young couple eating at the Moulin Rouge waved and blew 
kisses at Mr. Darcy. The doctor prescribed eye drops for the malady; when Lucie and I tried to 
administer the medicine Mr. Darcy just about had a fit, I have never seen him so upset. In the 
end we had to roll him up in a blanket like a Ho-Ho; of course, as soon as it was all over he acted 
ike nothing had happened, although Dinah kept a wary eye on us for a little while. 


8 May 4. I was awakened at 4:30 this morning by the same crowd of youngsters who 
disturbed our slumber on the first of February. In a gesture of appalling contempt for propriety 
he girl was screaming hysterically at what must have been the world's most hilarious joke. Her 
mirth quickly turned to dismay as a volley of eggs rained down upon her head. Without a word, 
he crowd retreated into the building and shut the door. However, after the excitement was over, 
I was never really able to fall back asleep. 


5.74. MAY 5 89 


Lucie accompanied me to the library; on the way, we stopped by La Parisienne for a vase 
Lucie had seen last week but it was sold. There was some sort of street fair to-day, so it wasn't 
very busy at the library. An elderly gentleman asked me if I spoke French; I replied, un peu. 
He wanted me to translate a French cartoon in to-day's newspaper; another elderly gentleman 
lamented the disappearance of our card catalog; a third old man wanted a poem about dogs. Lucie 
and I spent most of the afternoon flipping through Town €4 Country magazines and making fun 
of the advertisements and articles; we laughed so hard a library patron had to shush us-imagine, 
someone shushing a librarian! 


8 May 5. On the side of the historic Hobart Building, there used to be an innocuous but 
not unattractive painted design of an old-fashioned carriage, below which were the words, *Since 
1852." The building's owners have painted over the design, which is now a 20’-tall gray hexagon 
and smaller gray rectangle which are quite an eyesore. The 1914 high-rise, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, is marred by the thoughtless alteration. If they had wanted to remove 
the design (but why?), they should have done the job properly Now it would take double the 
effort to restore the wall to its original condition. As I walked by the building to-day, the music of 
an insane woman banging random keys on an amplified Casio keyboard seemed to underscore my 
distress over this petty-minded deed. Mediocrity strikes again! 


8 May 6. Slept late; luncheon at the Grand Café with Carmella, which was fun. Carmella 
ooks wonderful, and seems happier than the last time we saw her-five years ago! She and Lucie 
ad much catching up to do. I felt a little bit like a third wheel; everything that came out of 
my mouth seemed prosy and long-winded. I dominated our last minutes together with a rambling 
hesis on doing one's laundry. 


After work Lucie and I returned home and shared a pizza pie while watching Design for Living 
1933)-I laughed so hard I almost spit out my pizza (I wanted to write “false teeth", but I don't 
aave false teeth). I forget how funny Noël Coward is! The costumes and interiors were to die for, 
oo. In one scene, I caught a glimpse of a bed which I simply must have, in the style of Greek 
Revival, filtered through an Art Déco sensibility. No such bed exists in stores; what would it take 
o design and build my own? If I were only handy with tools! 


8 May 7. Luncheon at the Albany Bowl, which is patronized almost exclusively by elderly 
Asians. The service is perfunctory and the food even more so-why do I eat there? Because 
he place is a product of a bygone era; the other diners are well-behaved and I can say Sir and 
Ma'am without feeling out of place; the lighting is natural, there is no objectionable music, and the 
atmosphere is peaceful. While eating my chili dog with cheese and onions I continued to read Lost 
Illusions, which I began in January and still have not finished-at this rate I shall have read two 
;ooks this year. On the way back to work I stopped by Barnes & Noble to preview albums. They 
ave these laser scanner things now, you put on the headphones then wave the item under the red 
eam of light. While browsing, I spotted a plastic divider which said DOWLAND-Sorcer's [sic] 
Apprentice"; I took it up to the counter and said to the woman behind it, ^There are two mistakes 
ere, do you know what they are?” She spotted the misspelling of “sorcerer” but I had to tell her 
he work was not by Dowland but Dukas (which I had to spell for her). Afterwards, I felt like such 
a fussy smart-ass. 


"jueurrduroo € 10j Surysy jt se “eA Kur Suroue[8 opa 

4 Su Huryuvy, st oyqnd əy} osneooq Iu gurqjouros ,urop 

aq jsnur ƏM, OWN juo[OIA JO Ə V 107 poqms 19339q pexoo[ oym mo[[əj € Aq senseour ÁA3rmnoos 
[euorppe 03 3ruqns UY} ‘10799470P EPU e qsnodq3 HEM “qoq PUL 3809 JOATOA *sooqs Aur oAouro1 03 
(əslə ouo&1oAo oxr[) opeur SBM I ‘Suy ur JEM ojnurur-uoojjg V Io3jy euru} oq} Jo yed poj3tqequr 
ayy 0} fem Kur pug oj eSeueur prp I ppp]. "req eds ay} possa1id [ uoa ozoij 1o3nduroo 
ay} mq ^sop[ uorjeurropyur ue je sem j OETA mo puy oj pen I “ynoqe ə[doəd ou ərəm əy} 
pue dn popreoq sem Suyono oprsur quom [ uoqA ‘podie oY} Jo yed pouopueqe *uoxes10jpos 
autos ye go our poddoup opyqnys oq, "eppsuruoq oq) uwop penurjuoo ous AYM oeiqgm W opanqs 
podie popaodo € oj Suruojsuerj “Ən YPM UWI} oy} xoo3 | “Gp:g ye dN ‘og eunf 8 


lolopinur sseur oq-p[no^ əy} payseoq 


"re[noeuI0A [eseu SuLAOUU Kur ur puru 0} sowo 1SIU I0A0jerA Mo j1n[q 
SI op uo | [[e Ájorxue yonu os our sosneo Apfensn sguroq ueumu 19470 03 2up[eodg “yok “suryyAue 
uo po[j36s 3,uoAeq Mq 'sooro^ uoJogrp YIM poquourriodxo oavy J "(puru 03 ouroo STAR] 949g pue 
TEM urermAA) syuoooe Surpunos qsrytrg-jpeu Wot} oses qorqA *uorrp ur suossə[ UAATS ərəm Koy} 
texods sui[y poo«Áq[oH pio ur s1032e fem əy} yeods p[noo [ poust« sAvmye j "sesuodsor SurieAmb 
*pe&erop Seats uem: pue *o3 uexods sso[un sxeods 1oAou oy ABA əy} o1rurpe J 'əs|ə ouoKue oxrp punos 
0j quem j,uprp oy osneooq *uorejooge ue sr qooods s10Ao[r) Uds pres oxungp uoA NH 


“o1OU OU Q umop ypes qeys I ET 03 pesn y uey} queseo[d 
Ssə[ st Áoj[e əy} '(sreo əy} 1940 spuey s,ouo Surp[or opua qumbs ysnur ouo) Ajrpenb Te1ojsed sy jo 
euros Sururejer [ITS QM capeudse yy JaAo poAed uəəq seq 'so[ppnd oArjeu NOY} ur SuLIOMQ 16a 
ƏAIƏSqO oj 1opio ur sSuruiour ASSOS euros yem | dora umop 'Ko[ox1egp ur Áo[[V snurmuodof 


"^opurA Kt X 03 3xou PS 03 pesgr[qo sem T[ q3noujpe ‘[nJooved ApoArye[o1 sem feq Iy} sso1oe opti 
eq oul’ Sn '0£:4 4e snq jxou ou Surpreoq “uum oo e purqoq pn I ‘poarre 07:4 oq uM 
'Jpsuy Surg oy, 10 ‘ordno13 3no-possed e *1oounoq e *3epuejreq oq 
oq p[noo reo mo 0} }xəu dn po[rmno ueuro[juo9 oq], “Woouod Ao[soi1q SJA ue ‘Aes ‘oye Sururour 
ay} reodde jsnur qn[ojqSru € moy purur o} jyuSnoiq sey pouunjloAo pue sdno 1ooq nsed əy} 
“turoA yya Axorgs sxpemopts oY} ‘SUTUIOW sy} poeg, O UMOP Supem ow “QT ouNL 8 


‘sopeds uwoux-[[o^ 3sour oq; Aquo 
Jo [njpueq e əA%s 's1oMog I0 'soo1) 'spitq oureu 3ouueo [ "Suruopres pue Kdoso[rqd 'sorsse[o ayy 
*&1390d jo o8popwous Aur ur sde3 Surssexrequio əsrwəyr| OTe IYL 'orsnur Surpeoz pue ‘(s WYN L 
se gons) juoururej1ojuo repndod 'ounj[norige *(o[durexo 10g fouogdo[oj ,sso[p1oo, e peyonoy ioAou 
owed [-Arjo8pes oruo1qgəələ Teuossod pue ‘saweg ooprA 'srojnduroo :dso) pe1ouoS ur KSol[ouuoə1 pue 
*soptiqouro3ne *sj10ds 'sorgrod pue *soryeuromqeur *(s310gpo ysouoy Kur o31dsop ‘4804 sorsKud oSo[oo € uo 
OJƏZ X po1008 ə5uo J) soouoros Ə} jo ur[eoa IY} ur pojeonpo Ap100d ure [ *sordo3 oAoqe ot Jo Aue oq ur 
oquej3o[rp € pouroop oq Apqeqoad p[noA | 310dxo oni € jo &ueduroo əy} ur pue ‘ons oq 03 ‘sde3 oSnq 
ore əy} ng "A1ojsrq 41e pue ‘Aydersoyy1o0 ‘Aydeiso0es t&urouorjse ouros 'soouoros Kre1qi[ əy} pue 
Suriposxooq 'uorjog 1oxioq Á&mn3uoo-q30z Áe ‘SNJIM 01470 &mn3uoo-q36] SNU peorsse[o “BPL 
pue uismeormg '[e1ouog ur sorsmsurƏ pue oSenSuer qsi2ujp oy} Jo &iojstq oy} *eurour 3uopuodopur 
pue ypuery 'sQg, pue sog, OY} jo orsnur repndod 'sjuopeoe(q pue (7p Ja “e|oZ) sjsqemqjeN A} 
'sueurisfng 'M-f JO yom pue oft] əy} Á[perodso ‘smy, gouorq &m3uoo-q36[ Surpn[our 


‘sqyoafqns Moy e yya pogurenboe Ápo3e1epour 
Á[o1our juosoid je j[osKur 1oprsuoo mq 'Surqjeuros uo yrədxə ue oq 0} poguem sKew[e ART, T 


46 9I ANAF 26$ 


Sei Jol, p10201 ƏY} YIM ‘suMAp[Op oy} ur sem J Aes proa ouo osoddns [ 'uorstAo[o3 oq JO Money 
Ul aig əupp oprse jos UA JAVY pue ‘Burgou uoj3rr« oA€q 'oouopuodso.nioo Kur pojoo[dou oARY T 
"exejsrur e sem sdeyied qorqa 'oeqo q qr 3ueurjurodde Aur pəsstur ospe p imejmo ue ə[qurəsə: 
SNY} pue poAeus JOU OART J "p[10^ oprsjno oy} oAe1q 0} uonrpuoo ou ur ore pue posodsrpur oq 03 
ənumuoo sn jo q3oq se *&epsmu], oours osnoy oy} Yo] Jou oavy [ pue ang “Gz 3snSny 8 


n 


LOUUIVUL IULIPOU gj ISONA S TUTEIN 


0} Suruojsi o[r[« əmu uo 's1ejs dod əyə nooanou jo syiqey Surjsou oy} uo ureidoid ounjeu e 
* SqUO,, AQV mun Apreou mq Surjeurosejg S, AT JN Surqojea pue *oouopuodse.nioo Suriowsue ‘Bur 


ys sos Ysysuq 100d say ojrdso) 


aM guzy oun) 3j? qoreos uerorsqd 
JIM juourjurodd ue opeur cary [ ` 


a 


lot oorjo'€1d 03 orn 10j SJU 100g 
V 0} JOM 19] sn Jo sory} oq :s e 


STOLT 3e ssoip oo*[ s,oron' go Surddoap 1947y ‘OUJ ouros 10j Jo qoTeos ur uooq JAVY J uoneurrojur 


Sururejuoo drisueuruod uo 3o[qdure 


TRL IV 'e^y oSo[[op) umop po[[o14s əm o1oqA AopoyIog 03 Ted ou x003 sn Jo omy ƏY} *uopes &3neoc 
oy} uro UINjor Joy uod(] jqoq soc, ?Sur[rep e ur mey Joy 


"Jouurp IO} s,rng 03 UY} : 


“AT}OO.L109 


-peo1 ‘Surddeu uoouseye o3 queds | *eueueq e pue 'seurj[es *ijoiq uexorqo jo uoəqouni e 193] V 


oureu Aut po[[ods sey ors jt uəəs oq 04 


sureuroi yt YSnoyye 'spioA ə[Suts jo sooue1033n 03 qooods Aur SurAgi[durs Aq (opni oq o3 poSeueur 


‘oym) ystuorydader soeg “Iq 0} poojsropun j[os&ur oxeur 


I 

0} o[q? sem [ ‘Areuor}oIp ur&urq poos e pue eururojued Aq pojsisse ‘fosoj [e3uourepung əutos uo 
eyeorunururoo 03 eseueur A[qeqoad [LA sn jo om} eq? os 'əsəurqoO euros oA J Apung "posouserp 
Suq Woy ooroqo jo ogenSue[ Au ‘Ystsuq ?d22xa ogen9ue[ Aue Aq qoreos oy} morreu feu ouo ‘oys 


* Surop uou ey} Sururreje jeqaouros y pur I ‘Lyo Aq e 


n3 a} Jo Ape[eur e uror 


Aue peu Áo Jt aes 01 o 
OUL je uoouojge ət 


'&19-U'€LIO)OTA V JO UO 


igusrmums ‘gz 3sn9ny $ 


jou prp Kou mq *euroq ye sdojs 3o[[e 
u10 [4] ut esnoqareA spoos Surjiods 
3 Jo ysor oy} queds əm ‘parredar oq o 


Ipe optutsoey e poseuound I JLA eu jo 


'eonggo Kur jo MOPULM əy} ^o[oq 3o[ Suryred oq 


*Sursstur sem Seg yury SH ‘1d o 


13e ojexedos e Sug 


se ‘oul 0} YI UMJI 03 19440q Apoqou prp ym mq ‘mopu 


sreoÁ ouros ən Aq Sutjoois epy 
Aut poids I ‘I9U109 ƏY} ur o[qe3 V uo 


‘uo 10jnduroo peuosrod Kur Surumi 1o3py "uooulo 


Į 'Ətsnur Moy Jo edrs eym smouy Á 


*4qnop ou pegs SUITE] əy} *euoouros Jey} aur 03 


dn *o3oqA ‘woor xea1q 


ur ooe[d quoururo1d e y oAeS 197e] 


Jo Jos pouoejop oy} uo smo[oo qstre8 ur pojured ‘UBIA opnio e qrno oY} Ieou pouopueqe puno 
J ‘990 AUT 03 oLrq sxoo[q [e1oAos oY} Supjea o 
Jodie Kur SutZi[€o1 ATUO ‘dogs Kur possrur [ yey} [njssooons os 9194 suorjoerjsrp oprsno [[e MO YO]! 


pue jI? YO} [eursrp Jo ə 


0} Sjduro33e AU *10A9MO][ 'uonenuəouoo JO umoərpour € UT 


Sonpeueq ouvur oy} pue our purqoq 3oxoex Suredd 
at} 0} peaour] ‘asig əupp uo snooJ 03 e[qtssodui 
JID US yoous yoous 39Dt1S—UOLIL sej unS-ourqoeur wns Jol Peus 03 peoueururo» pue MOI X»eq eq 


£007 '€ HHLdVHO 


'os'eod 03 ons st 31 AYM OYO SIWO 


TEM S ueumr our poum; peu snq ət 193je 


'e oy} woy yueystpmbe Apq9noa ‘snq oy} Jo 197099 
1 gup[peur pue juejsur ue ur soA1ou Kur SULIO}}eYS 


mə sey opn] ‘Ig ysnBny § 


ur 31 pe3eoo[ Appornb I jerpox Kur 03 me 
iM JO Xpeq ol} uo uojjri« sr oureu AUT 
oogjgo Aur mo uo[[ej o^eq ysnur 1 “ose 


b 


Nq e se our 0} uoAIS 'ogdurorip, op ory preoqpreo ornjerurur 


eoKo[duro otf} 03 SITeJSUMOP poAouror T 


je OVO ALƏ J 910Joq 3t əptq 03 Tequiourod jsnur 
uo POs) 03 uojsi 03 PIM uo g-rq a[qeytod Kur Sursn uooq sey 
UOpIAO sem y ‘o umo Kur Suriojuo uodN 


D 


D 


vord ayy dn pexord [ reyo uopoow e 


eureu OF Ei Sem J sny} four 910jJoc 


GL 


98 CHAPTER 5. 2003 


I arrived at the gate with two hours to spare. Since I wouldn't be dining until after take-off, 
I purchased a hot dog, a banana, and a Tropicana-brand apple juice (served lukewarm), which 
dribbled down my chin due to a poorly-designed plastic bottle. My ad-libbed meal was disturbe 
by a ragamuffin who started shaking my row of seats while her mother shouted from the snack bar, 
“Do you want a muffin?” “N: shrieked the brat. “Do you want a bagel?” “Noooooooo!” she 
shrieked again, while stamping her feet with her eyes closed. I surveyed the room, wondering who 
I would be imprisoned with on the plane. A bored teenaged boy with a “Dirty Niggaz" t-shirt used 
iis armrest as a drum, pat-a-pat-a-pat-a-pat; a Tammy Faye Bakker look-a-like muttering to hersel 
while swiveling back and forth in her seat; an obese man suffering a coughing fit; a gum-smacking 
eenaged girl, all possible cell-mates. 


I have a horror of public restrooms, and the ones at the airport are no exception. My toile 
kept flushing repeatedly as I sat upon it, then didn't flush after I had gotten up; meanwhile, I 
knocked over a stack of half-spent toilet paper rolls, two of which rolled into the next stall, occupie 
yy a fellow who was talking on his portable telephone amidst the sickening racket of the men's 
room! I was mortified, but thankfully he didn't acknowledged the mishap. 


Back in the waiting area, I approached a table covered in every conceivable dreary magazine for 
he traveling banker or stock broker of colour: The Economist (Latin ed.), Ebony, The Far Eastern 
Economic Review, Black Enterprise,Los Seis Continentes, Hispanic Business, Latin Finance, Latin 
Trade, Poder, and those ubiquitous tabloids Time and Newsweek, both in Spanish for some reason. 
I don't usually read magazines anyway, but I wouldn't have minded flipping through the latest 
Vanity Fair or Vogue while waiting to board the plane, as I find it difficult to concentrate when 
Im anxious. As I looked around the room, people were actually reading those rags (it pays to 
supply one's own reading material), although one woman was reading something called 110%: 
110 Strategies for Feeling Great Every Day. I chose a seat on the far side of the room where I 
would be undisturbed, but was immediately followed by an obese gentleman carrying several giant 
suitcases while holding his boarding pass and identification in his mouth, like a dog. He dropped 
everything behind me with a groan, and when he sat down the whole row of seats trembled. I tried 
to ignore him, but then he produced, from God only knows where, a greasy bag of Egg McMuffins, 
which stank of bacon, grease, and condiments. He made all sorts of chomping, smacking, and 
licking sounds; just as I thought I was going to go mad, an unctious voice over the public address 
system boomed something like, “Customer [something unintelligible which sounded like Huhn 
Huh], please pick up the white courtesy telephone, Huhn Huh" at a ridiculously high volume. A 
woman nearby covered her ears it was so loud, while others looked at each other and laughed. 
Despite this easily remedied human error, it was not turned down; every few minutes, another 
ear-splitting announcement would commence, *Customer Huhn Huh, please pick up the white 
courtesy telephone, Huhn Huh, Huhn Huh, Huhn Huh..." shattering my nerves but momentarily 
drowning out the Egg McMuffin person. 


Upon boarding, I couldn't find room for my small 40s-era Paul Bunyan suitcase; as there were 
people rudely pressed against me in both directions, all I could do was sit down with my suitcase in 
my lap and hope a stewardess would find a place for it. Finally, someone moved their suitcase and 
Ishoved mine in. After the smarmy lesson on how to fasten and unfasten one's seat belt (who has 
never used a seat belt?) and a dozen loud commercials, the in-flight movie began, which I think 
was called Chicago; its constant jump-cut editing created a strobe light effect. I tried to watch 
it for a moment but the camera never stayed still for one second, which gave me a migraine. Its 
scenes of aerobic exercises looked tiresome anyway. For the duration of the flight, the occupant of 
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8 August 9. Lucie and I went to the matinée of Le Divorce, an amusing little film we 
quite enjoyed. Oddly, the audience consisted largely of the elderly, who, incidentally, know how to 
conduct themselves in a theater; Lucie and I weren't disturbed once. As soon as the film ended, 
everyone left en masse, leaving Lucie and I alone to read the credits, which, to my surprise, included 
Léos Carax as a lyricist on one of the songs on the soundtrack; unfortunately I missed the title of 
the song. We took our luncheon at Café Bastille, then, as Lucie wasn't feeling well, spent the rest 
of the day at home watching a couple of Whit Stillman films- Metropolitan and The Last Days of 
Disco. 


8 August 13. Lucie and I were kept awake by the mad trombonist, whose repeated single- 
note blasts continued into the night. Piano (played properly and at a correct hour), I wouldn't 
mind, nor the "cello, but in my neighborhood we have the mad trombonist, an amateur harmonica 
player, and the chap who simulates a drum kit with mop buckets. 


Despite being ill again, I went to the office. Luncheon at the Bay Café Hofbrau; in Chapter IX 
Jane Eyre, Jane spends a last night with Helen Burns, who dies of consumption; tears welled in 
my eyes as I chewed my tuna melt sandwich. I look forward to my midday meal where I get most 
of my reading done. Reading on the bus often makes me nauseated, and lately Lucie and I have 
spent an inordinate amount of time watching films lately, which often end so late there is no time 
to read in bed. Tonight we watched Noah Baumbach's Kicking and Screaming and Mr. Jealousy, 
after having seen his hilarious Highball the day before. All our favourite films would have done well 
as plays-little action (and no gratuitous car chases, please!) but heavy dialogue with an emphasis 
on human relationships. How I would loved to have been a filmmaker, but that involves work, and 
lots of it; Pll have to remain content as a film buff, one who is “enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
out film." 


o 


o 


8 August 14. After a luncheon of chicken broth, I had regained enough strength to ac- 
company Lucie to Sür La Table for some ramekins; after parting ways at Powell Street Station, 
I spent the rest of the afternoon at home reading Jane Eyre. The news is all about the blackou 
in the Northeast-how I should love to live without electricity! Of course, shaving my moustache 
would simply be out of the question, as only my electric razor can do the job with the required 
sensitivity. Our building has no gas, therefore we would have to take all our meals out, which coul 
become rather expensive. I would also have to pick up a Victrola and start collecting 78's again; 
and viewing films could be a problem, as art house theaters are disappearing at an alarming rate. 
However, there are always books to read. 


Whatever tranquility I may have ordinarily enjoyed this afternoon was certainly extinguishe 
by the constant pop of Snappers from the playground behind our building. I have written numerous 
letters to the Director of the establishment, who assured me the irritants would be disallowed, bu 
that evidently has not happened. Walking around the corner to see for myself, I witnessed a 
chubby little brown-skinned lad throwing Snappers on the ground absent-mindedly; before him 
were hundreds of spent ones. 


8 August 20. It is my habit to sit near the back of the bus so as not to be disturbed as 
I read, for the front of the bus is oft populated with animated passengers who confabulate in a 
most noisome manner. This morning my ruse failed, as a Lesbian, dressed as a paper boy, sat in 
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After spending the morning at the convention center, doing whatever one does at conventions, 
I grew bored and decided to explore the city (remember, a bored person is a boring person). Like 
other Canadian cities I’ve visited, Toronto is spotlessly clean-I noticed the trash bins are locke 
and accessible by only a narrow slot, making it impossible for people to dig through them (a 
common sight in San Francisco). I walked up Yonge Street (pronounced Young), which reminde 
me a little of Philadelphia's South Street, but more interesting, and much longer. I studied the 
crowds carefully (my dark sunglasses are perfect for people watching), paying close attention to 
their clothes, their posture, their bodies, their make-up, their mannerisms, &c. I was surprised a: 
how white it is here, but after all ve come from the Barbary Coast. There were a few panhandlers, 
sitting quietly on their corners holding signs or cups; some asked for money but politely, without a 
ong or dance. On one block several religious fanatics vied for my attention; I then manoeuvere 
skillfully through a throng of Harry Potter fanatics in full costume, who were thrusting flyers in 
people's faces (I think there's a new book). A disheveled, wrinkled sad sack of a man suddenly los 
control of his bag of fast food, which he juggled wildly before dropping his burger upside-down on 
the sidewalk; I mumbled a sympathetic oops as I walked by. I’ve only been here 36 hours, but the 
eople here appear to me to be friendly, laid back, and a bit on the wholesome side. It was warm 
oday and people dressed accordingly (I was the only one wearing a suit), but I saw none of the 
ppalling fashion trends from home, such as pants worn around the knees, or clothes several sizes 
oo big. Canadian women look essentially the same as Americans, but they somehow seem more 
eminine and sexy without appearing slutty. 


DQ 
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After visiting several bookstores, I eventually tired of the never-ending Yonge Street which 
seemed to stretch to the horizon, so I turned on Bloor, returning on Church, inadvertently stum- 
bling upon Toronto’s equivalent of the Castro, which was teeming with homosexuals. I imagine 
Percy could have told me a few stories about this neighborhood. For the first time today I saw a 
real restaurant (where do people eat here, besides Harvey's, McDonald's, Kentucky-Fried Chicken, 
and Taco Bell?), an attractive little bistro, but the menu didn't appeal to me. I'm sure there are 
many good restaurants in Toronto, but wandering the city aimlessly for four hours is not the most 
effective way to find them. I eventually ended up at a rather pleasant pub called the Irish Embassy, 
not unlike Foley's at home but nicer, located in an old Victorian bank, with original marble floors 
and high, ornate ceilings. I stuffed myself on the company's dime, then meandered back to my 
room, spending the rest of the evening reading, watching more French-language programs, with its 
generous nudity. Lucie called and we spoke for an hour; she said the patio sale was a flop today, 
which makes me glad, as I really dislike the people in our building. 


8 June 22. I went to the convention center at 10:00 with good intentions, but fled immedi- 
ately and went to the Art Gallery of Ontario, where I bumped into Mitchell and Petra. It was nice 
o know that Mitchell wasn't spending all his time at the convention, as he seems to take work so 
seriously. We spoke for about fifteen minutes; Mitchell said they were going to take the train to 
Niagara Falls before returning home. We made tentative plans to see a movie at the Stanford or 
he Paramount soon. 


The gallery is home to many very pretty things indeed; I quite liked two small canvases by 
F. S. Challener, called “Papillons” and “Libellules.” Besides being pleasantly surprised by Augus- 
ius John's 1919 portrait of the Marchesa Casati, I otherwise saw nothing compelling. Canadian 
ainting, at least that which I saw today, seems to be largely informed by European tradition 
although Jack Chambers’ “401 towards London, No. 1", which I was attracted to immediately, 
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or on hiatus from the university) but perked up when Lucie asked her what she would rather be 
doing; she replied that she had always wanted to be an *advocate" of some sort. In the meantime, 
a gentleman with two turntables and a microphone arrived, who proceeded to play records of ’80s 
pop music at increasingly loud levels until we could no longer hear what Sharon was saying. Once 
outdoors, the conversation turned to music; I asked Jeffrey what kind of music he and Sharon 
liked. He replied that they listened to KFOG, which I knew to be a popular station of some sort, 
one which undoubtedly features the inane banter of a "morning crew’ followed by "triple shots’ of 
'album rock’, but when I asked what kind of music the station played, neither Sharon nor Jeffrey 
would give a straight answer! Before Lucie and I took a taxi home, we walked up to Van Ness to 
see the Cool's depressing new condominium, the interior of which was flooded with brilliant light 
from a nearby billboard. Lucie stifled laughter as I put on my lunettes de soileil, as my eyes are 
particularly sensitive to fluorescent rays. During the grand tour of the premises, I was able to 
survey the Cool's collection of LPs which included those of Bobby McFerrin, Quarterflash, and a 
compilation of Strauss waltzes. I can only surmise they are ashamed of their tastes in music, and 
I cannot say that I blame them. 


8 August 2. Up at the ungodly hour of 9:00, whereby Lucie and I hastily dressed then 
took the F to the Castro; at Powell Street Station we were greeted by a saxophonist who honked a 
halting rendition of *If I Only Had a Brain"; meanwhile, a huckster was busy separating a group 
of Scandinavian tourists from their money by charging them to enter the platform through an 
unguarded employees! entrance. After a quick sprint underneath Market Street we emerged at 
Castro Station, then climbed the few blocks to the top of Beaver Street, where Randolphe greeted 
us with a shouted, “Hi!” He produced a key from his pocket, and moments later Lucie and I were 
rolling towards Mountain View in his truck, the personalized license plates and bumper stickers of 
which indicates the driver is a homosexual of the "bear" variety, which made me feel not a little 
self-conscious. Before picking up the bookcase from Lucie's office, we stopped at Draeger's where 
Lucie purchased the store's entire stock of her favourite flageolet beans, unavailable in the city for 
some reason. 


After delivering the bookcase to our apartment and returning Randolphe's truck, we took the 
bus home on which Lucie and I sat across from a couple with matching spider tattoos on their 
thumbs who were engaged in a row; the gentleman, obviously under the influence of a narcotic, 
slumped in his seat under the weight of several plastic grocery bags filled with boxes of Cheerios 
as his companion, on whose tight t-shirt was written the word "TROUBLE' in sequins, chided him 
for wrongfully accusing her of receiving a phone call from a strange man (strange to him, not to 
her). After the quarrel abated, the woman mumbled oaths and shook her head self-righteously as 
the man stared dumbly at my shoes. Presently, the woman uttered a loud, *Ulp" then began 
flailing her arms; I looked up to see a stream of blood flowing from her nose and onto her t-shirt. 
Her countenance was one of panic; her partner became suddenly animated, urging her to lean back 
in her seat. Fortunately, the bus stopped at Van Ness and Lucie and I bolted out the door. 


Later, Lucie sent me to the corner store for some limes. While waiting to cross the street, a 
isreputable-looking man approached with a woman of the gutter and barked at me, *Yo, Super- 
man!" Of course, I ignored him (admittedly, I was standing arms akimbo, the way Superman often 
id, and my '50s-era eyeglasses are not unlike those of Clark Kent), but he continued, *Hey, Clark 
Kent!" as I urgently tried to make the light turn green by means of telekinesis; finally, the light 
id turn green, and as we crossed the street together I overheard the woman say, “Maybe he don't 
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to my touch. After Father and I were left alone, we went to Blockbuster, where we spent an hour 
choosing a movie; I asked the girl behind the counter for titles I knew they wouldn't have (why 
do I bother?)-Werner Herzog’s Nosferatu ("How do you spell that?"), where do you shelve British 
comedy series, such as “The League of Gentlemen?" (after assuring her Pm not looking something 
called The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen she chirps, “Try the Special Interest section"; I look 
and there are only a dozen titles, most of them the uncensored “Jerry Springer” and “Cops,” and 
a Tutankhamen documentary), or anything with Harold Lloyd in it. At last it's a toss-up between 
Das Boot (the director's cut-over three hours!) and Cast Away. At the last moment I notice the 
director's cut is dubbed (horrors!), so Cast Away it is. I actually rather enjoyed it; certain stories 
I find quite compelling-being stranded on a desert island, the last man on earth, going back (or 
forward) in time, being invisible. To bed at 1:30. 


8 June 25. Up at 11:00. While getting dressed I almost shattered my watch when I stuck 
my hand in the ceiling fan. The air conditioner is broken, on this, the hottest day of the year. 
We spent the day in the Florida room, where the occasional feeble breeze kept the day from being 
unbearable, although Father and Beatriz seemed to suffer more than I. I tuned Matthias’ guitar 
and taught him a few Throbbing Gristle riffs, then we went to a Dairy Queen which sells only ice 
cream and no food (what the Dickens!). 


§ June 26. Up at 5:45 to say good-bye to Beatriz, who had to depart for work, then back 
to bed until 10:00. The air conditioning is still kaput, so I was obliged to sleep in the Florida room, 
which was quite comfortable, although I was awakened twice by the sound of a passing locomotive 
and twice more by a gust of drizzle in my face; each time I was lulled back to sleep by the sound 
of the wind in the willows. I asked Matthias why they called it the "Florida room’ but he said he 
didn’t know, and that nobody else he knows calls it that. 


§ June 27. The flight home from Newark was among the most unbearable flights I have ever 
suffered. Rather than fill these pages with endless complaints, I shall recount merely the highlight 
The woman and child who sat next to me brought onto the plane bags of McDonald’s food, which 
smelled appalling. My grimace of disgust must have been evident because the woman mumbled 
an apology. Throughout the flight, she and her son switched places repeatedly, climbing over each 
other clumsily and with much grunting, then once seated, would not sit still for one second. The 
child, a precocious ten year-old, swung his headphones in the air like a diminutive Samson, danced 
in his seat, violently flipped through his Harry Potter book backwards without reading it, made 
machine gun noises (spraying spittle on my arm), raised and lowered his tray with a bang, and so 
on; his mother, with her ridiculous fake breasts, shook crumbs from her blanket, tickled my arm 
raw with the sleeve of her denim jacket, wrestled with a tabloid newspaper, and elbowed me while 
dealing playing cards. I would have rebuked them to settle down but for the equally irritating 
behaviour of the others around me. The trio behind me kept getting up, each time grabbing my 
seat instead of their own to steady themselves. Through much of the flight, a redneck stood in the 
aisle next to me with his backside in my face; as people squeezed by him, their filthy thighs and 
buttocks rubbed roughly against my shoulder. With more than an hour remaining, I finished the 
Zola book; to distract myself from the mob I scribbled disparaging remarks in SkyMall Magazine. 
Upon landing, I raced for the nearest taxi home and was in Lucie’s inviting arms by 7:30. 


a 
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at me and smiling as if to say, "Isn't he adorable", but I stared straight ahead with an air of 
complete indifference while inside I was dying to get off the bus. As the gentleman had what 
seemed like an ordinary rapport with the driver, I couldn't decide if he was legitimate (perhaps a 
lonely retired MUNI employee or avid bus enthusiast) or simply a lunatic. 


8 July 25. A dead whale has washed up at Ocean Beach; before the Park Service could 
dispose of the carcass, miscreants during the night covered the beast with graffiti, how horrid! 


After picking Lucie up from the train station, we went home to dress then met Chimes, 
his friend Susan from Vancouver, Randolphe and his partner, Herman at AsiaSF, a cabaret and 
restaurant featuring lip-synching “gender illusionists". The herb salad was sublime, as was the 
filet mignon, but the crab cakes and porcupines were swimming in grease, and my créme brülée 
was a disappointment, its crust a flabby skin of custard instead of the customary hardened shell. 
'The entertainment wasn't my cup of tea, but we did enjoy each other's company. 


8 July 26. It's hard to believe half a gin and tonic would make me feel the way I did 
this morning. After finally crawling from bed while groaning and clutching my head, Lucie and I 
dressed then drove to Phoenix Optical in Berkeley where I purchased some vintage eyeglasses to 
replace my current ones of fifteen years; thick, black new “old stock" frames from the '50s; Lucie 
also chose sunglasses for herself. After a splendid buffet at Pasand, we went to Lacis where Lucie 
inquired about having her Edwardian-era lace dress repaired, which Loulou had damaged with her 
claws-how she loves lace! We had hoped to see Carmella somehow, but she had plans of her own 
and so our paths did not cross. 


8 July 29. Up at 11:30; spent the afternoon writing and listening to Beethoven, Mr. Darcy 
asleep in my lap. At dusk I left to meet Lucie; throwing all caution aside, I walked down O' Farrell, 
which was growing more sinister by the moment. Presently, an approaching crack addict spun 
around and aimed a karate kick at my head, which missed by inches. As our gazes met, I saw 
that the wretch had the eyes of a zombie, which seemed to stare through me-I wonder if he wasn’t 
attacking me but some imaginary foe immediately behind me. I quickened my pace and fortunately 
was not followed. 


8 July 30. A sleepless night for both Lucie and me, due in part to a rare thunderstorm in 
the wee hours. After leaving the house at 6:30 we walked two blocks up the hill to Post in order 
to avoid any more hostilities from the natives. I spent the morning reading the British edition of 
Esquire, which is not surprisingly less intrepid than the American edition, despite the inclusion of 
several bare female breasts. This month's issue featured an article on Christina Ricci, in which I 
learned, to my relief, that the alarming disappearance of her lovely curves was done intentionally 
for her róle in Prozac Nation. 


A tuna melt and potato salad at Lois the Pie Queen, a humble establishment in the colored 
neighborhood of Emeryville serving, not surprisingly, unerring pie of the highest caliber. After- 
wards, it was too early to pick up my new eyeglasses, so I went to Pegasus Books and perused 
several poems of Mallarmé; the translations were poor, however, and I tossed the book down in 
disgust. The “college rock" emanating from hidden tweeters in the ceiling was such as to drive 
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down and beaten by t 
punched, and kicked t. 


CHAPTER 5. 2003 


jeir wives, then dragged again through the jeering audience, who slapped, 
hem while shouting epithets in Spanish. Later, we watched a smart and 


very funny Canadian film called Last Night, about how a group of people spent their last hours on 


Ear 


on Earth in Lucie's arms, of cours 
plan would undoubtedly be to flee 
A terrible thing to con: 


the 
not 


would, because all we have is the 


8 


*Reveil 


bu 
ha 


th before it ended (we are no 


most to me, there would also 


old why it’s going to end). I’d choose to spend my last night 


e; if given two months’ notice, as those in the film had been, our 


o Paris as quickly as possible, but after that I know not what. 


emplate! On one hand, as I desperately clung to those things which meant 


ve the unavoidable notion that after we die there is nothingness, 


even the memory of our most inestimable moments, so why bother? But I would bother, I 


July 6. We were greete 


here and now,” and I prefer it to the void. 


at dawn by the pathetic sound of someone attempting to play 


e” on a trumpet; Lucie and I were supposed to have gone over to the Cool’s yesterday 


it completely slipped our minds. Lucie called Jeffrey to apologize, using the excuse that we 


u 


a 


previous engagement." I accompanied Lu 


> to work in roaring fog and bone-chilling, gale 


force winds (ah, summer in San Francisco), but spent part of the morning running errands for 
sundries in Cole Valley. Moments after I wondered if I might encounter Annie or Alain, I did in 
end up in line at the boulangerie behind Alain, who had powdered sugar all over his vest. 


fac 


didn’t make eye contact but I 


"m certain he saw me, although I can’t be sure if he recognized 


. I certainly identified his trademark worn-out loafers. Lucie was rather alarmed to hear of the 


encounter (” Bon dieu, what if he saw you?”), but I reassured her that Alain already knows I exist, 


that actually seeing me changes nothing. 


The city is pouring new sidewalks, using a cut-rate, ugly gray powder sans gravel, the miserly 


bas 


program. How I loathe to ste 


8 


kep 
oft 


rooms to the gibbering mob, 


par 
the 


ma 


8 


ards. The work is done in a careless manner, as if by untrained prisoners in a work release 


July 7. Parbleu! At the risk of filling this journal with nothing but complaints abou 
noise (or complaints in general, for that matter), I must say I am still miffed over the fool who 


shouting “Tony!” last night 


ter. 


July 11. This morning I 


sta, 


upon it! 


iis heinous neighborhood, I want to pack our '40s-era Paul Bunyan suitcases and abandon our 
ut to where would we flee? I have an idée fize that we'd be happy 
in Lawrence, Kansas, but I’m afraid of what we'll find when we get there. 


Jeffrey has invited us to a Django Reinhardt festival in Stern Grove (out by the zodlogical 
k, somewhere?), but we politely declined, as the idea of spending the afternoon outdoors under 
withering sun (or swirling fog, as it may be) is considerably less appealing than staying a 
home and listening to Django Reinhardt records. I would happily spend time in our own garden, 
if we had one, but in general we are not *outdoor types," nor are we "festival types," for tha 


ls were all occupied by men with piles of garbage bags, squalid duffel bags, and lice-infested 
blankets; others lined up at the sinks to wash their carcasses. I imagined myself attacked from 
behind, hit over the head with a paper towel dispenser. The villain puts on my velvet coat an 


while we attempted to read. Sometimes I am so sick and tire 


used the washroom at the bus station. Behind me, the doorless 


wristwatch then rifles through my wallet and satchel, pocketing my D'Aurevilly book, silver filigree 
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art déco fountain pen and bottle of violet ink (which he later dri 
disc, then tossing my journal into a urinal before kicking me in 


105 


nks), and Clicquot Club Eskimos 
the mouth with a slimy athletic 


shoe. Even my hair is pulled out and sold to the wigmaker. The miscreant then assumes my 
identity for the morning, writing checks for a dozen giant television sets and a Buick before being 


caught when he misspells *Vodr ázka. 


A late lunch at the Emeryville *food court"; I took the last 


" What an vexatious way to start one's day! 


seat at a wobbly, noodle-covered 


plastic table by the washrooms and a hidden speaker through which throbbed crude jungle music. 
Honestly, I don't know why I eat at that trough. Upon my return to the office, Lucie had left me 
a message to take the online “Dante’s Inferno" test, which, to avoid doing any real work, I took 


at once. To my relief, my score was the same as Lucie’s—we are 


both to be banished to the sixth 


level of Hell, or the City of Dis (for heretics-much preferable to Arizona!). There was also a link to 


a “Personality Disorder Test 
narcissist, while I’m a classic avoidant paranoid narcissist, a goo 
in all the other areas, as well, except that of “borderline.” How 
anything! 


which we both took over the phone. Lucie is a paranoid histrionic 


d match, I think. I scored poorly 
I should hate to be “borderline” 


The three hour-long telephone calls Lucie made to me in Toronto? $188.40! That's highway 


robbery! It’s a pity there is no way to swindle the phone company, or is there? I shall have to look 


into it. 


8 July 15. While Lucie earned a living, I spent the day playing the scullery maid, scrubbing 


the kitchen floor, dusting, hoovering, making the beds, and so on, 


all while singing (well, humming) 


along to the cheerful tunes of Mr. Boyd Rice. Late in the afternoon I took public transportation 
to Lucie's place of employment so I could escort her home. It's a dangerous four miles and I can't 
bear the thought of her squeezing her way through the pawing hordes, all alone and with nobody 
to protect her. Upon my arrival, I spotted her in the Union at a table with Jamie; Lucie had 
abandoned her desk to have tea with him. The three of us sat for another hour talking; Jamie is 


off next week to Berlin, then he's off to the Pays d'Oc to visit Nel 
idea of a month in the French countryside was enough to cause 
Lucie has made Jamie promise to bring her a pair of espadrilles. 


when we got off at Geary we waited another half-hour for the 38, 


y at her country abode. The very 
Lucie and I to grow misty-eyed. 


After we parted ways, Lucie and I spent an eternity in howling fog waiting for the 43, then 


ut gave up and took a taxi home. 


A salad of tomatoes, basil, and mozzarella for dinner while continuing to watch "The Adventures 
of Antoine Doinel"-tonight, interviews with our hero Jean-Pierre Léaud, excerpts from various 


French television programs, newsreels of the *Langlois Affair," 


ootage of Truffaut's rally to shut 


down the Cannes Film Festival, &c. Long live the good chaps a 


8 July 16. Itook the 4:25 bus home in order to avoid 


Criterion! 


Bruno. It was a brand new bus 


with metal seats; I was tossed about like so much salad. AC Transit has achieved new heights of 
outrageous discomfort, although I might have instead suggested concrete benches with oars. On 
the way home from the bus station I stopped by Borders to look at a book on erotic illustrations 
of the 17th and 18th centuries (which I didn't buy but now I wish I had), then to Kayo Books 
where I purchased Feu d'amour, a collection of scantily clad dames smoking cigarettes, Grove 


Press’ massive Fille de joie (a perfect copy!), and a book I had 


sold them several years ago, The 
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where one queue serves several cashiers, often resulting in mass confusion and frayed tempers; it’s 
done to save space, of course (so there is more room for the “Godfather of Soul" bobble-head 
displays), but it’s unnecessary at a spacious bus terminal. jp align—"left 


8 August 29. An enormous tour bus has parked on our street, ripping a branch from a 
young walnut tree recently planted near the curb. I left an angry note on the windshield of the 
bus, but what's the use? 

I have forgotten why I stopped selling books on eBay; today I spent the afternoon packing a 
pile of books, wrapping each one in newspaper, searching for the correct size of padded envelope 
or box, addressing each package in meticulous calligraphy, filling out customs forms, and so on, 
followed by a trip to the post office, which always takes forever. I undercharged my customers 
for postage, too, forgetting how expensive it has become to mail a book, especially overseas. (I 
recently ordered a book from Australia, a biography of the Marchesa Casati, the postage for which 
cost more than the book itself.) Despite the inconvenience of it all, I am happy to receive of late 
a steady flow of income from the sales, which I in turn use to fuel my recently acquired baroque 
music habit. 


8 August 30. Lucie and I were ready to take a taxi to Jeffrey's party (which we had 
romised to attend long ago), but just as we were walking out the door, Jamie called for directions, 
so we ended up riding with him. Jamie seems odd lately, a bit preoccupied; naturally I wonder if 
1e doesn't like us any more. I don't think he had a very good time in France this month; I wonder 
if there is some trouble in his life he hasn't told us about? 


Jeffrey's party was attended chiefly by friends of Sharon, all of whom dressed exactly like 
1er-Polo-style shirts tucked into well-worn trousers, canvas belts, and black athletic shoes. I felt 
uncomfortably over-dressed; then to my embarrassment, I actually introduced myself to the same 
erson twice. When Sharon offered me a drink, I asked for half as much red wine as she gave Lucie 
but she must not have heard me; I instead received a 12-oz. plastic cup filled to the brim. Lucie 
and I began to “mingle”, attempting to engage those around us in conversation but all anyone 
seemed to want to talk about was work. One woman in particular named Darlene nearly put us 
o sleep with the endless details of her library's budget for a new building. “Yes, but do you have 
any other interests?" One imagines her fussing with figures in bed until midnight, surrounded by 
iles of documents, binders, and empty Dasani water bottles. 


Uu 


There was no music; when Lucie asked if we could put on some music, Jeffrey said, “Go right 
ahead," then made mumbled excuses for his *bad" music collection. Amongst the The Eagles, 
Santana, and Foreigner, I found the album of Strauss waltzes and put it on for laughs, but no one 
noticed my musical jest. Presently I found a Django Reinhardt disc (it must have been a gift) 
and played it; the effect on the party was immediate, people began laughing and appeared to be 
suddenly having a good time. Lucie and I took a seat on a futon sofa on the other side of the room, 
near two elegantly-dressed elderly ladies. The four of us hit it off right away; I have always enjoyed 
the company of old people, for some reason. The older lady talked about her stroke and how she 
lost much of her memory; she remembers nothing of her children, who had to introduce themselves 
to her, nor her years as mayor of the town of C——. She knew Sharon because she had helped her 
run for office in the '70s. She had a great sense of humour about her memory loss; she pointed 
to the other lady, her friend of thirty years, and said with a pretend scowl, *But I remembered 
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At Kenneth's, Lucie and I commenced the gloomy work of organizing Paul's books and papers. 
His sister had taken his journals after his death, which would have been the most important 
aspect of his archives; what remained in a dozen boxes were manuscripts of unfinished novels, 
rejection letters from publishers, letters to and from Edmund White, May Sarton and Robert Ferro, 
contracts, royalty statements (a dollar here, a dollar there), newspaper clippings, lists scribbled on 
scraps, his will and death certificate, receipts, and countless medical bills. As Lucie sorted through 
it all, I began to assess his library which consists largely of classic and contemporary fiction, gay 
smut, and books on magic. I spotted Rick Whitaker's book which made me think of Louis, whom 
T've neglected lately in my correspondence-in his recent journal entries, he complains of *something 


8 October 17. This morning as I walked across the lobby I saw Mr. Ffolliot sitting in the 
big leather chair, staring into space. I was just about to quit the building, thought better of it, 
then turned around and approached Mr. Ffolliot to offer my condolences on the loss of his friend, 
Bill. I had to hear the same old stories about Bill's career in Vaudeville, his and Mr. Ffolliot's 
collection of Asian art, and that one Barbara Stanwyck story. As he spoke I mentally patted myself 
on the back for listening to the long-winded but kindly old man. When I felt I had heard enough, 
I found an opportunity to interrupt him and excuse myself, inadvertently calling him “Bill,” but 
I don't think he noticed. 


Upon my arrival at the office I looked out my window where I saw not my little squirrel friend, 
but a soiled pair of briefs dangling from the lowest branches. The sight of those nasty undies not 
three feet away made me flush with adrenaline; I flew down the stairs, grabbed the Swiffer, and 
swiffed the offending garment from the boughs and onto a lawn across the street. When I returned 
to my desk, I could still see it, all lit up in the morning sun, mocking me. 


8 October 18. I forgot to set the alarm; Lucie and I hastily dressed, immediately found a 
taxi, and within minutes were back at Kenneth's, bleary-eyed but ready for a day of dust inhalation, 
paper cuts, and aching backs. I dealt with various book dealers throughout the day, who together 
carted away the contents of a single bookcase, total, to the tune of $350. Paul's papers are so far 
unremarkable; he had wished it all to be given to the Gay and Lesbian Center, but I question their 
interest in them, especially without his journals, which were swiped by his sister upon his death. 


Lucie has turned off the colour on our television, so everything is now in black & white, which 
lends a sort of innocence to modern programs. We watched again our video of Nancy Mitford's 
Love in a Cold Climate before turning in at midnight, exhausted. I realise I am quite an anglophile, 
but for the England of Nancy Mitford, P. G. Wodehouse, and Jane Austen-a romantic, tweedy 
England of which I fear nothing remains. Perhaps we shall visit some day; I certainly hope so. 


8 October 19. As Lucie and I were driving home on the Golden Gate Bridge, we saw a 
great cruise ship departing; taking the next exit, we drove down to Fort Point to watch it chug 
by. The area behind the fort is now off-limits, guarded by several machine gun-wielding men in 
camouflage, who curiously did not bat an eyelash as a young man in a wet suit climbed around the 
fence, a type of small surf board in hand; he slid into the bay and was immediately pitched into the 
rocks in a rough manner. Fortunately, one still has a rather marvelous view of the water, traversed 
at that moment not by one cruise ship but another, just entering the Golden Gate, led by a tiny 
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8 September 5. At eight o'clock, our tranquil evening was disturbed by incred 
jungle music wafting over the city. I knew immediately it must be coming from the Phoeni 
evil Bambuddha Lounge, over a half-mile away! (It is the general rule that, the louder t 
the worse it is; and this was no exception.) What unbelievable gall, what effrontery t 


ibly loud 
x Motel's 
he music, 
o disturb 


the neighborhood with degenerate rhythms of such intensity and volume, no one in its sphere can 
escape. When Lucie telephoned to complain, the desk clerk had the audacity to sneer, *We have a 


permit. After lodging a complaint with the police department, Lucie and I settled onto 
for an evening of “phat beats" (what choice had we?), but, to our great relief, they stop 
fifteen minutes later. 


8 September 6. The governor has signed a bill allowing illegal immigrants 
California driver's licenses. Has the world gone mad? Or is it me? Until now I had op 
recall election, but after this tomfoolery I believe I have changed my mind. How I loathe 


he divan 
ved some 


o obtain 
;osed the 
politics... 


Lucie and I went to Whole Foods this evening to find it closed, dark, and surrounded by 
PG&E trucks. We reluctantly went to nearby Cala, where we made do with substandard produce 
and crowds; while waiting in line, I noticed a horrific smell, and turned around to behold an 


obese Negro woman smearing what I believed to be spoiled mayonnaise into her hair an 


elbow room, grimacing customers were obliged to form a large arc around her. When 


For once, I was speechless; I paid for our merchandise and met Lucie outside, who ha 
the revolting scene. I opened my nostrils once again and took in large draughts of fresh 


he again wrote and directed), starring Jean-Pierre Léaud, whose years of chain-smoking 
ining, apparently) are clearly catching up with him. But he still demonstrates many, i 
no more shortcuts over banisters), of those familiar graceful movements, now a flouri 
wrist, now a finger raised delicately to emphasize a point; he still has a certain je ne 
which sets him apart (yes, men can have it, too). 


Léaud plays Jacques Laurent, aging director who decades ago stopped making porr 
films, which stood out within the genre for their emphasis on poetry over the sexual act (ai 


t 


if swimming; meanwhile, her lover “conducts” a lush Bach cantata while sniffing her derriëre how 


rom one of his early films shows a woman on a table, clad in a swimsuit and moving her limbs as 


singing a 


random melody; at her feet were over a dozen plastic shopping bags filled with odds ’n’ ends-this 
was undoubtedly the Queen of Bag Ladies, if there be such a thing. Despite the decided lack of 


I notified 


he cashier, he said, ^Who, the lady behind you? She's alright, she comes in here all the time." 


fled from 
air. 


After dinner Lucie and I watched Bertrand Bonello's Le Pornographe (his second film, which 


(and fine 
not most 
sh of the 
sais quoi 


nographic 
n excerpt 


5.163. 


OCTOBER 9 125 


does a decent job of pretending to be a *vintage" diner, but everything's a bit too perfect for my 


taste; I 


decades. Even the lowly Pinecrest seems to me more “authentic” somehow. 


prefer those now rare establishments which have been in the same place, unchanged, for 


Icouldn't concentrate with such a catchy song playing, so I walked down the street to Restora- 
tion Hardware, admiring all the merchandise I couldn't afford-a leather club chair, a glass bookcase, 


retro bathroom faucets with “froid” and “chaud” on the handles. 


In 


anticipation of the Christmas season, which seems to have already begun, the store was 


rather crammed with merchandise as well as shoppers; at one point I was cornered by a very large 


*purple" woman with a pram. What I mean i: 


purple 


she was dressed completely in purple-purple hat, 
blouse, purple scarf, purple skirt, &c. With the exception of the Purple Man, and the 


terrifying Yellow Man of my childhood, these monochromatic individuals one sometimes sees are 


always 


purple (i.e. there is never a Green Lady), always women (often Lesbians), and always fat. 


'The Purple Lady was engaged with a salesperson, so I was obliged to climb over the leather club 


chair to extricate myself from the corner. 


8 October 9. Back to UCSF, this time for my fasting glucose test. Needles make me feel 


8 October 10. This morning the phone rang at 6:01; I leapt from bed and answered it, 
expecting catastrophic news, perhaps. “Hello, am I speaking to Julian?" I gulped; the voice 


aint, and it didn't help matters that the Blue Angels were roaring through the sky. I tried to 
ocus on patterns on the ceiling while the nurse prodded the soft, spongy area opposite my elbow. 
She thankfully stuck the back of my hand instead, an area which for some reason I don't find as 
sensitive. 


I subsequently headed across town to the Human Resources department. By the time I got 
here, the fog had receded and I was rather warm, and so removed my coat. Upon entering the 
uilding, the Jamaican security guard exclaimed, “I love your tie, man!” He and his colleague then 
laughed uproariously. I wear my tie short, in a thick “Balthus” knot; their ties both hung down 
vast their groins, which is apparently the current fashion. 


After filling out a pile of papers and bidding good afternoon to the security guards, who again 
complemented my tie and laughed at me, I walked up the hill to catch the 2 bus. Across the street, 
in the gale force wind, a man and a woman attempted in vain to attach Hallowe'en cobwebs to 
heir hedges, which simply blew away. 


French!), but were made 
all he knows how to do. 


in which Laurent has given the actress careful instructions 
desires, Laurent's penny-pinching producer butts in, contra 
the actress to moan louder, pu 


shot" which the prudish 


as a political statement; we now 
However, times have changed; whi 


find him directing again because it's 


it in her mouth (the uncut version features an eleven-second “money 
British alone deemed inappropriate for an *18" rating-and they're the 


e filming a sex scene for a new film, 
for achieving the level of delicacy he 
icting Laurent’s directions by telling 


ones whose television programs feature more nudity and prurient content than those of any other 


country-go figure), then 


houghtlessly cueing up some not-so-subtle music-a nod to the demise of 


sounded like my brother's. "Tm calling on behalf of the American Handicapped [something or 


other]...” 


I didn’t yet know it was 6:01; it was still dark. “Surely you jest-it's the middle of t 
Go home, Sir, and go to bed!” I slammed down the receiver. As I lay under the covers, 
thought of all the clever things I should have said, had I thought of them. 


Lucie has applied for a job in the Midwest. At last we both agree that it's time to 


he nigh 
uming, I 


leave the 


Bay Area for good. We've reached the top of the ladder here, so to speak, the higher rungs well out 


of our price range forever. We're ready for a change, for a simpler, less stressful way of 


life. The 


subtlety, a metaphor for our blatant times. 


There are clear parallels between the character Laurent and Léaud the actor (inte 
wonder?)-in the interview scene, in which Laurent berates the interviewer for what he 


ntional, I 
calls her 


plan is 


this-for Lucie to find a suitable position in a small Midwestern university town. Pll keep 


my current situation and telecommute from home. We'll live near the university; I can walk Lucie 


to work mornings, meet her for luncheon, and escort her home. No more 51/2-hour commutes, 
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I alone seem to be bothered by-gum smacking, shuffling feet, whistling, basketball dribbling, &c. 
At any given moment, I perceive an unpleasant sound. From whence did this sensitivity come, was 
lalways this way? I do remember as a youth placing little wads of tissue in the grille of the electric 
fan to keep it from rattling (something I still do), and being annoyed by the roar of motorcycles. 
As I appear to grow more sensitive with age, I fear what the future brings. Perhaps I’ll become 
deaf from it all. 


8 September 14. There was some sort of chili “cook-off” jazz festival at the park today; 
unfortunately, it was also warm and we had to open the windows in the library. Since one couldn't 
escape the music, one could only try to ignore it, which I found impossible. Add to the confusion the 
sound of a nearby basketball game and wedding party. Despite the heat and riotous atmosphere, 
the library was fairly busy. I helped one schoolboy find a pile of books on robots; when his mother 
saw how many he had selected, she said, “You'll have to put some of those back, young man,” to 
which he replied, “But Mom, I'm building a robot!" What is everyone else reading? Our mostly 
all-white, bourgeois patrons are suddenly clamoring for The Namesake, Sense of Evil, or Johnny 
Angel. Meanwhile, there is a waiting list for something called The Da Vinci Code. And all those 
lovely slim volumes of decadent poetry gathering dust! 


8 September 15. As Lucie and I traversed Union Square, whatever peace we expected 
at 6:30 a.m. was undermined by Caffé Rulli's outdoor speakers roaring Janet Jackson's *Black 
Cat" as those of Macy's across the street trumpeted Duran Duran's “Girls on Film". A lone caffé 
patron was actually attempting to read the newspaper above this juvenile din. I feel like there is 
rarely a moment when I hear no music at all. 


In the post, a mystery check from the IRS for $1,398.89. Neither Lucie nor I can figure out 
what it’s for, but it will make a small but welcome dent in my credit card balance. 


8 September 16. Lucie and I spent the afternoon in various department stores looking 
or a winter coat for her. While at Nordstrom, I went to the men's department to look at their 
weed suits; on my way I looked up and happened to see a series of abstract paintings upon the wall 
which duplicated in almost every way an attempt I had made in the late '80s-a painterly canvas 
of rough, vertical strokes of red before a background of black and white. I regarded the work a 
dismal mess, and now I was confronted with manifold versions of it. My original was destroyed, 
but I have a photograph of it which I will post here if I can locate it. 


Later, we were obliged to board an N packed with baseball fans, that bane of couth. The smell 
body odour mingled with that of cheap beer; one could not hear oneself think due to the roar 
common voices. Statistics from last night's game were shouted in one ear, while other random 
rivia was shouted into the other. A young Jew braced himself between two cap-wearing rednecks, 
nis faced buried in Leon Uris’ Exodus. At Powell, one of the rednecks espied the paperback; I 
overheard him say to his companion, “Exodus...I don’t know what that means." As Lucie and I 
shoved our way out the door, the other redneck forthwith began singing Bob Marley's dorm room 
standard, “Exodus”. The tune brought back to me a torrent of unpleasant college memories... 


o 


° 
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it’s only a free meal-I'm not starving! The topics of conversation never strayed from work, “The 
Simpsons,” The Matriz, computers, computer games, and sports. I angered the whole table when 
I defended Rush Limbaugh’s so-called racist remark about athlete Donovan McNabb-that's what 
Iget when I try to kick with the fray! 


After returning to the office at two o'clock, I drove to Mountain View to pick up Lucie; it's 
her company’s last day at its present location-the movers won't touch ’personal effects’, so we had 
to put Lucie's paintings, sculptures, and other objets d'art in the trunk of the car until Monday. 
After entering the building (I still remember the electronic door code), I encountered in the lobby 
the wretched Gretchen and was forced to exchange banalities with her, something I cannot bear 
to do even for one instant, as she is such a revolting person in every way. On our way out, Lucie 
and I saw Gretchen again, loitering in the parking lot, which prompted Lucie to drag me behin 
a hedge until Gretchen at last talked her way into a ride home with Duke. 


Spurning the internecine interstate highways, Lucie and I prefer to take El Camino Real, the 
old road’ home, which still shows vestiges of art deco motor courts, neon signs, and burger joints 
diffused among the Saturn dealerships, Blockbuster Videos, and Quiznos (where the blazes di 
all these Quiznos come from all of a sudden?). We always look for a place to dine but nothing 
appeals to us; until at last we're in Daly City and it’s too late. However, this night Lucie suggested 
Bertolucci's, an old Italian joint from the 'Sixties. It took an effort to find it, lost within a ghetto, 
but after some wrong turns we at length beheld its magnificent neon sign, broadcasting its re 
shadow over the neighborhood. 


Moments later we were seated in a studded leather semi-circular booth under cottage cheese 
ceilings, brass and glass chandeliers, and framed photographs of famous diners-Jim Neighbors, Jack 
Lord, Colonel Sanders. Lucie and I contemplated the décor (described as *elegant Florentine" in 
the history on the back of the menus), unaltered since the restaurant opened in 1962-clear plastic 
beaded curtains, Corinthian columns, and a multi-tiered fountain; much of the blue-haired clientele 
seemed leftover from the olden days, as well-old '49ers fans, widowers, and bar flies. Mr. Bertolucci, 
who had the air of a retired baseball coach, handed us our menus, then puttered about the place, 
straightening things, picking up crumbs, and shooting the breeze with familiar faces. Our waiter, 
an elderly gentleman from Portsmouth, was a character right out of Dickens; when we ordered two 
glasses of pinot noir, he replied, “Never hoid of it. We got yer cabernet and we got yer merlot.’ 


As we walked home after having parked the car, we bumped into Dick Winchell, who appeared 
sweaty, nervous, and hunted. We stopped but I could tell he didn't want to. “I'm on my way to 
the gym," he panted. “Oh, Julian, I met somebody who knows you the other day...where did he 
say he worked? Do you know anybody at Alibris? He said he worked at Alibris." 


I have no idea who it could be. I don't like the idea of people discussing me in my absence; 
its existential implications are too disturbing. We parted ways, none of us, to my relief, suggesting 
we "get together soon or something." 


8 October 2. Ihave an interview in a few minutes for a part-time job I don't care if I get 
or not, thus I feel confident and not at all nervous. I’m on the fifth floor of the library, staring out 
the window where the fog is howling through the barbed wire placed on the railing to discourage 
pigeons; the view suggests a scene from a Siberian prison camp. In the otherwise quiet reading 
area, I hear the tinny tic tic tic of a student's headphones-how can he possibly read at the same 
time? 
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we were tonight, it's at the AMC 1000 Van Ness or the mall-like Metreon, vast megaplexes in 
which all the inane Hollywood blockbusters appear, attracting the lowest common denominator 
of society. Admittedly, Allen's not exactly an underground filmmaker, but his last few of films 
opened at the agreeable Clay or the Embarcadero; Lucie and I saw Sweet and Lowdown at the 
Lynchian Balboa out near the ocean. 


After the film Lucie and walked home, which on a Friday night is usually an unpleasant task; 
rather than a pleasant, romantic stroll through Union Square, Lucie and I were beset by various 
squalid individuals all seeking our money. One such person leapt from the shadows will a stack of 
“Street Sheet” newspapers and cried, in a most patronizing manner, “Welcome to San Francisco! 
How are you folks this evening?”—and this was on deserted Sutter Street, which we had purposefully 
aken to avoid such encounters! Lucie and I were nearly hit by a car as we dashed across the street 
o escape. 


R 


8 September 21. Lucie accompanied me to the library today, where we beforehand en- 
joyed a pleasant picnic luncheon in the park. We read poetry all day, although I was interrupted 
several times to answer a reference question, one of which was a British woman who wanted to 
now how to spell “panty”. I was also approached by a pack of high school students with a video 
camera who wanted to ask me a “few questions" for a school project. They looked to me like future 
raternity and sorority material, who had been out drinking but reluctantly stopped by the library 
so they wouldn't fail their assignment. A young woman asked me a few token questions such as, 
*Do you like working at the library?" and *How did you become a librarian?"; meanwhile, her 
classmates stood idle with their hands in their pockets, glancing now at their shoes, now at the 
clock. The young man with the camera seemed the most apathetic, turning off the camera in the 
middle of one of my soliloquies. “Let's go," he hissed impatiently to the girl, who looked annoyed. 
* Wait a minute," she said, walking over to the encyclopaedias, picking one up and staring at it 
blankly, as if she had never seen one before. At last she set it down and said, “Alright, now we can 
go." At these words everyone by their countenance expressed relief, and as they quit the room, at 
once became ebullient. 


8 September 23. Macy'sis evil! Usually, they blast dance music from dozens of outdoor 
speakers. This morning, they were blasting a perfume commercial (the same one, repeatedly) at a 
volume so high as to cause distortion. What knavery! One may be compelled to attempt to destroy 
the speakers, but there are too many of them, and they are mounted out of reach. Lucie and I 
placed out hands over our ears, but other pedestrians seemed not to mind; in fact, many people 
were entering the store, no doubt in a rush to buy whatever common scent was being advertised. 


8 September 24. In the break room today I encountered two of our tech support people 
engaged in a conversation about their phone bills-they sounded like a television commercial. 


It is often a peaceful journey home across the bay; I am able to read undisturbed, the only 
passenger on a bus which seats fifty. However, several Lesbians have of late been boarding in 
Emeryville; they are as boisterous as they are homely. They sit all about me, rows apart, shouting 
to each other in voices worthy of lumberjacks as I struggle to concentrate on my book. Today, 
there were only two of them; after a short but deafening conversation about Bonnie Raitt, they 
suddenly stopped talking and produced paperback novels. One bruiser, whom I have nicknamed 
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he Brawny Man, was reading Patricia Cornwell's Hornet’s Nest, while her companion, whom I 
will call the Paper Boy, perused The Fire Engine That Disappeared. 


It pains me to say unkind words, but I can't help it. While part of me wishes to do good deeds, 
hink wholesome thoughts, and love my neighbor, there is another part which is constantly irritated 
y my fellow man, for whom I feel nothing but contempt, repugnance, and animosity. Everyone is 
a bore, an idiot, or a pest. From whence does my misanthropy come? There is obviously something 
wrong with me. Quality Control missed me as I sped by on the conveyor belt on that warm June 
evening, thirty-five years ago. Are there others like me? Is my serial number among a range of 
hose recalled due to a known defect? Perhaps there is a pill for people like me? But I wouldn't 
ake it, I wouldn't, I wouldn't, I wouldn't! 


8 September 25. No Lesbians this morning; the bus driver provided my only distraction, 
alking to himself in a booming baritone worthy of Rigoletto or lago. What was he saying? It 
sounded as if he were reading the ingredients on the back of a box of cereal. I closed my book in 
resignation and looked out the window with a deep sigh. 


At the office, I made the mistake of joining in a conversation with the people in Marketing 
about Wyoming; when I recalled an unpleasant stay in a “hideous” town, Sandy said, “Don’t refer 
to cities as hideous-it's most unfair and very rude!" I could only roll my eyes and retreat from the 
room as the conversation continued without me. 


8 September 26. Poor Lucie when her train arrived, there spilled forth from it an unimag- 
inable mass of uncouth baseball fans; one would never believe so many people could fit on one train. 
After an interminable wait, I spotted Lucie among the crowd, jostled, miserable, her every nerve 
frayed. It was some minutes before she was herself again; I daresay I fear for her health and sanity 
should she suffer another such journey. If only the stupid Giants or whatever they're called would 
lose their games and thus end their bid for the championship. 


8 September 27. What joy! The fog has returned at last; my spirits have been lifted 
considerably. I loathe the sun; I am obliged to wear outdoors sunglasses and a broad-brimmed hat. 
It galls me when the fog retreats and the weatherman says, "Sunny and warm for San Francisco, 
a beautiful day, yuck yuck!” What kind of person loves a sunny day? Give me instead a gray, 
melancholy day, the kind of day conducive to curling up with a book. 


On the way to Whole Foods, Lucie and I found a $20 on the sidewalk, certainly dropped by a 
drug dealer. I dislike witnessing drug deals; always accomplished out in the open, brazenly and in 
the full light of day, I avert my eyes and whistle a tune as I pass by. I should hate to be stabbed, 
or worse. 


Whole Foods was crowded beyond belief; the pushing and shoving one must endure is really 
nearly too much. If I didn't have such an aversion to confrontation, each of my days should be 
filled with one confrontation after another. Rather, I strive for flight and concealment. At the 
cashier, an Oriental woman forced her way in front of me before I had even been given my receipt; 
when I removed to the end of the counter to collect our groceries, she followed, her hip pressed 
against mine, her elbow in my ribs. As our faces were nearly touching, I felt obliged to speak; I 
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visage, most guests assumed incorrectly she was a sorceress. Wearing the suit I had bought in 
Paris, a “bald cap" and a “Hello, my name is...” name tag on which I had written “D’Annunzio” 
in a florid calligraphic script, I was unconvincing as the decadent poet and anarchist; of course, I 


spent much of the evening explaining who D'Annunzio was. 


Mr. Ffolliot, dressed in an elaborate toreador costume, played bartender; after he served us 
champagne in plastic cups Lucie and I attempted to mingle. Seated along the edges of the room 
were various elderly Filipino and Vietnamese residents, none in costume; standing in a cluster 
next to the buffet table were most of the board members, chiefly homosexual men in pink dresses. 
Derrick cornered me to discuss the urinal in the lobby restroom; he said some residents want it 
removed but he thinks it's part of the original art deco décor. As he described the restoration 
process, I nibbled on various foodstuffs, all vile-roast beef dripping with garlic, meatballs in soy 
sauce, and a cucumber and potato salad. 


Much of the evening I talked to Mr. Ffolliot, who, stimulated by the festive atmosphere, was 
simply effervescent, bubbling over with lively conversation about the good ol’ days; he found in me 
a sympathetic ear, one who harbors a keen appreciation of the past. When he saw Lucie, he tolc 
her the jewelry he had bought from her at the patio sale last year now adorned a large ceramic 
poodle in his apartment. 


James from the ninth floor arrived, dressed in the manner of a mummy, albeit an unraveling one 
wearing jeans and a polo shirt underneath his bandages. Lucie and I sat with him in the corner an 
talked about writing and literature until everyone had left except the cleaning committee. James 
is also a writer; we all agreed to meet again on Monday to share with each other our writing. 


8 November 1. Lucie and I spent the day at Kenneth's, Lucie scanning photographs of 
Paul for his web site and I organizing his papers. Kenneth had left to run errands; as soon as he 
departed with the dogs we turned off his dance music and put on some CD's we had brought for 
the occasion. Presently, Kenneth's Lesbian buddy Fava entered, using her own key. Her presence 
dampened our spirits, for we had looked forward to an afternoon alone; instead, poor Lucie was 
obliged to make small talk as they sat at adjacent computers. 


'Then Kenneth returned, he busied himself in our midst with various tasks, tidying up his desk, 
dusting, and chatting playfully with Fava. “Fava, catch," he said, tossing her a digital camera. 
“We have too many." Later, he produced a Winnie the Pooh watch and offered it to Lucie. “Lucie, 
do you like Winnie the Pooh?" 


*No, not really. 


“You don't like Winnie the Pooh!" he and Fava exclaimed, in unison. “I thought everybody 
liked Winnie the Pooh." 


8 November 5. On the way home from the office, I stopped by a used record store, an 
establishment I dislike but I sometimes find something worthwhile in their meagre classical music 
bins; on this day I found a disc of Liszt’s organ works. After paying, one must present one's bag to 
the guard, who looks in the bag and compares its contents to the receipt. After he did so, he then 
asked me to open my satchel, which I did with an impatient sigh. Inside were several compact 
discs which I had taken to work; when he saw them he said to me in a pained and condescending 
voice, “Next time you tell me about these, so we don’t have no misunderstandings, you hear me?” 
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inable — tamburas, kavals, gadulkas, accordions, ocarinas, and a cimbalom of staggering beauty, 
and began to play assorted traditional tunes from Eastern Europe. I bought their album, but it 
sounds not as spontaneous and raw as their spirited performance during which wrong notes were 
played, feet were stomped and foreign tongues were shouted; I was so pleased I laughed at much of 
it. Chimes, however, when he wasn't teasing Lucie and being generally disagreeable, kept glancing 
at his watch and yawning, big, gaping, crooked yawns. Perhaps he has grown tired of us, although 
Lucie and I were both fatigued and eager ourselves to return home and slip under the covers. 


8 April 3. Lucie bounced out of bed at 7:30; soon, I was up, too and dressed before I 
new what time it was. Since it was so early, we went to Dottie's for breakfast but the queue 
stretched out the door; nevertheless, we stayed and had a delicious repast. We met some tourists 
rom Edmonton, an older couple who were marvelously kind; they asked us what to see and do 
and we revealed to them a few secrets. Later, a man who had overheard us asked, *What was the 
restaurant you told those people about?" and another fat gentleman from Atlanta asked us if we 
were restaurant critics; with him we talked about food but he had a way of speaking while facing 
he opposite direction, the words curled around his head like whispered racing tips. 


Lucie and I, after taking the Presidio House Tour and viewing their exhibit on the Panama 
Pacific International Exposition of 1915, explored the rest of the Presidio, its miraculously well- 
reserved neighborhoods and cemetery, which in all the time we have lived in San Francisco had 
never seen. Many of the historic houses are now available for rent but cost more than our our 
mortgage and much more than we could even afford on librarians’ paltry salaries. I was surprised 
at the pastoral aspect of some of the neighborhoods, so near to the chaos of the city. 


Chez nous, as we quit the elevator we squeezed by the scantily-clad Veronica who for some 
reason was carrying hundreds of Wells Fargo deposit envelopes. I know nothing about this diminu- 
tive woman except for her name, her penchant for hiding behind the potted trees in the lobby, and 
her reputation for heavy drug use and freely given sexual favours on the roof deck. I do hope she 
doesn't burn down our building someday. 


8 April 8. Chimes is in hospital after an emergency appendectomy. Lucie and I paid him 
a visit at the prison-like Kaiser hospital; within, I imagined I was in a banana republic. On the 
wall were two child's drawings; I asked who made them and Chimes replied that it was his friend 
Amy, who had gone out for a tofu burger but would return soon. Upon sight of her she rubbed me 
against the grain; some might call her a gentle giant but I would call her an oaf. For a while she 
had us all scribbling on photocopied Celtic designs with Crayola markers, it was really too dull. As 
we made our excuses, it was forced hugs all round (how could I refuse?); poor Chimes, but I now 
realize that I don't really know him very well; the few friends of his I have met have been of the 
starry-eyed white witch vegan variety, quite the opposite of myself. Meanwhile, Chimes seemed to 
accept passively every indignation imposed upon him by the hospital staff, few of which seemed to 
speak any English. Lucie rallied to obtain for him a fan (the windows were bolted closed and the 
room was stuffy and apparently heated on this warm spring afternoon); she also placed a sign on 
the door dissuading confused interns from opening the door to see if the housekeeper was there: 
"The housekeeper is not here. Do not disturb." Of course, none could read it and the interruptions 
continued. As we left, Chimes wanted us to take the sign down; it seemed to embarrass him for 
some reason. 
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crunchies, sharpen his claws on the pink chair, then walk all over me with his pointy feet, which 
oked into my ribs like little pool cues. 


Lucie stayed home, but since I had to move the car by 7:00 I was the first one to the office. In 
an odd burst of productivity, I worked so hard today my wrists ache from all the repetitive typing. 
They do still as I type this.) By 4:45 I had finished a project in one day which I could reasonably 
ave been expected to take several days to finish, which means I can get some writing done this 
week, perhaps make some progress on a magnum opus. I’m on the verge of starting a new story, 
out I’m dragging my feet; I think I have an idea, a flash of brilliance, but before I finish the first 
sentence I decide it's a failure and I dourly toss the page in the trash. If I retrieved now all those 
crumpled pages they would combined make the world's worst paragraph. Meanwhile, Lucie has 
heard from a prospective employer-good news, which means an imminent trip to the Middle West 
in a few weeks. 


Lasagna for dinner while watching Cold Comfort Farm, good for a few chuckles. To bed at 
10:00, after reading a couple of Dorothy Parker stories. What a clever girl she was; she makes it 
ook so easy, her three-page stories. Why can't I write three miserable pages? 


8 November 18. Alright, Dorothy Parker wasn't that clever; I could someday have written 
a story at least as good as “A Telephone Call." Her stories are amusing enough, but dentist's office 
reading, really. I don't want my stories to be merely amusing; I think I can do better than that. 


Easier bragged than done... 


8 November 19. Another horrible night's sleep. When I wasn't spinning about I was 
aving frightful dreams. There was a darkened room; it was 5:30 a.m. and Lucie had just come 
rom the shower. I was about to take mine, when I heard her call my name, alarmed. She was 
pointing at a nude young woman sitting on our bed. “Who are you?" I demanded. “What are 
you doing here? How did you get in here?" Her eyes, smeared with mascara, lacked pupils, which 
o me was indicative of demonic possession. 


'The young woman pointed at a door in the corner, a door which I had never noticed. It was 
open, but behind it was a solid, black wall. 


ust then the alarm clock, which read “10:14”, started speaking in a female electronic voice, 
ut all I caught was “...an event occurred at 10:14 a.m." At the same time another voice, this one 
a man’s electronic voice, from another clock, the display of which read “88:88” said, “88:88.” A 
third clock, this one an antique, displayed the correct time but the hands were bent at right angles. 


Iseized the shoulders of the young woman, who resisted me with tiny fists. As I wrestled her 
out the door and thrust her down the stairs, the cats escaped the room. I caught Loulou, but 
Monty was already at the foot of the stairs. After calling for him repeatedly, he returned, but I 
saw his double disappear around the corner after the young woman, who was beckoning to him in 
a monotone, “Here, kitty...here.” She was lit from behind by pale rays of sunshine coming through 
a window; however, in our apartment it was still darkest night, the sun had not yet risen for us. 


'This afternoon Barbara Douthwaite from the EPA boarded the bus in which I rode and sat 
directly in front of me. I immediately buried my face in my book; we avoided each other's gaze. 
As the bus made its way up Geary, I noticed her staring at my reflection in the window. I longed 
to bring up the subject of Dr. Wu, but that would be too mischievous. What's strange is when 
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loudly for a library, “Do you have a pet? I'm starting my own pet business" A man with a curly 
beard turned on his lap-top computer, which emitted an alarming boot-up tune. An unattended 
portable telephone rang through several bars of Mozart’s Symphony in G Minor, nearly ruining 
the piece for me. At last, a man clad head-to-toe in Spandex sat before a public internet station, 
his bicycle upside-down to his left; I didn't know what the noise was until I stood up and saw him 
spinning his pedal absent-mindedly. 

"Today's reference questions included: 

1. “I need a book on landscaping...landscaping in Africa." 

2. “Tm doing a report on the U.N. and poverty in Indonesia.” 

3. “I found a painting that’s probably by Dufy in my basement; I want to know how much 
it's worth." 

4. “Do you have The Da Vinci Code?" 

5. “Tm looking for a book; I don't know the title but it's by Don somebody; it’s about types, 
you know, like your type?” (Answer: The Wisdom of the Enneagram.) 


8 February 25. A terrific storm has arrived, bringing high winds, heavy rain, lightning 
and hail; at one point the hail had accumulated on the building below us to a degree which 
resembled snow. Before dusk we drove out to the Sutro Baths ruins to watch the waves; the win 
was deafening, bringing with it sand which stung our faces. I noticed a monstrous new building, 
a new Cliff House; each edifice erected since the original has been progressively worse than the 
one before it; this new construction resembles a cheerless gymnasium. After a few minutes we got 
back into the car; as we were driving by the Palace of the Legion of Honor a rather large spider 
appeared before my face, startling me. As I pulled over Lucie, who abhors arachnids, screamed, 
"Smash it!" As I did so, I accidentally shattered a portion of the windshield with my wrist. 


On the way home we stopped by Green Apple Books; while browsing the fiction, I was mortifie 
when two girls overheard me absent-mindedly repeating the name *Hawthorne" to myself in a 
British accent. Lucie and I departed with an essential addition to our library, a fat tome entitle 
One Thousand Buildings of Paris. 

Because it was in English I didn't want to give it a chance, but Edward Dmytryk's 1959 
remake of The Blue Angel was in fact exemplary; the professor's clown bellowing scene was one of 
those classic existential moments in cinema, a metaphor for all human suffering. Why clowns are 
so effective in this regard I don't know, but they are. 


8 February 26. Lucie and I slept until noon, then walked down to a sporting goods store 
so I could purchase a swimsuit, as my vintage wool one has at last disintegrated. I tried on several, 
regarding my pasty, lumpy body in the three-way mirrors with dismay. Lucie and I are going to 
start swimming at the Sheehan Hotel, as soon as their pool reopens. Ever since we acquired a 
parking space we walk less often. I can't abide gymnasiums but swimming pools can be pleasant 
enough, sans screaming brats. 


Dinner with Kenneth and Alfred at the Jeanne d'Arc; the food was second-drawer but we 
found much to talk about. Kenneth once again charmed us with outrageous anecdotes of his wild 
youth-the time he was a waiter for a fancy restaurant (where he painted the scalp around his 
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I followed Josh to the patio, where he unpacked the grill 
pieces. “TIl read the instructions out loud,” I said, helpfully. 
on my hands and knees while Josh reclined on a patio chair. 


Helen appeared at the sliding glass door. ^How's it going out there, you two?" 
“It says we need a bowl of soapy water and a paint brus 


*Josh, go out into the garage and get Julian a paint brush." 


“Awww, I don't want to do that!" whined Josh. But he did 
and we had all removed to the medieval room. After Josh beat me three times in a row at chess, 


he became more animated. “Hey, Lucie!” he called over his 
something on the computer. “How come you always wear b 


answer. 


“Hey, Lucie. Have you seen this?" he asked, pointing at 


movie, you'd really like it." It was some awful Mel Gibson movie, Braveheart, I think. 


h, to test for leaks in the hose 
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, then stared dumbly at the various 
Several minutes later, I was the one 


do it. Soon the grill was working, 


shoulder; Lucie was teaching Helen 
ack?” Lucie looked up but did not 


the television. “This is a really great 


“Hey, Mom, are you gonna make piequat for dinner? It's Lucie's favourite.” 


*Hey, Lucie, do you still listen to punk rock?" 


It went on like this until dinner. Helen served 


brown sauce over 


favourite," he reminded us. 


After a few 


rice. Josh ate his piequat with 


arbed comments regarding the il 


Mexican wife Maria, six months pregnant, appeared 


tow. I remember 


Iam an un 


we all exchanged air kisses, the pair left so they wou 


a drink from a bo 


where he showed me his video game collection. I don' 
and even played one game called Grand Theft Auto, the o 


sight. When I got 


he was drinking empty, Maria and Colette waiting for 


8 November 24. Josh had to work, so it was just 


tle of something he retrieved from 


up for a drink of water at 11:00, 


his tru 
"t kno 


1e was 


he 


bjec 
still 


piequat, bits of pork on the bone, in a salty 
much gusto and gloating. “This is Luc 


egal immigrant driver's license debacle, his 
with baby Colette who does not yet speak in 
cle, and ran upstairs to fetch 
dn't catch 
ck; he and I went back upstairs alone, 
w why I did it, but I feigned interest, 


oy we brought for Colette. After 
Lucie's cold. Josh poured himself 


of which was to kill everyone in 
playing it, his bottle of whatever 


him at home, one block away. 


he 


three of us today. I at last figured 


out how to set the clock on the VCR; I otherwise made myself useful by hooking up Helen's hi-fi. 


Once the turntable was functioni 
of chiefly works for organ, then told me to turn it up 


ng, she bade me play a: 


n album of my choosing from her collection 
ouder than I would ever have done were I 


alone, which surprised me. We bonded over classical music; I brought down our CDs and played 


her Lorenzo Ghielmi's Anno 1630, w 


hich we gave to her, then, when she said she also liked country 


music, we played her Doo Rag's What We Do, which she said sounded “authentic,” but then added 


"This gets old quickly, take it off." 


» 


In the east wall of Helen's upstairs hallway may be found, among dozens of boyhood pho- 


tographs, every ribbon, medal, c 
ever awarded to Josh for his ac 
who can do no wrong in the wa 


ertificate, trophy, prize, accolade, decoration, kudo, and gold star 
hievements as a competitive swimmer, a shrine to a beloved son 
er as well as out of it. On the west wall, old family photographs 


are arranged chronologically, from great uncles in sepia tones to a department store portrait of 


a young woman. Helen pointed to it and said to Lucie, “You can have this one, if you 


just can't understand it. Of course, I often have trouble understanding spoken English, especially 
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8 February 14. Lucie and I saw a matinée of Bertolucci's new film, The Dreamers; it was 
very much in the spirit of the nouvelle vague, set in Paris during the '68 riots. The audience took 
a long time to settle down; a man behind us kept speaking to his wife in a normal voice, as if they 
were alone in their own home; his wife kept laughing at everything, things which weren't funny. 
Oddly, a hush fell over the room as soon as the first frank sex scene began; one could hear a pin 
drop — now it was I who stifled a laugh. Typical of all the foreign films we see, Lucie and I spoke 
of it all evening, examining it for meaning; dialog-heavy and taking place chiefly in a romantically 
decrepit apartment, the film would have made a fine play. Jean-Pierre Léaud made a brilliant 
appearance as himself, reading the same speech he read some 35 years ago on the occasion of the 
Langlois Affair. 


8 February 16. At last we receive TV5, an all-French television station. Lucie and I 
watch it constantly now; last night we watched Chabrol's Les Cousins (which isn't even available 
on VHS) with French rather than English subtitles; to my delight I found I could understand 
almost everything, but without the subtitles I am hopelessly lost, which proves I know French, I 


what they're calling English these days. 


8 February 17. Black skies and howling wind; the flag atop the Hilton is blowing up more 
than in any other direction. Lucie and I watched a compelling Hungarian film called Vakvagany, 
in which the happy, young subjects, a boy and a girl, of a box of 8mm home movies from the '50s 
are revealed to have grown into a semi-retarded oaf and a paranoid xenophobe, respectively. The 
narration, chiefly by the irritating James Ellroy and a taciturn psychiatrist, left something to be 
desired, but the commentary of film studies professor Stan Brakhage was always relevant and at 
times illuminating. I wonder if Von Bunko has seen it? 


Speaking of Von Bunko, I dreamt about him last night. In my dream, I had somehow become 
rich and pledged to help my struggling artist friends. I gave Von Bunko funds for his film Slug and 
I arranged an exhibition of his “Adolescent Works, 1967-1977” which consisted of crude computer 
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and I watched The Poseidon Adventure, then turned out the lights. 


8 November 27. Lucie and I were awakened at about nine by a piercing alarm which 
seemed to last forever. When I called the front desk, a woman answered and said impatiently, 
“We are aware of the problem and are working to solve it.” When it finally stopped, I removed 
my hands from my ears and look at them, expecting to see blood. 


Lucie and I had weak appetites and thus did not overindulge of Thanksgiving dinner. After 
dessert, we removed to the living room and watched The American Pie, a stink bomb of a film 
which Lucie and I found profoundly offensive, but we held our tongues in the spirit of holiday 
communion. When I disappeared into the kitchen to freshen Lucie's grapefruit juice, Mother said 
to her, “Julian and his friends were just like this in high school," gesturing toward the screen. 


For the record, my friends and I were decidedly not like that in high school. If my school days 
must be represented by a film, I'd like to think they were more like The 400 Blows-escaping class 
for the cinema, stealing typewriters, and telling preposterous lies. 


Mother has a great capacity for laughter and will watch just about anything billed as a 
comedy; I knew The American Pie wouldn't be my cup of tea, but I was unprepared for its 
merciless onslaught of easy sight gags, toilet humour, and retarded male masturbatory fantasy. 
During the scene when young Mr. Stifler drinks the ejaculate-contaminated beer, I broke into a 
cold sweat; the experience of watching this scene in my mother's presence could itself have been a 
scene from The American Pie. 


8 December 3. Due to my habitual costume of tweed, I am accustomed to Bruno and 
he Unabomber greeting me at the bus depot with, *Do you have a job interview today?" Today, 
however, I wore denim jeans and a black turtleneck, causing the duo to elbow each other and crack 
wise, “You look like you work on one of those ships." I responded with a wink and a good-natured, 
“Aye, Cap’n,” uttered in the manner of a pirate, which elicited further chuckles from my unwanted 
raveling companions. It occurs to me I could avoid these two jokers in future by taking the 7:30 
us. 


My friendship with Bruno is chiefly due to our shared interest in classical music. He always 
asks what I've been listening to; this morning when I told him Weissenberg playing Rachmaninov 
1e said, nonchalantly, ^I met him, backstage at a recital in Michigan." 


Really?" Bruno, it seems, has met everyone. 


“I slept with him,” he added, with a wink. Now, whenever I listen to the Preludes, I must 
struggle to banish from my mind the image of hairy old Bruno, naked in Alexis Weissenberg's 
arms. 


8 December 7. Our building's holiday party was in full swing when we arrived at 6:00. 
We had not yet eaten dinner, so we headed straight for the buffet tables, heedless of any lessons 
we had learned from the abominable Hallowe'en party buffet. I piled my plastic plate high with 
pot luck foodstuffs-meatballs, lasagna, potato salad, hummus, and cream puffs, all of which I 
washed down in minutes with a grape soda. Meanwhile, Lucie was cornered by Derrick; when I 
rushed to her aid, Derrick said he wanted to shew us the lobby restroom, which had been recently 
remodeled under his direction. As he had attempted to do with the lobby, he had sought to restore 
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he restroom to its original Art Déco splendour, a commendable objective. However, once again 
e failed to succeed, choosing a ridiculous “faux finish" which steadfastly suggests the '90s rather 
han the ’30s. 

Back in the lobby, I spied Mr. Ffolliot sitting alone on the divan; when I sat next to him he 
it up like a Christmas tree. Grateful for companionship, he began to talk at once about Bill's 
death, but moments later, Priscilla, the Filipino from the twentieth floor, started singing “Beautiful 
Saviour once a solemn hush fell across the room as all eyes turned toward Priscilla. I took this 
opportunity to return to the buffet, whereby I consumed another plateful of lasagna and cream 
puffs as the slightly out of tune operatic singing continued. 


'Then James appeared, Lucie and I joined him in a corner where we commenced to talking 
about literature. We were soon interrupted when the Juicy Bitch and then Edward sat down 
among us; the conversation was at once reduced to small talk, but when the Juicy Bitch left to 
answer a call on her portable telephone and Edward became distracted by an acquaintance, James 
resumed our discussion, which had in fact become more of a soliloquy about his writing. When 
Edward realised we were still taking about writing, I overheard him joke to his companion, ^I feel 
like an outsider at the Algonquin Round Table. 


At last, when only the three of us remained but for the cleaning committee, Lucie and I 
excused ourselves; on the way to the elevator I noticed Mr. Ffolliot still seated on the divan, alone, 
staring into space, his hands before him atop his cane. 


8 December 27. Lucie and I spent the week in Gualala with her mother; both of us were 
unwell, spending most of our time sleeping and reading before the fireplace or watching old movies 
while Lucie's mother visited nearby museums, cemeteries, and points of historical interest. The 
first few days it rained, sometimes violently, or there was wind and thick fog; the weather suited 
our gloominess. Lucie's mother threatened to scream if any of us should acknowledge Christmas, 
which plodded by like any other random weekday. Despite being unwell, this morning Lucie and I 
took the lonely back roads through the mountains, which takes longer but appeals to us more. 
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returned to our motel satiated and in high spirits. We read for a few hours before turning out the 
lights at 10:00. 


8 April 23. Wae arrived at the Hearst Castle visitor's center at 8:00 to pick up our tickets. 
We slipped past the photographer (who was photographing a man who was speaking on a cordless 
telephone), and soon we were winding up a mountain in a tour bus; a recording of a woman 
explained in a syrupy, rather supercilious (I thought) voice various superficial aspects of the estate 
in terms of acres, gallons, and feet (along with their metric equivalents — Lucie and I had to laugh 
each time she used the word *hectometers"), and of course, dollars. 


Lucie and I took all of the four tours; by the end of the day we had seen much of the main 
house, the guest houses, and the gardens (where we learned that squirrels will eat tangerines). I 
fear I cannot write of it without spewing forth an endless stream of banal platitudes and hyperbole; 
suffice it to say that Hearst Castle is among my very most favourite places on earth. What makes 
it perhaps more appealing than even our most cherished chateaux in France is its “homeyness”; its 
human scale, intimate interiors, and eclectic mix of furnishings would make it a quite comfortable 
residence indeed; it's easy to visualize oneself living there, as opposed to the cold emptiness of 
Chambord or the regal vastness of Versailles. I would perhaps compare it favorably to Chenonceaux 
or Montrésor. However, it is the ten-room Casa del Monte, constructed in the style of 16th-century 
Spanish Renaissance, which most closely resembles the ideal abode of both Lucie and me; indeed, 
we shall dream of it for evermore. 


After the final tour we watched an insipid film which lavished praise upon Hearst as if he were 
the greatest man to ever walk the earth (I give Julia Morgan sole credit for the brilliant splendour 
of La Cuesta Encantada); we then returned to El Chorlito for another feast. Back at our motel 
room, we read our books peacefully until a family with children settled in the room next door; 
we never had to endure a greater din. It sounded like the whole family were wrestling each other, 
throwing each other against the walls with terrific force, shouting, and bawling. Just when I was 
on the verge of pounding the wall with my fist, or calling them on the telephone, or knocking on 
their door (this I was afraid to do), there came the most tremendous thud of all — indeed, the entire 
building shook like the shoddily-constructed shoe box it was. I was astonished — what the deuce 
were these people doing in there? But it was Lucie who correctly pronounced there had been an 
earthquake (later, we felt another gentler temblor just before dawn). 


8 April 27. At noon I took Lucie to the Ali Akbar School of Music so she could choose a 
harmonium; we ended up spending two hours talking about them and other instruments with the 
staff. I had to talk myself out of leaving with a sarode; fortunately, I keep my fingernails too short 
o play it correctly, although perhaps a thimble might work? Lucie chose the one I liked best, a 
dark instrument from Paul & Co. with capri blue and violet bellows and reinforced edges of silver 
filigree; it has a softer tone than the others, sounding almost like an accordion. We rushed home 
o see a documentary about organs (and harmoniums) on Trio, which was a pleasant coincidence; 
afterwards, we walked down the street to buy Lucie some sheet music of Satie's Gnossiennes. I 
wanted Lucie to hear Nico's Desertshore, on which Nico plays a harmonium, but of course none of 
the three stores I went to had it, although I did find the bleak Marble Index, which I had almost 
orgotten existed. We listened to it in the car on the way to Da Flora; it was better than I had 
remembered it, even. 
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8 November 22. . The grim reality of paid employment, as Lucie and I returned to the 
office for the first time in a week. After taping pieces of cardboard over my office's south window 
to block out the punishing sunlight, I spent the morning filling out an expense report for my trip 
to Monterey, then fussing with my computer to get Outlook working again, as the mail server was 
moved over the weekend. How dull is that last sentence! Oh, if only I were a rich man. When 
I think of the hours, nay, the years spent behind this desk, I want to hurl my chair through the 
window. I mustn't forget how easy my current job is, compared to those of others who dig ditches 
or serve hamburgers. How I regard my colleagues with wonder who speak of their careers, who 
take their duties seriously and even claim to love their jobs. If I had a job doing something I 
loved to do, for example, reading slim volumes of decadent poetry, would being paid for it take the 
pleasure out of it? 


8 November 25. .Ikept Lucie company in the kitchen this morning as she prepared for 
us a small feast. O'Farrell Street was dotted with people carrying platters covered in tin foil, or 
les. I witnessed an accident at the intersection whereby several people's holiday was ruined, tant 
pis. If they weren't in such a damned hurry. After dining, Lucie and I took the car to Land's 
End for a walk; as it was foggy, drizzly, and gray, we counted on having the place all to ourselves 
ut to our dismay there were scores of families about, squealing children, excitable dogs, joggers, 
and perverts. For a time Lucie and I were jostled about, always in someone's way or someone 
was in our way on the narrow trails. As the afternoon gave way to the gloaming, however, we 
ound ourselves alone on the rocks, gazing out to sea as the moon rose behind us. I examined a 
ide pool teeming with starfish, sea anemones and mussels. On our way back to the car we passed 
an eccentric-looking woman on an old bicycle headed toward Painted Rock; how could she see in 
his darkness and fog? Would she jump, her body dashed to bits on the rocks below? On our 
way home, we passed the Balboa Theater just so we could admire its wonderful neon; each letter 
ighting up after the other, B, A, L, B, O, A, before flashing again in unison. I’ve seen three such 
heaters torn down in our own neighborhood in the last few years, each replaced by a frat boy 
developer's attempt at a quick, sloppy buck. We then searched for a café on McAllister Street 
which Lucie had heard about, only to find it under new management, whatever allure it may have 
had now ruined. We spent our evening playing Scrabble and listening to the modern composers, 
Schoenberg, Lutosawski, et al. I find I don't hate everything about modernism. Lucie disappeared 
into the boudoir and emerged with dramatically kohled eyes; I tried to convince her to go to the 
office that way, but we both know she would be ridiculed, “Hallowe’en was last month!” or “You 
ook like a raccoon!” A ravishing beauty like Lucie made fun of so, why, it makes me want to lash 
out at such imbeciles, to protect her. A cane whipping, that's what they deserve. 


8 November 26. . This morning I hung coloured lights in the windows, the large tear- 
shaped bulbs I remember from my youth-I can't believe they are still manufactured. Lucie and 
I took a stroll down to Union Square to watch the masses. I am not a skilled enough writer to 
describe what we saw, or perhaps I am too lazy. I’ve an appetite, that’s what it is. Lucie is 
chopping onions and we are both crying, although the cats seem unaffected. 


I admired a corduroy suit in the window of Cable Car Clothiers, similar to the one I ruined in 
Paris when I spilled a pot of moutarde on it. To my surprise and delight, this purveyor of bespoke 
menswear sells foulards, for which I have hitherto searched in vain; they are even in my preferred 
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8 May 7. Indian food for dinner in San Rafael, followed by a screening of Henry & June at 
he San Rafael Film Center. Director Philip Kaufman and his wife were there to answer questions 
afterward. I had a dozen burning questions but was continually ignored by the moderator who I 
presume couldn't see beyond the third row of seats; I was embarrassed by the quality of others’ 
questions, which invariably had to do with the film's rating controversy (which really has less to 
do with the film and more to do with America's fear of sexuality when it is presented in any 
manner which is not crude) or trivial details of Nin and Miller's personal lives which could have 
veen gleaned from their biographies. 


8 May 8. Lucie and I spent the morning exploring Tiburon, then we caught a double feature 
in Sausalito of Bon Voyage and Good Bye, Lenin!, both slight films, in my opinion. Oh, when 
will The Saddest Music in the World be released? How I wish we hadn't missed it at the S.F. 
International Film Festival. 


Once home, we finished watching our Alec Guinness boxed set. Sometimes I feel like all I care 
vout is film. If only it weren't so difficult to make films, which I would have loved to do (it is 
resumably too late for this old timer). I find I think “cinematically” when I write-maybe I shoul 
tempt a screenplay? 


2 


g o 


nothing but wine, dine, watch films, and read-T've just begun Henry Miller's Letters to Emil. 
In them, Miller documents his progress as a writer, a process which has always fascinated me. I fin 
it miraculous that these letters should exist-but he made a conscious effort to save them because 
that's what writers do. I’ve always believed myself a dreadful letter writer; as in my early journals, 
I do little but recount recent events, with little analysis or introspection. Ideas are usually absent. 
Inever kept a copy of a letter I wrote; in fact, most of my correspondence is now by courriel, an 
I 
t 


don't save those, either. Nor have I kept any letters written to me, although I have lately kep 
hose of Andrew, who writes and who is the most likely person I know whose letters would be of 
value to posterity as well as to me. It's always the early letters of one's career I find the mos 
interesting, chronicles of artistic development; I am thinking of those of Miller, naturally, but also 
of Nin, Fitzgerald, and Waugh. One cannot underestimate the influence of these letters on my 
own growth as a writer, and in particular, a letter writer. Until now I am sure I must scribble the 
dullest letters in the world, letters which bring to mind the telegram in their brevity and spirit. 
There are some for whom a thoughtful missive from me is long overdue. 


Whenever I have a day off, I am generally appalled by my paralysis of mind and limb. Is 
his how I would behave if I didn't have to work for a living? Lie on the divan until I cannot rise 
rom it, until I no longer even wish to? At least I did manage to write. Of course, if it weren't 
or a depressing case of folliculitis I might have wanted to get out and do something. Lucie and 
I might have gone on a picnic, or a walked to the ocean, although we probably would have just 
gone to the cinema. I am always careful to use the words film and cinema instead of movie, when 
possible: I don't mean to be a snob about it, but I suppose that is how I invariably come across to 
eople who watch movies when I use such words. But what is the difference between a film and 
a movie? Film is the domain of artists; movies are that of the money grubbers, the butchers, the 
censors, the pan and scanners. Barbara at the library, who complains about the *black bars on 
the screen”, watches movies. My uncle, who won't read a subtitle, watches movies. There is a new 
cable network, Trio, which shows films of quality, but which censors the *bad" words. But I think 
Iknow what is happening. Judging by the quality of its programming, the network is undoubtedly 
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of my trousers. Bicyclists, joggers, and bums about. Sea lions barking their heads off, the gentle 
lap of waves. I rescued a doomed slug which had oozed its way into a dry cul-de-sac, then climbe 
over a rock to study a tide pool, but it was empty. 


I had a meeting at eleven with one Mike Crawford, so after wandering around downtown 
studying the architecture, I sat in the hotel lobby to read and watch people. Light jazz pipe 
from a hidden multitude of speakers; must there always be music everywhere, all the time? One 
really can't escape it. Besides the typical attire of librarians which has almost become a uniform, 
I observed on this cool morning several men in baggy shorts and t-shirts while another wore an 
oversized, fur-lined parka. I expected to overhear at any minute the gentleman speaking one o 
the Saami languages, but I spied him later reading The Da Vinci Code, perhaps a Saami edition. 
After my meeting, I took my luncheon at a nearby Indian buffet. 


Later. A tiresome afternoon in the booth with Mr. Jenkins and Mike, in the presence o 
which I was obliged to be particularly professional in my presentations. The situation called for 
me to behave in a manner completely against my nature-one must greet strangers with a smile an 
speak authoritatively on matters technological, essentially playing the salesman. Oh, why did I 
ever agree to do this? Most tiresome of all were those who wished to simply stand around and cha 
about software. I’m sorry I don't know what that is, I’m merely filling in for a colleague who has 
left the company. When an ad hoc cocktail bar appeared nearby, our booth was mobbed when a 
long queue formed; soon I was rather hoarse. I overheard Mr. Jenkins and Mike discussing dinner 
plans; I pretended not to hear but Mr. Jenkins then asked if I might join them. If I declined the 
invitation, he might feel snubbed; if I accepted, might I be in the way as they spoke of business? 


As it turned out, Mike's wife joined us, so the dinner was more casual in nature. We went to 
an expensive restaurant on Cannery Row which was really quite excellent. I consumed my salad, 
polenta, and mahi mahi steak with enthusiasm while the others talked about baseball players? 
salaries, blockbuster movies (Mike's wife recounted a dozen scenes from the preposterous-sounding 
National Treasure-would that I had a tape recording of her on those sleepless nights!), and the 
weather; whenever possible, I exercised my wit, drawing a laugh or two, but whenever I attempted 
direct conversation with one person in particular, it ended almost as soon as it began, our voices 
trailing off awkwardly. After faking my existence the entire day, I returned to my room and 
collapsed, utterly exhausted. 


8 November 16. . I have an unexplained pain in my left shoulder. With the dynamic duo 
absent much of the day, I was able to fairly relax. The booth was less busy, and I found the time 
on occasion to write some letters. With an expense account, I could have had dinner anywhere in 
town, but I was so fatigued I could only summon the strength to have a disgusting pizza delivered 
to my room from Round Table. It seems I didn't learn my lesson the first time! I even lacked the 
desire to read, or write in my journal; I watched the television all evening, simply amazed at the 
excruciating quality of popular shows. Why, their brains must be rotten through. After I turned 
out the lights at one o'clock, I worried about the wounds my intellect must have suffered after 
witnessing so many advertisements, and for such dubious products! How fortunate am I to be 
immune to it all. However, should I ever be forced to watch “The Friends”, or “Wife Swa. 
or "The American Idols", I might be obliged to gouge out my eyes in self-defence. 
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his claws into my shoulder. At last he jumped escaped through the window. Last night Lucie 
and I watched the film Jris, about the writer Iris Murdoch. In it there is a scene in which Iris is 
sitting at her typewriter when she hears a disturbance below her window; her cat is fighting with 
a fox. Naturally, she panicked as would I have done. If I hadn't dreamed about this, I might have 
dreamed about the spider or the seagull. Why am I so sensitive about animals? I can never watch 
nature programs because inevitably the baby elephant is attacked by lions, or some other hunted 
little animal is devoured by a drooling mouthful of fangs. Of course, it's nature's way. But the one 
characteristic which distinguishes us from other animals is perhaps our occasional ability to deny 
our instincts. When a mountain lion wandered into a Palo Alto neighborhood last week and was 
shot by the authorities, I was outraged at this senseless and unnecessary act. But is it right for me 
to condemn those who cannot control their instincts, in this case that of self defense? When I look 
out my window and regard the ape-like behavior of my neighbors I feel I must forgive them; alas, I 
cannot, for my regard for other creatures, which I cannot help and which to me seems instinctual, 
is greater than that for my fellow man. How can one explain our great differences? Could there be 
more than one species of man? Dangerous thoughts, I know, but sometimes I feel there must be. 


Dudley: Mohammed Mohammed? 


Bubba: Yep, got turned away. He's on the hit list. 


Bubba: I caught her sneaking into my apartment. I was at the donut shop and I seen her 
walking up and down the street. I figure she seen me. She walked into my building and when she 
didn't come back out I knew she was up to something. Later, I saw somebody has broken into my 
neighbor’s mailbox. I don’t know if she did it or not. Nobody better break into mine, because I’m 
waiting for my license. If they get that then I’m in a world of shit. 


Dudley: It's that time we get a lot of funerals. They have their holidays then they glutton 
out. They get strokes. 


Bubba: You press “popcorn” on the microwave. Does your microwave say “popcorn”? 


Dudley: I don't know if it does. Maybe it does. 
Bubba: You press “popcorn” then wait a minute twenty seconds. You press “popcorn”. 
Dudley: Popcorn. 


Bubba: Yep, popcorn. For a minute twenty. 


Bubba: I go to Artichoke Joe's. I don't gamble, I just sit there and get the scoops. My sister 
done real well at the Indian casinos, she says, “I done real well, I done real well.” Artichoke Joe's, 
their food is excellent, I mean, it's really fine. They got the best food. I don't gamble, but I like 
to eat there now and then, the food's excellent. 


Dudley: It's like reading the articles in Playboy. 
Bubba: Yeah, it's like reading the articles in Playboy! 


Bubba: It's a Buddhist farm. On the other side it’s an organic Buddhist temple. 
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I was an atheist, they could save us both some trouble. l'll not be swearing on any holy bibles! 
'The courthouse is in such a savage neighborhood, and there is nowhere to eat nearby except a 
McDonald's, which I wouldn't set foot in if I were starving. I will have to pack a luncheon. But is 
wine allowed in the courthouse? 


8 November 6. . 


woman in the hall ignore 
after I at last taped a sign 


he premises. There was t 
1e juvenile delinquents ser 
sectionl-and the birthday 


DQ 


hrobbed, the walls shook, 
he premises. When I exp 


out ceased altogether after 


building. The group had brought along a karaoke 
ystem. We were against our wishes treated to a 


By the time we left, my nerves were positively sha 


'The library, of all places, has become a chamber of tortures to me. A 
my repeated requests to keep her coarse, barnyard voice down, even 


in front of her hatchet face w. 
She acted as if I were invisible, while I pondered whet 
he altercation between Linda 


ich read, “Please keep your voice down. 
her I had the authority to eject her from 
and a homeless woman, the trouble with 


itenced to community service-what a mess they made of the biography 


arty downstairs. The 


ained to the mob that 


in be 
macl 


gan almost as soon as I had unlocked the 
hine and connected it to a public address 


concert of tuba-heavy Latino music; the floor 
and my ears hurt. Lucie, who often accompanies me on Sundays, fled 


he li 


rary was upstairs, they laughed. I asked 


nem to turn the music down twice more, but as the afternoon wore on the volume only increased, 


Icalled the police, who arrived fifteen minutes before the library closed. 


tere 


. So much for a peaceful afternoon at the 


reference desk, where I had hoped to read and perhaps write a little. 


8 November 9.  Lingering illness has limit 


anything, writing include 
of various Czech directors 
unpronounceable name! Ai 
serve to distance myself fi 


, although Lucie and I 


nave 


ed my activities; I don’t feel like doing much of 


been watching a lot of films, lately those 


I find their unpronounceable names appealing-how I wish I had an 
least an unpronounceable pseudonym would be a gesture which would 


urther from American society which I find so lacking in intellect. Its 


use in everyday life would even discourage salesmen from calling me on the telephone, Hello, Mr., 
elephone book for a suitable one, but nothing seems quite right. First of 
all, apart from a French great-grandfather, my family is American since the days of the Revolution; 
ly tree are of the utmost prosiness-Miller, Lamb, Johnson, Campbell- 


uhh...[click]. I scoured the 


all the names on my fami 


even my great-grandfather’s 


Jg 


name was the uninspiring Arnold, shortened from Arnoldi. If one 


but tickled my fancy I could use it with some justification. One way, however, I could acquire 
o as my own is to make up one, preferably one with lots of diacritics 


a name I could lay claim 
and intimidating consonant 


al clusters, such as rbyczký. Besides my mastering another language, 


which is unlikely to ever happen, a name like rbyczký would be the last detail in alienating myself 
completely from other Americans. 


with all of mankind. I wou 
or the Netherlands. But 
especially now, when the 


Of course, being an American has little to do with my alienation, as I am seemingly at odds 
d be just as much the outsider, for example, if I were to move to Malta 
eing an American carries for me a particularly troublesome stigma, 
olitical, cultural, and social climate is as inhospitable as it has ever 


been to persons of sensitivity, manners, and élan. I must remind myself it could always be worse, 


but being this alienated, I 
not Homo sapiens but rat. 
or would it? 


feel my very identity is at stake. Who am I, really? If I found I was 
er a hitherto undiscovered species, that might offer me some comfort, 
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assailant showering him with brutal punches and shouted oaths. I gave my account of the sickening 
scene to the police, but remained disturbed for the rest of the day-how I abhor violence. 


'The homemade potato leek soup is almost ready, so I must set this journal aside and set the 
table for dinner. 


8 October 15. . A farewell luncheon for Randolphe, accompanied by Lucie and Chimes. 
Randolphe chose sushi, which is all he ever eats, so the four of us rode in our car to Randolphe's 
favourite haunt a few blocks from the office. Despite his affability and love of a good time, an 
especially our many years as colleagues, I must say I am happy to see Randolphe leave. Having 
formed with him the kind of friendship one forms in an otherwise hostile working environment, 
I found myself always sitting next to him at meetings, chatting by the water cooler, and even 
sitting in his office for hours at a time in conversation more damaging to my spirit than if I ha 
spent it at the mall; what dull times we had! I blame myself for encouraging our relationship, for 
not making excuses soon enough or frequently enough, for not having the determination to avoi 
him, for Randolphe is neither intellectual nor artistic, preferring his beloved motorcycles to poetry. 
Before our luncheon together, I spent the morning in his office while he demonstrated the various 
"ringtones" on his portable telephone (how my ears hurt!), showed me endless photographs of his 
new house in Orlando, and spoke excitedly of his new life while I not only feigned interest bu 
foolishly encouraged the conversation with enthusiastic exclamations and questions. I will certainly 
not miss his frequent conference calls (his booming voice penetrates the thin wall between our offices 
as a wrecking ball would), his door slamming, and his way of laughing at his own jokes. I feel like 


such a bastard; may he be my last fauz ami. 


8 October 17. . Anais Nin was distressed and discouraged because she knew her work 
was good, and couldn't understand why it didn't sell. Andrew's work doesn't sell in general, and 
ike Nin, wonders why. Both writers are, in my opinion, highly distinctive, possessing qualities of 
idiosyncrasy and eccentricity that I value above all else in art. Because their work is so different 
han that of the writers du jour, they tend to be overlooked, underappreciated, and misunderstood 
by all but a handful. 


A book deal, however, has its appeal-I have often dreamt of a slim volume of decadent verse, 
ound in red morocco with my name on the spine in gilt, nestled between Baudelaire and Dowson 
in my bookcase; it can also bring one rapt admiration from complete strangers, much applause, 
acclaim, and pats on the back, not to mention prizes and awards, most of dubious merit. Shadowy 
figures on the lawn. Rabid autograph seekers. The telephone ringing at all hours. Lucrative 
engagements in respectable venues. Will one be the next Dave Eggers, or David Sedaris, public 
figures whose persona, nay, their mere names, outshine their work? Their gifts to the world 
await one’s discovery in the windows of every bookstore on the planet. But for every eponymous 
or otherwise conspicuous breathtaking work of staggering genius, the sheer quantity of which is 
staggering, there are other geniuses lurking in caf és, garrets, and gutters, known only to a few, 
heir works distributed privately, intimately, untouched by enemies of art. The mere thought of it 
makes me anxious perhaps beyond reason. Nin craved not celebrity or riches, but understanding, 
and she found it long before Harcourt Brace Jovanovich raised its holy sceptre and tapped her on 
he head late in her life, merely by sharing her diaries with the other creative people close to her. 
Did she really need the thousands of additional adoring fans she would later acquire? 
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Not that the good people of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich would ever give me the time of day, 
even after my death, I find some satisfaction knowing that I can put anything I write online, letting 
people find it as they may. Occasionally someone sends a kind word my way, but what I thrive 
on is the criticism, the insults, the jabs, pokes, and stones hurled my way; it reinforces my world 


view, that I am a rarity among the mob, I’m different, unique. 


If I weren’t so concerned with my own writing, I would 


attempt to start my own literary 


magazine in which I would publish the work of Andrew, myself (how convenient) and my peers, 
what few there are. This confluence of like minds might attract others like us; I know they must 
exist, but the trick is in the finding. We won’t find each other among the pages of Harper’s, in 


writing seminars, at poetry slams, nor even the nearest caf é 
the caf és in my town are generally bereft of art); there are too 


(unless by incredible good fortune; 
few of us to meet by chance, hence 


the virtues of the internet. I regard with envy the days of Zola and his coterie at Médan, the 
literary salon of Stein in Paris, or the knights of the Algonquin Round Table. Something was in 
the air then, a fresh gust which bore with it a new literature; this air is now stale and heavy with 
the stench of posers, hacks, and moneygrubbers. Literature is choking! Au secours! The few of us, 
clinging to our lifeboat in enemy waters, no land in sight except that of our imaginations... Oh, 


how I can ramble. 


8 October 18. The rainy season arrives just in time to soothe my aching spirit-how I adore 
a day dark with heavy, brooding clouds and a chill in the air. I took a long, leisurely luncheon 


Nin's charming phrases, nearly spoiling them. 


8. 


concern of being heard over the infernal din of today's abunc 
world's forests with extinction. 


at my favorite table at a favourite Chinese restaurant; I continued reading Nin's early diaries and 
taking notes, occasionally looking out the window to watch the branches of nearby trees sway 
wildly in the wind. My thoughts were often interrupted, however, by two gentlemen who spoke 
of nothing but sports in the loudest possible voices; football statistics threaded their way through 


Nin remarks upon the “tremendous, immeasurable importance” of transition to her. Since 
she is an immeasurably important influence to me at the moment, I should give transition another 
chance; I had misunderstood its writers before, often regarding them as charlatans, but I am now 
turning towards the early modernists, whose work I have shunned until only very recently when I 
discovered for the first time Joyce, Proust, and Kafka after being bogged down for so many years 
in 19th-c. French literature (but of which I am still immensely fond). What the modernists faced 
at the turn of the 20th century we are facing now at the beginning of this one, with the additional 


ant literature which threatens the 


I am still embarrassed to show my novel to Andrew, whose opinion means everything to me. 


He has for so long put up with my whining, pontificating, an 


what I am capable of (besides Lucie, who has read my manuscr: 


procrastinating, who alone knows 
ipt several times already), and now 


that I have written 11,000 words I feel like it's time to lay my cards upon the table or quit the 


game. But I lately am flooded with new ideas of how to save t 
may put it off for another few weeks... 


8 October 19. . Lucie and I slept in. The storm 


1e mess I have written thus far; if I 


1as so far been a disappointment, 


although it is much cooler now. Much to my chagrin, Chimes wrote to invite us to a farewell 
dinner for Randolphe on Wednesday. When I responded that we were busy, he asked, *How about 
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was only natural to ask given the circumstances? “Yes,” I lied. It seems I have gotten away with 
it, to my great relief. However, so impressed was he of my performance, he has asked me to help 
him in the booth at the ALA Midwinter meeting next month, thus sabotaging my opportunity to 
explore Boston on foot much of the time. With his presence, I will be obliged to keep him abreast 
of my activities, at least during business hours. Drat! 

Last night at 10:30 came a faint nock at our door. Through the peep hole I beheld a young 
woman dressed in the manner of the punk rockers, her face riddled with primitive piercings, her 
hair dyed the requisite green, carrying an enormous, ratty knapsack. “Yes?” I queried wearily 
through the door. Her reply was mumbled, so I opened the door, leaving the chain engaged. She 
held her hand to her ear in a telephone symbol and asked, *Do you have a phone I can use?" She 
appeared to be trembling. When I declined her request, she disappeared down the hall. Who was 
this ragamuffin, knocking us up at random thus? I had half a mind to summon the doorman, but 
in the end I did not. In retrospect, I always wish I had done something other than what I did do, 
or said what I did not. My staircase wit never fails, alas, the rest does. 


8 December 6. . Here am I, talking about Saturday. I must keep up with my journal! 
Saturday Lucie and I took a walk to Hayes Valley to pick up my black shoes from Paolo. A 
middling luncheon of cheesesteaks at an establishment advertising its “family atmosphere" in the 
window; inside, the patronne, a matronly woman wider than she was tall, barking orders to her 
son, a pierced and tattoo'd dullard in a t-shirt which read, “People = Shit”. Pll bet Mama cries 
herself to sleep each night. When I asked her for a fork, she looked across the room at our table, 
then looked me up and down. Deciding we were worthy of a fork, she replied, *I give you fork." 
On the way home, we stopped in Dark Garden to look at corsets, then we dropped off my shoes 
at Francisco's. Once again we found him sitting in his shop, silent, motionless, without a book, 
radio or television to keep him company, not even a lowly People magazine. Lucie and I try to 
chat with him; he gradually becomes more animated and even smiles, but I fear the poor chap's 
depressed. He tells us he has been there for forty years. Business is no good, he adds, in his thick 
Argentine accent. Now people throw away their shoes. After we left, Lucie explained to me that 
his name isn't even Francisco; Francisco is the name of his late partner. But we've been calling 
him Francisco all this time and he hasn't said anything! 


Last night, after I returned home from the library, Lucie and I went downstairs to the Christ- 
mas party. Conspicuously absent were old Mr. Ffolliot, Veronica the tiny whore, Stompy, that 
Vietnamese opera lady, Alex on the second floor who collects old Hollywood memorabilia, and 
Helen who moved into our old digs. But Patrick was there, stabbing Gloria with his eyes while 
patting himself verbally on the back over his patio design, which to these eyes looks like a helicopter 
landing pad. Lucie and I positioned ourselves at a table on the far side of the lobby, consuming 
the cheese and wine Sophie had ordered from France; presently, two neighbors joined us, one who 
liked to talk about his work for some union, the other who was so dull I remember nothing about 
him except his vague appearance. When James appeared, I sat on the floor next to him and we 
talked about his plans to move to Berkeley, Esquire magazine (he loves it; each time I read it I 
vow to never read it again), Frank Sinatra (he loves him, although he agreed with me when I said 
Sinatra was the kind of person to say things to you like, "Isn't it a little early for Hallowe'en, 
kid?" or "Where's the funeral, kid?"), and writing (neither of us is getting any work done). Soon, 
Lucie, who had escaped the union bore, and I were lying prostrate on the carpet; each time an 
acquaintance of James approached, I shook his hand without getting up, for I had given up on 
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It's 6:05. Why the hell did they say to get here so early? 


Another athlete is seated next to me, his legs spread wide to maximize the space he occupies. 
'This is to make himself appear more threatening to predators, or prey. His hands are behind his 
head; his expression: “Behold how comfortable I am!” Now he can't keep still, fidgeting, fussing 
with a cell phone, fussing with an iPod, rummaging through his duffel bag, &c. 


I hear a loud man say, "She's a dynamite lady!” His companions, including the dynamite lady, 
are laughing gleefully. Why is everyone so gleeful this early in the morning? Someone is staring 
at me and probably thinking, *Poor fellow, hasn't had his coffee yet." 


Folded into my aisle seat like origami. Two nice old ladies next to me-thank God. Praying 
someone doesn't spill anything on me. Too irritable to read, so I distract myself by writing snide 
captions and comments in the complimentary American Way magazine. 


Postmodern television programs. “The Amazing Race”, “Joan of Arcadia", &c. Now that 
retro-futuristic movie with Alfie and Gwenneth Paltrow has begun. Even without the $5 head- 
phones I can tell it's a stinker. Repeated scenes of people struggling to reach weapons, extending 
their fingers desperately as danger approaches. Just in time! Bang! (Again.) 


'The old ladies and I talk about Boston. The one nearest me has a bad stutter. They are 
intelligent. We joke about the “Craisins” and the faux cheese spread. The overhead bins were 
full, so my suitcase is jammed in front of me, my feet resting on top of it. I achieve a modicum of 
comfort by squirming into a position rather like lying down sideways, at an angle. 


Idea for the character of J.P. in my novel...model him after Cullen Davis. 


last. Blowing fog, melted snow. A rickety old subway, the smell of grease. Parisian- 
sty imple but for the confusion of unfamiliarity. I get off two stops too late, due 
to a navigational error. Walk several blocks back to the College Club. There is architecture 
here! French-inspired High Victorian, with traces of Art Nouveau and Gothic Revival. Several 
imposing Gothic churches. Old brick sidewalks, warped where the tree roots push up. Low-wattage 
old-fashioned street lamps made to resemble gas lamps of the Victorian era. 


I check into my room, then go out to dine. A Mexican place in an alley, Public Alley 352. 
The alleys are named like that here. Old Mexican and Aztec decor. Most excellent food. Salsa is 
chunky, fresh, cilatroey. Mexican food as exotic food. Huitlacoche on menu; I think of Biber in 
Mexico City. A couple seated next to me talking about publishing. Had wanted to meet Andrew's 
Tonton Gregoire this evening but there had been a death. Maybe to-morrow night, before I go to 
Cambridge? Walk back on Newbury. Rather like a combination of Union Square, Union St. and 
Fillmore St., with a Thomas Kinkade gallery tossed in as an extra incentive. Yuppies everywhere. 


Back in room. The tinkle of a distant piano. Creaky wooden floors, thirteen-foot ceilings. 
Lumpy faux antique bed. Why is it so warm? It was 38 when the plane landed, now it feels like 
it’s 63. Read an article I found on the internet and printed out about McDermott & McGough, 
then began A Handful of Dust. After calling Lucie, lights out at 9:15. How I wish Lucie were here! 
And the kitties. 


8 January l4. . Without the correct badge, I waltzed right into the exhibit hall undeterred 
by the daydreaming security guard. Everything still in crates, but why? Presently, I learned the 
exhibits aren't open until 5:30. After a quick glance around to see if there was anything worth 
stealing, I bolted for the exit. The rest of the morning was a whirlwind of antiquarian bookstores, 
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CHAPTER 6. 2004 


Lucie got up to do some work while I slept until 1:30. The longer I stay in bed, the longer I 
wish to remain. It's uncomfortably warm and humid, sixty degrees, but foggy, enough to obscure 
the monstrous FBI building nearby. I dusted, cleaned out my closet, and dragged a pile of books 
downstairs and put them in the trunk of the car. I’ve been useful! How dull. 


8 December 11. Im fed up with shod: 


y service, lousy workmanship, low manners, 


carelessness, knavery, and the foolishness of others when it is at my expense. Averse to confronta- 
tion, I have always preferred to say nothing, do nothing, shrug, sigh in resignation, flee, or pretend 


to be asleep. However, something has changed of lai 


ein my 


character; a switch 


has been thrown 


which enables me to put my foot down when it must needs be put down, and to say, “This is an 
outrage" when it is clearly an outrage. This change has progressed slowly but steadily this last 
year, and finally acknowledged in a conversation had with Lucie the other day after we returned 


home from the grocer's to find our purchases tossed 


into bags as if by an ape; clementines were 


squashed under cans, berries bruised by melons, a cake badly jostled (and we were overcharged 


for the cake as well). It is always like this, when we 


shop at Bell, which we do when we are poor. 


Since we are increasingly lean of pocket, we stand to shop there more often and thus to have our 


groceries packed carelessly, unless I do something a 


out it, and I fully intend to. But I must be 


careful to be a gentleman about it and not a cad, so willing am I to wring necks, kick behinds. 7 


say, young man, but this simply will not do. 


In the garage we encountered Ford, one of James’ friends to whom I was introduced at the 
Christmas party while I lay prostrate on the carpet. 
seemingly was not put off by my lack of manners, or he has forgotten al 
appeared eager to talk to us, despite our eccentric appearance and behaviour. 


intelligent chap about my own age. Lucie and I fo 


I felt 


talked it over and intend to invite him to tea. I 


or eccentric, and doesn't want to talk about video games, s 
National Treasure. It’s so difficult to meet interesting peop 
chances, one won't make any friends at all. Of course it doe: 
suppose we aren't that reclusive; it's just that I find socia. 


and thus avoid them. I inevitably say something to 
oot in my mouth, being outlandish or grotesque, or 


Lucie's reading and the cats are asleep. Outsid: 


“Jingle Bells” from a neighborhood prostitute. I'd 
is of late sending me divers snippets of his life in t 


a digital camera, and in a roundabout fashion I can 


8 December 16. 


recordings, each one mysterious, poignant, poetic, sublime. I 
he game, too; my mistake is reacting against the hoopla for 
he medium isn't to blame. I'll have to find out what kind of gadget he has; unt 


o hope 


a tinge of embarrassment, but Ford 
about it. Rather, he 


und him agreeable enough, in fact, we have 


he turns out to be 


e these days, but if 


frighten the other person o 


inadver 


e, Chris 


ently insulting. 


like to record it and send i 


he form 


of digital photogra 
I weren't such a lu 


record 


hings and convert t 


orts, or horrid-sounding movies like 


He is an affable, 


artistic, literary, 


one doesn't take 


sn't help when one is a recluse, but I 
encounters difficult, even a bit terrifying, 


ff, by putting my 


mas lights appear as faint, colourful 
jobs amidst the thick fog. Between blasts of the distant fog horns I hear a d 


runken chorus of 

to Andrew who 
phs, movies, and 
dite, I could play 


echnology by eschewing it. Of course 


il then, I do have 
hem to computer 


files-only it's a pity I wasn’t prepared to capture the fog horns and “Jingle Bells". 


T've just received in the mail my new checks. The online form had 


offered a free monogram, which I chose in a Gothic typeface; it also suggested I specify a free 
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films of the ’30s. It’s in mono and has a genuine feel to it that is remarkable. Last night, Lucie and 


I watched A Woman of Paris (1923) and 


the music was so unbearably horrid that I suggested to 


Lucie we turn the sound completely off, but then she came up with the idea to play the soundtrack 


from the Quay Brothers’ films over this 
uncannily while others brought to the oth 
Lucie and I sat spellbound as, for exam 


one. The result was brilliant; certain sounds cued up 
erwise straightforward comedy a sinister, surreal aspect. 
le, a woman arrives to a party and the only sound is 


that of crickets; or, Adophle Menjou picks up a saxophone and plays the most eerie, otherworldly 


music. 


On a completely unrelated note, Lucie and I are searching unsuccessfully for a chaise longue. 


They’re either too ugly, too wrecked, or 
quest is hopeless. I think it’s about time 
we have had some luck in the past with o 


oo expensive. And there are so few of them I feel our 
we took a road trip to Sacramento and environs, where 
her pieces of furniture. 


January 11. Oh, my aching feet. Perhaps due to a hidden streak of masochism, I volunteered 
to represent my employer at a convention called Macworld. My arrival was fraught with difficulties. 


While approaching the wrong counter in t 


he wrong building for my exhibitor’s badge, I would not 


negotiate a maze of velvet ropes; “I am not a rat,” I responded to an irate security guard. After I 


2 


[e] 


erfectly good staircases. 


elderly Chinese ladies walked by). Sound: 
Mercedes spokesman, the Spin Doctors pl 
hrob of a subwoofer in the Clarion hi-fi b 


jeadlights from the Mercedes booth poir 


n 


it from Lambert," she explained, 
just use a monogram,” I countered, perha: 


he booth behind my back. By the time I 
jg mess, which I had to look at the rest 
luncheon at the Café Bastille, on the com 


During the few lulls, I jotted down 


intolerable (borrow from my own experien: 


such things count for little. Discuss his (al 


At 6:00 I hurried home to Lucie’s wel 
Italian chicken sausages. I almost gave in 


eople talking about megabytes and “eye pods”. Taste: mints, plasticky bottled water. Touch: 
imp handshakes, firm handshakes, pamphlets, the crunch of popcorn under foot. Sight: car 


rawer people watching. Quote of the day, from an elderly gentleman: “I’ve never read a novel in 
my life...and I don’t like music, neither!” I asked one woman about her name, Lamb. “I shortened 
;ecause I had to say my name all the time on the phon 


last acquired the badge, my name naturally misspelled, I was oblig’d to wait in line to ride an 
evator downstairs with dozens of others, all of us for reasons unknown denied the use of several 


McWorld was an assault upon one’s senses. Smell: halitosis, popcorn, mothballs (as a group of 


every song you've ever hated playing at once, the nasal 
aying hacky-sack music on a nearby stage, the sickening 
ooth, doom, doom, Bob Marley from the Eunitek booth, 


< 


ated at our booth, people in those skinny glasses, top- 


» “q 
was her reply as she 


ps a bit impertinently. *Okaaay. 


acked slowly away from me. While I was talking to this woman, someone spilled popcorn before 


noticed it, it had been trampled and kicked all over in a 
of the afternoon. The day's saving grace was a sublime 
any's dime. 


notes for a novel idea. An à rebours for to-day, the 


rotagonist not of minor nobility but of a suburban middle-class upbringing, who finds work 


ces of paid employment) thus resorts to a life of crime to 


urnish his apartment; chronicle his hypochondriasis and his laughable efforts to find love (borrow 
rom my own history), his absurd foray into sartorial extravagance which brings him only ridicule 
and penury, his attempts to assert his own manners, style, and behaviour upon a society in which 


1em, my) tastes in art, music, and literature. Show how 


he fin-de-siécle decadent lifestyle is as impracticable to-day as it was in Huysmans' time, or is it? 


coming arms and a delicious meal of flageolet beans and 
o the temptation to egg someone below who was blaring 
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CHAPTER 6. 2004 


despite the theater being sold out and crowded with crying babies, ringing portable telephones, 


loud crunching sounds, foul odours, &c., w 
afterwards took the M to West Portal to try 
the food, service, and atmosphere easily me 


In bed at 1:00. I lay there wondering a 


eting our high stan 


1ow it felt like I 


ich quite honestly didn't bother me that much. We 
out a Polish restaurant; once again we were successful, 


dar 


m 


1ad just been in bed only moments 


ago. My days of late are blurring into each other, like the view from the window of a speeding 


train. If only I could make do with less sl 
vigour, making my meticulous toilet, 
ocean and back, answering correspondence, 


9: 


8 


although I understand they are probably diff 


00 a.m. This phenomenon seems to be ge 


December 20. . The squirrels 


perhaps writing several 


eep; I could arise 


aking a luxurious 
ting worse with agi 


have returned in 


earlier and seize the morning with 


pages of my novel, walking to the 
reakfast with Lucie, all before, say, 
e, but I don't know how to stop it. 


he tree outside my office window, 


erent squirrels. What a racket these two make, chasing 


each other up and down the tree, then across the roof of the building; one would think it was two 
ephants. I must take this opportunity to say that the French 
of my favourite words in any language. 


el 


new tutoring position; and c 


What a busy day of errands-an oil change for the flivver 
her locker at the Institute before they cut 


[A 


word for squirrel, “écureuil”, is one 


; pick up Lucie's art supplies from 


off the lock; an injection against tuberculosis for my 


eposit a cheque from Father. Oh 


yes, I had to have my fingerprints 


taken, also for my new tutoring position. Afterwards, I was vaguely paranoid about something 
from my past returning to haunt me. As my fingers had been 


DoD 


this town? I 
from a number of sandwich shops, coffee sh 
ense), fast food restaurants, each of these good for little but aggravation and discomfort. At last 
hop hoping 
Dix. I had forgotten about him! I used to 
better appreciate the grotesque. The book was $20; perhaps I 


her grubby, criminal fingers had touched 


aey were p. 


, I sought les toile 


pressed against glass that so many 
ttes in order to wash them. I did 


3anage to find a sandwich shop where I could wash them; I considered for a moment staying, but 
aying music too loudly, one couldn't read or even think. Where are all the cafés in 
now where a few are, but none were close enough to where I was. One could choose 


ops (but they're not really cafés, not in the European 


wandered into the SFMOMA but their café was closed; I instead browsed the books in the gift 


I arrived early to the train depot so 


o find something on Leonor Fini; I did not, but I did come across a book about Otto 


find his work grotesque, but now I am older and can 


I sat and watche 


the temperature never climbed out of the 40s to-day, I marvel 
trousers. Due to the chill air, these are obviously not worn for comfort, as one might expect, bu 


for a different reason, which I must say completely eludes me. 


Unlike the gorgeous depot of the early twentieth century, which was torn down by greedy, 


artless bureaucrats, the new one is a slap in the face of beau 


only devoid of all charm and subtle 
and failed to bring some cheer into the dismal 


y, but bad 


Ea 


with lights and ornaments and surrounded by orange traffic co 


really had to laugh if not cry. At intervals I read from Baudelaire's Spleen de Paris, analysing 


each piece, deciding if I agree or disagree with the sentiments 


apply to present-day San Francisco. One thing I still do not understand is Baudelaire's apparen 


y designed on even a utilitarian level. Someone trie 
hangar in the form of a life-sized Santa Claus drape 


can find it used somewhere. 


people, a favourite pastime. As 
ed at all the people wearing shor 


y, a glass and steel nightmare no 


nes and “Do not touch" signs. One 


expressed therein and if they coul 


sympathy for beggars, who, if one believes the author, lived a sublime existence of sorts. I look 


7.4. 


moustac| 


MARCHES FUNÉBRES 


171 


1e wax, which they actually had in stock, although I had to ask three different clerks. *M- 


o-u-s-t-a-c-h-e w-a-x," I said, pointing at my moustache. One could barely hear oneself think over 
the din of the Muzak (I don't know what else to call it), James Brown bobble head dolls, and talking 
basses. My moustache is almost at the length whereby I need to make certain decisions about its fu- 


ture shay 


this fellow's. 


At 


music I could find in our collection, which was a startling amoun 
Mary's funeral, 


8 


Strings, t 
detests M 


Marches funébres. from various piano sonatas, e 


she drew the line when I put on an old 78 of “Taps”. 


I've scrapped yet another attempt at what I hoped would 


bore myself. I want to write the kinds of stories I'd want to read; 


so difficult, right? Lucie and I stayed up until 3:00 a.m. discus 


painting in favour of writing; Andrew's trouble finding a publis 


banks; ho 
recalled t 


pe; I'd like it to look something like http://www.oursecretlives.com/julian/Moustache2.jpg 


home Lucie hopped into the bath, requesting *funeral music". I played her all the funeral 


, really. Purcell’s music for Queen 


egiac pieces, Barber’s Adagio for 


he Sanctus from Fauré's Requiem, Ravel’s Pavanne for a Dead Princess, &c.; as Lucie 
ozart, I was surprised she didn't complain when I played his Masonic Funeral Music, but 


e a short story. The trouble is, I 
one would think that wouldn't be 
ng Carmella’s decision to give up 


ier and recent talk about robbing 


w publishing has changed over the last century and what one has to do to “succeed”. I 
he days when Andrew and I had, in the spirit of the early Modernists, wanted to create 


our own literary magazine. We wrote a statement of purpose, solicited contributions, and even 


had a name. 


will 


Iwil 


8 


the rain u 


I recall that one poet who took us seriously and hounded us for months, “When 


he first issue be ready?" But it took a certain something that we apparently lacked, chiefly, 
money, although Im probably the one whose attention wandered toward other endeavours, such 
as my music, which I later renounced in order to write. Fifteen years later, I ask, ^What have I 
written?" Like Brian Howard, I haven't lived up to my promise; of course, he was far cleverer than 


ever be. Oh, to be clever! 


January 9. . After sleeping in, Lucie and I spent the day in flánerie flagrante, savouring 


on our heads, ducking into video stores for arcane treats, admiring architecture in 


Pacific Heights, and seeking canning jars. We ended up visiting divers scenic locales along the 


coas 


but others 
jagged roc 


, the arms of the unquiet sea beckoning, come to me... We 
answered the call; we observed far below a group of surfers, riding the waves along the 
ks, stubbornly insisting by their mere presence in the frigid waters that they’re having 


a good time. I shivered and drew Lucie closer to me. 


didn’t stray from the cliff’s edge, 


The rest of the afternoon Lucie spent making lemon marmalade, the most delicious I have 
ever eaten! There are several jars of this nectar of the gods, some of which will be distributed 
amongst certain of our colleagues. Lucie may pout about her painting, which to me holds much 
promise, but she is more importantly adept at the art of living well, the greatest revenge against 
the artless hordes. 


Later in the evening we watched II posto and for the second time The 28th Instance of 1914, 
that most excellent document of the genius of Messrs. McDermott & McGough, the viewing of 
which renewed my resolve to assert proper style, etiquette, and behaviour in a society in which 
these qualities, generally speaking, have disappeared. Whilst searching various resources for any 
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168 CHAPTER 6. 2004 


, 


his annual “Christmas Is Over!” party, which we look forward to as his parties are always attended 
by more than a few flamboyant characters and eccentrics. 


8 December 31. . Its midnight. Lucie and I have just finished watching Night Must Fall, 
and now M has just started; some men are bickering round a table-one should see their smoking 
implements! One chap has what looks like a briar pipe, but from its bowl protrudes a cigar pointed 
upwards to the ceiling! 


On a completely unrelated note, I wanted to scribble a few quick words about beer. I’ve never 
cared much for it, but I drink it sometimes in the spirit of conviviality. Not the swill one finds in 
supermarkets or convenience stores, but the specialty beers, with interesting names, attractively 
bottled, from distant lands. It’s funny...at this moment, someone in France is probably saying the 
same thing about Pabst Blue Ribbon. Or perhaps not! I don't mind dark beers when served very 
cold, but I prefer the lighter ones. Last week I tried several trappist ales, none of which I liked; 
on this night I tried a Belgian biére blanche called Hoegaarden. The idea of a cloudy, white beer 
I find appealing; indeed, it had a lovely appearance. I wanted to like it; alas, I find I don't care 
for it either. I am enjoying my search for a favourite beer very much; as with other pursuits, the 
searching can be as rewarding as the discovery. 


Chapter 7 


2005 


8 January 1. . Lucie and I stayed up until dawn talking about love, beauty, and friendship, 
then slept until 2:30 in the afternoon. We took the car downtown for the purchase of a particular 
brand of specialty tooth powder; I sat in the car reading Good Morning, Midnight while Lucie 
braved the New Year's Eve hordes. I had forgotten the shops would be swarmed with patrons 
redeeming gift certificates, exchanging hated gifts, and snapping up bargains. Used to living 
against the grain, I am always vexed when our endeavors accidentally coincide with those of the 
mob. After the chaos of the grocer's we went to the Old Chelsea on Larkin only to find that it 
didn't open until four (it was yet three), so we took our luncheon at Little Henry's. While waiting 
for the waitress to bring our food, a pair of newlyweds entered and took their seats. His shirt tail 
untucked and hair disheveled, the groom was missing his tuxedo jacket. On his arm, his bride, 
a man made up to look like a woman, in a diaphanous wedding gown under which one could see 
his undergarments. The groom kept referring to the bride as “Christine, my special lady" as he 
kissed her hands, neck, and cheeks. ^I forgot my wallet" he announced to the room. “Can I 
write a check?" The waitress replied, “You pay later." Both of them the victims of plastic surgery 
gone amok, Lucie and I stole amused, furtive glances in their direction as the groom made one 
scene after another, spilling wine, complaining about the service, going to the toilet, expressing his 
confusion over the paper towel dispenser therein, making loud toasts, and being a general nuisance. 
By degrees I began to susp ihe groom didn't know his wife was a man. After paying for our 
meal we got into the car and remained there for the duration of a sudden hail storm, watching as 
people ran hurriedly for shelter. Both of us affected greatly by events meteorological, our spirits 
soared as we were delighted by the tiny pellets of ice dancing across the pavement. 


After spending part of the evening seaching the 8th, 9th and 10th floors for the elusive breaker 
switch which would restore electricity to our apartment, we broke open the Veuve Cliquot, put 
on an album of Harry Reser and his Veuve Cliquot Eskimos (I couldn't resist), and looked at the 
parties in the windows of numerous nearby apartments, the traffic, and revelers below from our 
cozy urban aerie. We were particularly entertained, and alternately disturbed, by the events in a 
bathroom window across the street, in which we beheld people, besides the customary activities, 


having sexual encounters and being sick. To bed at a quarter after. 


169 


St o10qA Mq ‘UII *uoros sorsse[)) olf} o3 go *3qgripy 'suoojreo osouedef YIM ÁH poyooys 3r 
puy 03 ATUO *uorjoos uSro104 9Y} IO} POMI J “OLS ,serqj?e[q I0} ouo, Sursso1js ,otaout ouo osooqo 
03 398 o9 ƏM, ‘pres joqjeg uodno1oqA (puejsropun 3,uprnoA oym *1og3e4 mMoumny ol ATWO our 
SITY} os Surop 'ooe[d pouo3o14 of} ur 3007 40S Aj[eurrou 10Aou p[noA J) sxojsnqxpo[gq oT, 'spuooos uo3 
K1oA9 Surjooq ure: or1oo[o Sur&ouue ue pue 'sossorjrew pjo pogum *opr umojoutp o3rqA 2$ xperq 
*uoou peq ‘Sowo upep pue ueoq seure[ jo s1ojs0d yy ojo[dor ‘IoP .Ə[£3s-s0G., OL19uos 
L je SEL pue Iye qr uooyoun’] ‘ep pe S&ewoprs pewous Y ^ "4T ATenuer 8 


Te} ure p ue Joos soqour xis poq KIqqow 
* ur ‘WOOL pjo Sopy ur deo[s o3 quo^ I 'orn'] Suruoudo[oj 1o3]jV  "ju9ruprur [qun pos1oAuoo 
I pue ypyg ‘woy Surumjor uod ^3odop oy} 3e our jour serqjjeJN pue zeg TOPA 


'Sgripaous op Sururroj 
‘STEI u99A30q S219 OY} WOT Mo[q MOUS qorq o3ur pue PIJL F, USEM qorqA ‘Ted OY} jo puo I} ye 
o[nqnsoA oq 03 sdy} quonborj Supreur Aq Apuo poArAams | ‘porep T se Surugo[o yonu se Surppeys pue 
(syuoururoo pue suorjdeo oprus Wy} ur SUM 4siy Toye) oulzeseur 9044 jo sordoo &requourduroo 
YPM 399] Kur reou SjuoA oq) SULIAAOD 'jou prp 487 ur [ Inq 'o[qeoo18e punoj eAeq p[nous j[os&ur 
se ions 1oMop ƏOSNOYJOY V YOY oo1dop € 0j pojeor SVM po[oAe1, [ YM ur Ted ƏY} tAppuooog 
Ug qu 
^uooq ‘woog *xorqo ‘woog ‘souoydpeoy sty woi Sup[eo[ orsnur oq Jo yeeq ey} o3 Yow sy qr 
spunos Surgnq pue Suryyids peorumpj qa Suryeut Kournof moq-usro əy} Jo 3sour yueds our purqoq 
weuropuo$? oup AAO 94} ut pug Sru ouo spio« oY} popn[oxo YM uorjesroAuoo jo opour e 
ur SIOY}O 94} 03 peəu Aur 1040 pojnous Toro 'soppue 1y} ye po[ood YoryM srosnor, snouriouo pue 
SPITYSPEOMS pepooy ur pessed(q ‘oul purqoq pue o910Joq SMOL ou P9IIU oym sərpe[ pue uour Suno& 
poaq- Jo dnoi18 € Aq pourof sem I 'o3ejsdnu qune[ Suo[ oy} 03 u«op po[jjos pue IRI TIM FƏS 
Kur uosoqo pey I Joye '[[e Jo say ‘styy 3uoAo1d oj poardsuoo ‘umo 1y} uo Sursouue Áp[juororns 
yore 's2urq3 om} mq *o[egng pue x10X MƏN 3XrM3oq ABM o[ouA əy} Surpeə: uo pouue[d pey I 


"&uog :Z# 'TIVIS NI NVN 


"Xoxonjroq3our ‘umbo So Kur yno, ,upponjiou3our 4,u0q PNA 1# TIVLS NI NVN 
:UOT]eSI0AUOO pIeoQ1oAO WY "oAISn[oxo ÁA[[enjnur ore orsnur onboreq Aofus oym opdood oy} pue 
soqjo[ro3 ur Sur1o3to[ Aofuo oym o[dood əy} yey} uorjdumsse o[qeuosvo: əy} Ipun *Surio3ro[ poe moo 
-stp 2rsnur enboreq pno 'so339[r03 ƏY} up ‘SOS jo peou e peysasut Apmgrinp I tuorjejs uuoq IV 


‘OUI 10} JI poum sdrqsio[eop ome pue 'sjueznejso1 pooj 4s9j 'spunodaAe[d 
njmo[oo jo uomerojio1d əy} ‘spoom Sup[oo[-juo[o^ouoq 194721 JO qojo1js ppo əy} uoow3oq Mq 
*poour jo ssULYO 1o3srurs SIY} oS[npur 03 pojueA J 's33esnqoesse]q [ena jo FEY} Aqerodso *3jye129A07T 
o SSUI}JOS pUL[SUY MON oY} po[[peoer [ ueq3 mg "A41e«93gS eye Io 'eurgeurr poys I ““pə9A3 
KI9A “UOART] MON JO 'piopurejg ‘oouoplAorg AM sooe[d ur OAT] 0} ƏH 9q pom y ym poiopuo« 
ue odvospur] uozo1j 9y} 1e mopu əu1 INO poxoo[ [ JIOA MON 03 UIJ e popreoq uəu1 *uorejg 
"nog o) aL» oY} xoo[ -'deo[s jo smoy moz Auo toge 0:9 we dq ` ‘9T ATenuer 8 


"I9C [uns 
'ess&qe uv OFT [Poy [ uodnoaoqA *0e:z [run Sursmeroos oatyodsor mo ynoqe əuoudəə1 oq uo oxods 
ƏM "guwmnejso1 oqjursq y jme yey} 3e inourered sty pue sour?) qu SuruoAo [njpeop e Suriogns 
se^ ƏNT 100d 'spuortg mou Sururrmuoə jo Áueduroo əy} ur osnorj1eqo Surddrs sem [ AMM 


LLT 9I AUVANVE "ITZ 


178 


CHAPTER 7. 2005 


it? I waited in line to ask at the front counter, only to be told they were mixed in with the other 


sections. I tried to think of films Father, et al. would like and which I could s 
k's Rope (Father, a Jimmy Stewart fan, had never heard of i 
in the Sun, but they were not to be had. In the end I chose Glengarry Glen 
and Matthias loved. "There's some damn good acting in this!” said Father aft 


Paper Moon, Hitchcoc 


and seeing again - 
), or À Place 
which Father 
Matthias 


Ross, 
erwards. 


chose a dreadful stinker about the earth entering a new ice age overnight; Father chose The Village, 


which wasn't quite as 


order some blin 


mountain of snow which had been plowed to one side. 
ety. On the way home, music wars in the car — father played 


earful of my sa! 
CD which cause 


Matthias replied 
I produced from 
in Boston. * 
silent throughou 
o acknowledge 
Julian. Thank 


a 


disc of generic-sounding smooth flamenco jazz. 
should, Mom, it’s your CD.” At this jest Beatriz smi 
or Violin & Piano” which I 
her. 
the bourgeois notion tha 
ally, Beatriz remarked, “T 
he disc, Matthias mumb 


‘This isn't opera, is it? 


s. Matthias and I waited outside in t 


d Matthias to howl in protest, “Tha 
*Oh, 
, “You 


my sal 


chel a disc of Fauré's “Sonata 
complained Fat 
t the first movement, perhaps due to 
he importance of classical music. Fin 


bad as I thought it would be. Beatriz joined us for a just ed 
a familiar-looking place called The Red Lobster, then we all went to a deserted ma. 
he empty parking lot, where we observed a 
Matthias urged me to c 


’s 


for playing it for us ected 


way one thank: 
Matthias added, 
was. “I don’ 
aking advan! 


a 


Beatriz. 


§ January 


"a 


muffins Matthias ma 
down to the lake to show me t 
movie Matthias made me watc! 


remem! 


open their minds to a 
o my parents’ forgot 


his grandmother who has given him 
“My school made us go to the sym 


en Man 


18. . Slept 


e, boile 


a slice of stale fruitcake. Af 
hony, once." I asked him what the program 
per.” Oh, why do I even bother? 'To bec 
age of Father's flat-fee long distance service. 

I wince at what I have just written, as I sound like such a 
bit of culture for once? Of course, when I 
ovani LPs, so there is always ho 


ible dinner at 
1 so she could 


imb it, but I was 


an Alan Jackson 
all Dad listens to"; Matthias played a 
I like that!" exclaimed Beatriz, to which 


ed good-naturedly. 

1ad purchased 
“I can't stand opera.” Everyone was 
one is supposed 
his is a nice CD, 
ed “thanks”, the 
er a short pause, 


at 2:30 after telephoning Lucie, 


snob. But would it kill them to 
was Matthias' age, I was listening 
e for him, if not for Father and 


until noon-ish. After a curious luncheon of undercooked cinnamon 
eggs and leftover shrimp from The Red Lobster, Father drove me 
he frozen waves; it was like a scene from that Day After Tomorrow 
1 yesterday. Afterwards, we went 
her to a new house to which she was moving. Beatriz' insufferab 


io Beatriz’ mother's house to take 
e aunts were there, bumping into 


everyone with their walkers, smirking at everyone, arguing, and saying deadpan things like, *I just 


about shit my pants" in that 


of shee 


hick New York accent. Everyone 
rock and plywood with fluorescent lighting and baby b. 
amongst similar houses in a nondescript cul-de-sac. I think the real estate agent, who me 
was intimidated by Beatriz' formidable mother and aunts. He ke 


loved the new house, a 
ue carpet, bereft of sty] 


rectangle 
e, nestled 
us there, 


t following me around, telling me 


about his son “who is just about your age" who just bought a loft in Manhattan for such-and-such 


amourr 


of money, and asking me things like, “How much woul 


d a house like this go for in San 


Francisco? I'd figure about a half-million.” After what seemed like hours Father and I left; on the 


way back home, Beatriz called, asking Father to stop by the store for corn tortillas. He 
said, “She always does this. She always waits until the last minute." He said to Beatriz, 
“Where am I going to find corn tortillas at this hour? You know Wegman's won't have 
about to drive all the way over to [name of some other store] when they probably won't 


me ant 


I'm no 


looked at 


hem, and 
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CHAPTER 7. 2005 


Our only other contacts during the evening were a musician called simply “Mighty Steve" (or 


Mike, or something), a dandy balloon artist call 


ed Michaelangeli and his drunken, lesbian, Russian 


companion, Katja, and a local vintage clothier with a face like a ham called Gus. We watched with 


some embarrassment as Katja, whose dress kep 


of him. It seems he's a pal of my step-cousin 


he throng with dismay. Presently, two gentler 


he premises for tall vampiric gentlemen with 
;»eheld Mighty Steve from earlier. “Did you lo 
affirmative, he produced my wallet. He was tall 


in truth. Satisfied, I shook his hand warmly an 


exhausted. 


§ January 25. . In an attempt to al 


efore any woman who passed nearby. Meanwhile, Gus had formed an attachment to Lucie an 
me. We had found him rather interesting unti 


these days. A couple of gin and tonics later, we bid adieu to Gus, Michaelangeli, and Katja and 
eaded home, worn out by the conversation, beverages, and loud music. It was only when I ha 
egun to undress that I realised I had misplaced my wallet. I sped back to the ball and regarde 


and they replied that “some dude who looked like a fucking vampire or something” had found it. 
“He had a cape, with red lining, and he was tall.” Armed with this vague description, I surveye 


any fashion a vampire. However, none of this mattered to me. I embraced Mighty Steve and kisse 
his cheeks in gratitude. Both of us were laughing with joy, more joy than the occasion warranted, 


t slipping off her bony frame, writhed suggestively 


il he opened his mouth; now, we couldn’t get ri 
Henryka, who I should probably telephone one o 


nan asked me if I had lost my wallet. I said I had, 


red-lined capes. I had begun to give up when I 
se your wallet 1e asked. When I replied in the 
, but wasn't wearing a cape, nor did he resemble in 


returned home to watch the silent Camille (1921), 


chiefly for Natacha Rambova's sets and costumes, which did not disappoint. To bed afterwards, 


eviate a large cavity in my bank account, I have 


taken on additional paid employment in the form of tutelage. I met my first client this evening, a 


fourth-grader called Kiabeth; my task is to hel 
how dull it would be, but dull it was, and how 


her improve her reading skills. Little did I know 
! I was able to conceal my ennui (something I am 


quite adept at) but the underachieving youngster commenced to yawning violently halfway through 


our session. I tried to make it more fun for her 


ut my jests were each met with a poker face. As I 


drove home across the Bay Bridge, hungry, longing for Lucie, I revived my mind by means of some 
lively music, in this case “Stars and Stripes Fovever”, which did the trick. However, near the Fifth 
Street ramp, I was menaced by a driver in a red sports car, who weaved impatiently as he tried 


to pass me without success. As we waited for 
forward, bumping mine with teeth-chattering fo 


the light to turn green, his car suddenly lurched 
rce. I got out to survey the damage, half-expecting 


to be gunned down; to my relief, the driver turned out to be a harmless beefhead. He tried to make 


out like everything was jake, *Ees no damage! 


, while I regarded him dubiously. When I made a 


drinking gesture with my hand, he shook his head, “No no no." I thanked him for his patience, 


then timed my departure so he would miss the 


I adore driving, especially trips on obscure 
igated headache, nor on busy superhighways. I 


next green light. 


back roads, but not in the city, which is an unmit- 
grip the wheel tightly, shoulders hunched, driving 


under the speed limit as other cars race by with blaring klaxons, waiting for the impact which 
never comes. Í expect encounters like the abovementioned to happen with great frequency; when 
they do not, I simply chalk it up to dumb luck. Lucie and I have decided that when our flivver 
pips out at last, rather than spend a fortune keeping it running, we'll give up driving altogether. 


Kenneth, however, a collector of vintage autom 
he can park one of his cars there; in return, we 


obiles, has suggested we keep our parking space so 
can drive it as often as we wish. Part of me hopes 
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foodstuffs, which were generally unavailable in the 40s. It remains to be seen how Lucie lets it 
influence her, as she is the one who plans and prepares our meals. Oh, I did at last find out what 
blancmange is, although I must admit I’m a bit disappointed; perhaps it's better than it sounds? 


After we turned out the light, our conversation turned from meals to topics of a darker nature. 
We discussed how mankind has entered what I call the New Dark Ages; how we as a species have 
crossed a threshold of sorts over which there is no return, whereby we become increasingly selfish 
and self-destructive. Our want for self-actualization is diminishing in favour of the satisfaction of 
the moment, of baser pursuits consonant to those of the lesser-evolved primates. Done on such a 
massive scale, it is beyond any one man to reverse the trend, but perhaps if we acted collectively? 
One would first have to convince one's neighbor of the error of his ways, not by pacing the streets 
waving a placard in the air like so many lunatics, but perhaps by means of asserting in society the 
finer manners, such as hat doffing. Be conspicuous in one's pursuit of the sublime rather than the 
banal, and people will ask in wonder, *What is that heavenly scent?" or *Where did you get that 
lovely foulard?” I’m just being silly...of course we are all doomed; however, oddly, this realisation 
oesn't discourage me from trying anyway. 


After accompanying Lucie to the train dépot, I returned home to make the beds, Hoover the 
rugs, and tidy up. As I left again to go to the office, I was oblig'd to apply the brakes as three 
men leapt in front of the car, engaged in mortal combat! Two white gentlemen, pink around 
the neck and adorned with Texas Longhorn baseball caps, were beating and swearing at a rather 
irty-looking Latin gentleman. There being many witnesses, I negotiated a wide arc around the 


Ea 


ectacle and continued on my way, symbolically doffing my hat as I passed. 


wn 


Spring has arrived suddenly, bringing with it warmer temperatures, punishing sunlight and 
1eeping birds. I am most comfortable in a cool, foggy climate, thus in many ways San Francisco 
is ideal. However, I am oblig’d to admit a certain joy upon the prospect of the buds and blooms of 
the local flora, which is especially lovely in California. I suppose I’m disappointed that we didn't 
get many storms this winter, and now it's over. 


[e 


It's 5:12, the sun is setting over the bay, and the office has grown dim and silent but for the 
sounds of Bartók playing softly behind me. Two dogs bark wildly; in fact, they've been barking 
wildly for some time now at a man with a grocery cart who is fussing with some oily rags. A 
bird cheeps in a nearby branch; a car approaches, its stereo emitting a steady stream of throbbing 
obscenities, rattling the building and causing my souvenir Arc de Triomphe to inch towards the 
edge of my desk. I'll answer some correspondence for the next twenty minutes or so, until I have 
o leave for my tutoring appointment. This is a lonely time of the evening, when I would rather be 
walking home from the dépot with Lucie, arm-in-arm, recounting to each other the day's events, 
sharing ideas, and people watching. Instead, I won't be home until 8:00 after having driven over 
he Bay Bridge in the dark. I feel cast off, like a piece of jetsam in the open seas; at such moments, 
I am oft subjected to spells of nervousness which increase in intensity and frequency until I am 
reunited with Lucie, thus my dependency upon her is not only psychological but physical, a fervent, 
profound bond which could never be duplicated. How I hate working evenings! 


8 February 4. . A morning of domestic bliss chez Vodrázka. After sleeping in, Lucie and 
Itook our breakfast of English muffins with homemade blood orange marmalade and sheep's milk 
yogurt. Lucie sat down to answer correspondence while I indulged my love for lying on the floor 
and staring out the window at the morning grisaille while listening to headphones — to-day it's 
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As I said, 


puffy jacket wi 
erminal all aft 
eg nervously; 


he library itse 
o? I want to s 


Lucie is si 


rain cells which could be used for more eru 


efore the circu 


want to tell him to pipe down and sto 
unpleasant, you know. Meanwhile, the Eleva 
o-day, when she has perfectly good legs and 


a placid day, but that's not 


ernoon, reading soft-pornogra; 
he caption on the screen, wh 


ation desk with a loud boom, 
“ca va?", taking the embarrassed chil 


i 


p. 


ich I can see from my desk, reads, 
p looki 
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e knowledge, like a recipe for blancmange. 


uite right. A pretty little French girl just fell down 


er books and ponytails flying. The mother saying, 


's hand. A beefheaded Baby Huey-type wearing a filthy 
h the words “United States of America" has been sitting before the public internet 


hic cartoons and snickering loudly while jiggling his 
Sexy Losers". I 
ng at whatever it is he's looking at, but it's all so 


tor Lady has taken the elevator on three occasions 


t 


ay something to her, but whai 


much dumber 
esides soft-po: 


or by a cute li 


blown in my fat 


Tivoli by a batty-looking woman 


rnographic cartoons and 


Ce. 


Here am I, chronic 
o read such a list. La 
roduce anything of art 
bums, scoring silent fil 
regularly and finish the 
eing distracted by ano! 


e 


oubtfully. 


hose who are all talk and no action (this used 


ely, I’ve been justifia 
istic merit, while the 
ms, making films, &c. 
projects they begin; 
her, in the end never 


he stairs are right there; besides, she hasn’t entered 


f once, while the rest of the municipal building is dark and closed. What is she up 
"s it all for? 


ing by the window answering correspondence while I am plagued by questions 
1an the ones never asked, at regular intervals as to preclude concentration on my 
own writing. What brings them to the library, when they could be at home watching Tiger Woods, 
unlimited rides in the elevator? But Im not being fair. 
The answer, based on reference questions asked so far: Indian 
ttle boy who looked a little too old for *Eye Spy" books; The Confessions of Max 
with a severe face lift; a video of Romeo and Juliet for a man in 
a leather vest (who we see every Sunday in the playground pushing his grandson in the swing); a 
biography of Mohammed, desired by a young girl in a niqab; a book about the flora of Northern 
California; a copy of the Patriot Act, sought 
The Power of Myth, wanted by t 


stumes; “Eye Spy" books, asked 


y an intelligent-looking schoolgirl, and a video of 


he girl's mother who had the most acrid breath I have ever had 


ing a list of reference questions for posterity as if anyone would want 


oly self-conscious about my perpetual inability to 
eople around me are painting, drawing, recording 
There are three types of artists — those who crea; 
hose who dabble, starting one thing then quick 
really accomplishing anything (this describes me 


A young German woman has asked to use the internet. I led her to Baby Huey and said to 


iim, “Excuse me, Sir, t 


iis young lady needs to use the computer. I told her you wouldn't mind 
giving up yours, since you've occupied it all afternoon. 
conceal it. “No problem. I've just been reading," he replied curtly, as he closed all the copies of 
Internet Explorer which had been open, each with a *Sexy Losers" cartoon on it. One second later, 
he was gone at last; the air is already fresher. I now regard the schoolgirl, whose jeans are worn 
much too low for decency, exposing what is normally seen only among doubled-over plumbers. 


e 
y 
) 
f, 


o be me). Thus, I’m making progress, I tell mysel 


He seemed annoyed but attempted to 


I've not much else to say just now, although something compels me to mention that the heater 
is on full steam even though it is a warm, sunny day. I’ve opened all the doors in the building 
and several windows, but the heat is intense; what an infernal waste of energy. Only one hour to 
go before Lucie and I are on our way home across the Golden Gate Bridge, these petty troubles 


behind me. 
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8 


a stop sign, which is simply preposterous. I made the ofl 


his choice of words, which made it sound like I breezed right through the blasted thing with nary a 
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February 8. . I’m in trouble with the authorities! I have received a citation for running 


icer repeat what I had done, just to hear 


brake light (one is burned out, actually, but he didn't say anything about that!). I honestly don't 
recall what I did; perhaps I made what's called a “Cali 


t 


ornia stop”. Now I’m oblig’d to waste a 


day of my life at “traffic school”, the very thought of which makes me shudder with disgust. How 
utterly humiliating. 


mercial" artist, whatever that i 


rice 


Lucie has started her new painting class, which is 


hauntingly surreal portrait of a drowned woman; the 
planes of existence. Upon my arrival to pick up Lucie, I 
eered my modeling services for the next session. I was 
artist who has to model to make ends meet. 


Because our apartment is too small to make messes 


o return to collage as a creative outlet. (Lll get back to 
This afternoon I shall stop by a local salvage company for some crusty old books and magazines 
with nice pictures in them, although the last time I did so I was discouraged by the exorbitant 
s — they think they've got a warehouse full of antiques! On other artistic fronts, Dedalus has 


filled to capacity and taught by a *com- 


I saw her portfolio, which consisted of Sears & Roebuck-style 
portraiture, which I found confusing. Likewise, the instructor was similarly confused by Lucie's 


wo are operating on mutually exclusive 
was informed by her that she has volun- 
afraid it might end up like this; a failed 


in with paints and whatnot, I've decided 
that novel one of these days, I promise.) 


rejected my offer to translate Huysmans' Les soeurs Vatard; they said they plan publish no more 
Huysmans after Marthe. So much for that scheme! 


of Koreans how to use our pro 


Meanwhile, I’ve been commuting to the office every day this week in order to teach a delegation 


E 


ucts. When I first met them, I was appalled to find one of them 


seated on the floor in Jared's office, undoubtedly too polite to demand a proper chair. I rushed 


hem! 


8 February 9. . Reca 
ought I had better memorize 
Protocol. After meeting with 
having done so; in particular, t 


a "T", I placed their cards on t 


of the gentlemen spoke accepta 


back to my office and sent to Jared a courriel entitled “Korean Etiquette and Protocol", but I fear 
it's too late. Fortunately, I had the foresight to study it last week; my greetings in their native 
ongue were well received by the dignified, well-dressed group. How barbaric we must seem to 


ling Andrew's stories about his father's experiences in Korea, I 
a document I found on the internet called Korean Etiquette & 
the Korean delegation all day, I was amazed at the benefits of 
he section entitled “Business Card Etiquette" was spot-on. After 


introducing myself to each of the delegates in Korean, anyong hasmnika? (this seemed to please 
aem very much), we each exchanged business cards using both hands. Following the etiquette to 


he table before me and glanced at them several times throughout 


he day, noting that the delegates did the same with mine. The lecture went rather smoothly; one 


je English and during breaks we conversed about language and 


cultural matters. When he mentioned something about South Korea's success in the World Cup 
reliminaries, to my relief I recognized his remark to have something to do with the sport of soccer 
and was able to make a couple of convincing remarks about the subject in general. As it grew dark, 
Jared stuck his head in the door of the conference room and let it be known he couldn't drive the 
delegates to their hotel. I offered to take them, and on the way, they asked for my advice about 
how to get to the city, what to see and do, &c. Upon pulling up to the hotel, we all got out of the 


